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MEDIA STATEMENT

' -ANDHEW BUNTER NP
cmum, CONSERVATIVE NORTHERN IRRLAND COMMITTEE
mmr, -24th APRIL, 1995

“Consarvatn.ve MPs will walcome the newsz that Sinn Pein hae at
last acceptad -the Government's conditions £or minigkerial
involvement in exploratory Gialogue. On Tthis assurance, meetings
hetwaen Sinn F¢gin and Miaisters can begin. There hae bean
strong backbench support for the Government's robust position on
this subjectl

"The Provimionals have been prevari.cat-.mq and pomntifidating toe
long. It appears that their bluff has been called. 1In recant
¢correapondonce the Government lncreased the pressure on Sian
Fein and directly challengad Sinn Fein to accept tha Governwment's
terna or explain in detail why they rejected them. The stratagy
appears to h‘iava worked,

i
"Sxploratory talks batween Covernment officials and Sinn Fein
bagan in December, Sian Fain has been prassing for Ministsrial
involvement but the Govermment rightly insisted that there must
first be a. cleaar and reliable assurance that constructive
discussion =~ particularly in achieving substantlal prograés on
decomuiseioning azms - would be Pacilitated and accelszated by
Ministers joiiling in. The Govermmant throughout stressed that
this would inovitabiy involve exploring the practicalities of
decomissmnmq 5

"Accurding tl the Government, in receat correspondence, Sinn Faein
have dnmnatpatad their acceptance of theee conditions. This is
most walcom It must ba stressed, however, that at this atage
$inn Fein i only admitted to exploratory dialogus with the
Minister of State. This is very different from the substantive
talks which, the 8ecretary of S8tate is Initiating with the
constitutional partins of Xorthern Ireland."
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Sian Fein welcomes the ending of the ban on ministerial contact with our perty.
Sinnt Fein entered the bi-ateral dialogue with British Government officials to;
2) bnngan end o the discriminatian which our party and our electorate suffer, and;

.b)~wqﬁ§;puttlve bgisticsofallpa:ty peace talks which are the essential means to a ponuml

We will pursue this with Michael Anchram We welcome the support for equality from all of
‘those who have aised this issue recently. It s obvious that if the. peace process is to be
advanced that the British Govemment must treat all citizens on the basis of equality.

In our carespondence with the British Government and most recently in our letter to them
of Aprit 20.we stared clearty the basis on which our dialogue must proceed. Democratic
principles demand that Sinn Fein have the same access to political discussions. and
negotiations as the other main parties  The views of the Sinn Féin electorate must be
included in the dialogue and negotiations which will shape the future of Ireland and the Irish
people_ It Is our view as .Irish Republicans that this must involve: the ending of British
Jurisdiction. Fasties o . - Ry

oS e S £ FAAT With BTSN Minister Michael Anciram to oo

the Biftich Governmert willngness 10 8cood OUr party and o SEcte
T iET s stagem e Peace proce=ss
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Folloving intensive exchanges with sinn Fein the Govcrnfcnt beii:ves
that a sufficient basis now axists for the entry of Ministers into
zhe exploratory dialogue with sSinn Feln.

The purposes of the Government’s exploratory dialcogue with Sinn Fein
have béen: to explore the basis upon which Sinn Fein would come to
be admitted to an inclusive political talks process; to exchange
views on how Sinn Fein would be able, over a periad, to play the
sane part as other parties in the public life of Northern Ireland:;
and to examine the practical consequances of the ending of vioclence.

Ministers have neaded to be clear, as with the loyalist parties,
enat, 1f and when they take part, constructive dlscussion -
particularly in achieving substantial progress on the .
decommissioning of arms - would be facilitated and accelerate by

their joining the dialogue.

L

The Government has made clear that, once Ministers join the' .
dialogue, thera will f£irst nead to be a substantive discuss;:n;atzan
geparata issue, on deconmissioning of arms, including an ex:i:n S
of tha specific ways thig can best be achieved. 1IN reply,

have sald that they will discuss, in a serious and construc?}vi
manner, any issue which tha Government wishes to raise, 1rjtr:.l\.ulfn:1m‘s
decommissioning of arms, with a view to seeking a resolution o i
and all relevant issues.

The Government has reiterated that no subject is excludad from the
dialogue. It will be glad to axplain its policy and'approac:b:n ::y
subject. Sinn Fein have made clear their wish to raise a nu T
{ssugs, including those arising from the necg for what they texrm
ndemilitarisation”.

The Government has told Sinn Fain that the understandings set out in
the Government’s latters, reflacted in this statement, provide a
basis for Ministerial contacts in the exploratory dialogus. The
Governnent has therefore proposed that a meating should be held on
this basis as soon as it can be arranged, at which the Minister ot
State, Michael Ancram, M.P., would lead the Government tean.
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