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i.  Sir Patrick Mayhew arrived here last evening and had a series of meetings today both
with the Administration and the Hill. In particular, the Secretary met with Congressman
Ben Gilman and some members of the Commiitce on International Relations, with
Secretary of State Christopher, with National Security Adviser Tony Lake, with Vice.
President Gore and with Senator Kennedy. '

2, As will be apparent from news reports during the day, Mayhew launched into quite an
aggressive attack and criticism of Sinn Féin suggesting, in the plainest terms, that the
IRA remajned active, that it still maintzined its arsenal of weapons, and that it was still
recruiting and targeting possible victims. Moreover, he suggested that they continued
to be engaged in training and were still researching improvised weapons. Many to
whom he spoke were quite surprised by the vehemence of his approach and were clearly
not in a position to challenge him in any defil regarding his intelligence about IRA
activity. Mayhew suggested that as long as the IRA was contimuing to operate in this
fashion, the unionists could not be expected to come to the table and talk with Sinn Féin.

d-” The meeting with the Internationa! Relations Committee on the Hill was sparsely
attended. Those present were Gilman, King and Neal. The Congressmen were critical
of the fact that the British were intexfering with St Patrick’s Day arrangements here and,
specifically had done so with a view 10 ensuring Adamns’ exclusion from the St Patrick’s
Day Lunch hosted by Speaker Gingrich. On this latter issue, Mayhew denied that thers
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was any interference and suggested that they would have been remiss in not offering a
view on Adams, having been invited by the Speaker’s Office to do so.

- 4. Atiached is the text of remarks made by Secretary Christopher and the Secretary of State
prior to their meeting, Again, you will note from this the extremely hard-line view on
. Sinn Féin by Mayhew. On the question of raising the dialogue with Sinu Féin to
ministerial level, Sir Patrick seemed o suggest however what might be a softening in
his approach. He said "in judging the right time for that, we have 10 be clear that Sinn
Féin is willing %0 address all the necessary isues and that progress has been made in
having a serious and substantive exploration of them®. He added, "we would need to
be clear that, if and when they take part, constructive discussion, particularly in
achieving substantial progress on the decommissioning of arms, will be facilitated and
accelerated by their joining the dialogue. We look to Sinn Féin to provide the assurance
that this is so”.

5 The meeting with Christopher was otherwise a rather brief affair. What was in the
Framework Document for Sinn Féin was an end to violence and the "mitigation of the
effects of partition®. Mayhew told Christopher that the leaking of the Framework
Document had got it off to a bad start. While he concurred with the view that some
unionist MPs were out ahead of their people, he insisted that the unionist situation
should not be underestimated. There was, he said, "rational hope”, nonetheless, that
the process would work out okay. He hoped that the UUP would eventually come to
the tzble, perhaps under cover of their own document. The unionist concemn was
focused on the North-South body which they saw as a slippery slope. They needed to
read the JFD carefully because their concems were not justified. Molyneaux's situation
was nonethelese difficolt and he needed sypport. Mayhew said that the British
Govemnment was concerned at who might replace him if he should go. While the issue
of fiundraising did not specifically arise, Mayhew thanked Christopher for the United
States’ support and referred to the common experience of the United States and Britain
in dealing with terrorism. Overall, he said, that the British Government was “pretty
bonyant”,

6. At the mesting with the Vice President, the issue of an invitation to Adams to attend the
White House Reception did arise. Mayhew responded in terms similar to what he said
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to National Security Adviser Lake, The Vice President was otherwise silent on what
decision the President would make on this. As he had done with the Tanaiste, the Vice

President invited Secretary of State to attend the May Iavestment Conference and the
Secretary of State confirmed that he would be doing so.

7. In the brief meeting with National Security Adviser Lake, much of the same themes were
" revisited. On the question of decomsmissioning, he said that Sinn Féin entering
substantial discussions "does not mean trading in their weapons”. What was required
was serjous discussion. He mentioned that this could mclude discussions omn 2
commission for disarmamant as well as arrangements for destruction and handover.
When Lake asked him regarding Adams and the White House, Mayhew seemed to
Bl suggest that "people would be dismayed" if Adams got an invitation.

8. The mecting with Senator Kennedy was a pretty lively one with Kennedy strongly
defending what he felt was the right of Sinn Féin to fundraise here. Kennedy, in
particular, said that Rritish interference in the Speaker’s Lunch was not liked on the Hill,
Mayhew denied any interference. Kennedy insisted that these were new times with new
oppottumities and it was vital that the Brifish recognise this. Mayhew said that the
unionists felt that everything was going against them and the British Government had to
be cognizant of this. The Senator was particularly insistent that the issue of
decommissioning should not be linked in the way that the British were secking o do.
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. Cffice of the Spekesman

For Immediate Relcase

REMARKS BY
SECRETARY OF STATE WARREN CHRISTOPHER

- AND
UK SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND SIR PATRICK MAYIEW
PRIOR TO THEIR MEZTING

Department of State
washington, D.C.

SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER: Cood merning. It gives me a great deal
‘of 'pleasure te welcome Sir Patrick Mayhew, the British
Secretary of State for Neoxthern Irszland. I‘m going Co have a
good discussion with him of the very historic Joint Framewozrk
Document that Prime Mizmister Major and Irish Prime Minister Mz.
Bruton announced on February 22,

I had a meeting -- I believe it was eight days age, Sir
Patrick -- with the Yrish Poreign Mivister Dick Spring, and I
enphasized Lo him at that time, as I will to Siy Batrick today,
how much the United States degires to continue £o suppeorl tha
Irish and the Britbish goverzments iz their search fox peace.
Both President Clinton and I have madec it clear that we want to
do everything we can to €ncourace psage in Northern Ireland,
and it is very high priczrity ¢f American diplomacy. I want to
add my perscnzl congratulations ko you, and to all of the .
partieg involved here, for the great advances they’ve made over

"the last ecouple of years.

" I know, Sir Patrick, you yourself have worksd very
tirelessly and very effectively in this cause. Tha Joint
Pramework and the related British documents, of course, are not
blueprints for action but zather are a2 basis for negotiation
betweer the parties and their desire te seek a comprehensive
settlemant. And it’sg wvexry importanl te swtphasize, as Six
Pagrick always does, that they are to be based upon the consent
of the majority of the people in Northern Ireland, and not
saomething to be impoesed.

We urge all parties to work hard to move forward on the
negotigtions. We ¢all on them during this pericd to continue
) te refreain from viclence. &and to those whc have laid down
i their azxmg, ineluding botk the IRM and the Loyaliskts, we ask
\ them to take the next esseatizl step, and that is ko move
.coward disarmament, which is called decommissioning-

ey
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Nozthern Izeland has been blessedly free of vioclence for
the last six months. In that new hepeful climate, the United
States is able to asgist the parties in moving forward in
strocngeg business, rrade, and cultural links than we’ve had in
the past. We’ll do dur part tqe try Lo snsure that the pecple

~of Northern Ireland are able.to rezp the benefits ef peace.

In that connection, Sir Pacrick znd T will certainly be
discussing the White House conference on trade and investment,
which is going to be held here in M2y. RAs you know, this
conference is being coordinated at President Clinton’s request
by former Senator Mitchell, and I think that may play an
impextant role in our common objective toward trying tce achieve
a2 continuation of thig historic process towzrd peate.

Well, Sir Patrick, I'm delighted to see you as always, and
congratulate you on thc progress that’s been made.

¥ {EW: Mr, Secrstary, thask you very much indead.
It's a del:x.ght to be in Washington once mozs. .and have the
opportunity ©f meeting with you again. Thank you very mach fox
yaur genexous words; they are greatly appreciated.

Thank you too, for America‘’s steunch support for sur work to
secure paace on proper pringivles of demecracy, utterly
rejecting viclence. This is a time for raticnal hope.

Thank you once more for America’s generesity te the
Inkernational Fund for Ireland, put to such gocd and closely
focused use in Northerm Ireland. &s you have rightly said, the
Jolnt Framework Document is offered by the Irishk and the -
British governments to the main genstitutionzl parties of
Northern Ireland as 2id t@ furkher talks a»d negotiations. not
as a blueprint. We have the overall objective of a-
comprehansive setctlement based on agreaement. 5

But agreement in 2 democrac:y can only come when democratieally
manddted parties sit down and talk together on egual terms, and
that’s what we working foxr -- with the cutgome to be put Lo a
Feferendum in Northern Ireland. In a democracy, parties will
oot sit down, must not s8it down, with anoth.er Darcy that
implies that if it doesn’t get its way, it is going te condeone,
onte again, the return of to wiclence.

Tn a democeracy that won‘t do. There is no place for that.

8inn Fein undoubtedly dces have 2 democratic mendate in
Northern Ireland. There are alot less than Mz, Hume’s
Nationalist Party, the STLP, bnt it is ..ne.xf.r:.cably linked with
the Irish Rapublican Party, and that army is still in being,
etill maintains ite arsenal, still recguiting, still target:.ng,
still training, still reggarching imprdvised weapons
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and not least it is gtill seeking fonds it maintain its
cperations zpd it is still carrying ocut on a graatelr sczle than
before the cease-fire brutal punishment beaztings in the
commumity. Why, if peace ig already pe:manenn°

Mr. Seeretary the next egsential step, as you have al*eady
gaid, must to be to begin the process of decommissioning azrws.
both IRA and Loyalist. We’'xre absolutely clear that substantial
progress on this nust be made hefore Sinn Fein, in particular,
can be admittod to substantive talks for an overall settlement.

We are, however., currently helding exploratory talks, both with
them znd the Loyalist Party, asseclated with paramilitaries, so
that =a=2ch othex’s positicns gan be tested out and better
undexstood.

Sinn Fein wani us to raise this dizlogue to ministerial level.
in judglng the right time for that, we have to be c1ear that
Sinn Fein is willing to address 'all the necessary issues and |
thac progress has been made in Havlna a gericus and substantive
exploration of them.

We would need te be clezx that, if and when they Lake part,
constructive discussion, particularly in achieving substantial
progress on the decommissioning of Arms, will be facilitated
and aecelerated by thelx joining the dizlogue.

We look te Sinn Fein to provide the assurance that this is so.

Following that, we would need to be clear, for example, that ..

they will jein in exploring the various modalities of
decommissioning arms. This would include procadures for
verification, the need for independent supe*v;szon of the
destructien of axms, the different methods of decommlSSlOnlng,
20d cartain practical and legal considerations.

o we will be pressing to achiewve three things in comclusion: a
willingness in principle to disarm progressively; a <¢ommon
practical understanding of the modalitles as to decommissioning
== what it would acscually entail -- in order to test the
practical arrangements and to demenstrate good faith; the
actual decommissicning of some arms as a tangible
confidence-burilding measure and co szgﬂal the start of a
process. .

Mr. Secretqry, that’s how Sian Pein can remove their

salf-imposed digqualificalion and take their place at the talks
table, where a lasting sektlement can be negotiated upen equal

t;e*'ms
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SECRETARY CERISTOPHER: Thank you. :

QUESTTON: Mr. Secretary, 4o vou anticipate that sanctions
imposed against Cuba last August will be lifted?

SECRETARY CHRTSTOPHFR: You know, Sir Patxick you come from a
country with a very wigorous press, so I’'m sure that you don’f
regard ag discourtecus whel you make a £ine statement and the
question ¢ome=s conr CTuba.

Let me answer that by commenting in this way. We continue te
eperate in the contexXt of the Cuban Democrady Act, which as you
know, has twe sides Lo it. First, the maintenaznce of the
ambargo zgainst .Cuba; there is no present consideration of
making any.change in that. The second aspect ¢f the Cuban
Democracy Ach is to encourage communication between the pecple

~ of Cuba and the peopla ¢f the Unired Statres, and I think we are
anxious to promots that side of the act as well.

These matters are being discusséed within the government, there
gre no recommendations before the President at the present
time. We‘ll be considering thase matters, but ought to
emphasige that our goal here is to try to reach =z situation
wheze Guba, like the other governments in this hemisphere, is a
demacratie government. If they take steps in that directien or
steps toward market reform, we will respond and qarefully
calibrated way. 32ut a2t the present time, we are continuing to
eperate, as we must, in the context ¢f the Cuban Democracy Act
which wae passad overwhelmingly in Cemgress, a2nd as I say,
which haa two sides, both ¢f which we are promoting.

QUESTION: Mr. SecretarXy, czn you tell us zbout the Queen’s
visit? Are you concerned at all about the Queen‘s security

issue?

SECRETARY MAYHEW: I‘m not respondent upod any visit ‘that may
take placa.

QUESTION: Sir, do you think that the Pramework Document has
managed to detached the Unienist leadership £frowm the Uniomist

population?
SECRETARY MAYHEW: That was certalnly znot it’s intenticon, and I

don‘t believe that is the resulf. I think that there is a real
desire to undezrstand what the two govermmernts have in mind —-
regpending to the rsquest made to them by the political parties
o eset out their own ideags of what might have a good chance of
getting ovexall support of the settlement. People are vezy
anxious to read that. I think gbout 150,000 copies have been
taken up, and I believe the preocess is in place, where pecple
are exprassing their views, and I believe a very beneficial
effect.
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QUESTION: 8ix Patrick, what brought aboui this shift in the
British Government’s position? Previcusly the British
Government believed that =11 wespons bad he handed over to be
decommissioned before substaptive talks could begin. Now
you!re talking about some? .

SEX MAVHEW: No, that has never been the case. What we
hiave said.is that gubstantial progress must be made in the
decommiasioning of axms before, =0© far as we arée concerned, the
sinn Fein could admitted CLoO substantizl talks about an coverall
“political sattliement. substantial progress has got to be made.

Thank you very much.
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