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Both Gummer and Bottomlay are staunch supporte of John Major and bglong to
the left of the party. They ragarded Redwood’'o expucted action as an act
of qrose disloyalty to the Prime ministexr and did not disagree when X
euggested that Margaret Thatcher may havae been {nvolved in the plot.

A note on Redwood’s political profile to date ia attached. He is an ardent
Thateherite and wae head of Mrs Thaicher s policy planning unit before
entering parliament in 1987. He had written a n r of books oh aconcmic
policy before attracting Thatcher’s attontion and his early worka on
privatisation in the late saventies forsshadowed the state sell-of2
programme that was the dsfining policy of tho Thatcher years in the 1980°0.

Incidantally, in my brief discussion with Mayhew on the current deadlock
over fdecommissioning the Searetary of state sald that s8inn reln were
totally mistakon if they thought the Goveramant would eventually give way
orn the issue. There was no question ©f the Government’s changing its
attitude on this and if the talks Lnvolving the paxties must procecd
without 8inn Fein, so be i1t. The reality was that the Unionists woald not
como to the table while 3inn Yein and their supportars rewained
iantransigent on the decommieroioning issua.

In the event, Joha Redwood anuounced his candidacy for the lsadership at a

preps conference at 2.00 pim today, At the presa oonfarence, he was flanked

by his adviser and campaiqn preas officer, Myell William#, and by former

chancellor Rorman Lamont, who in a ssparate statemont pledged his full

support for the Rudwood cempaign, Raedwood wag alen acoompanised by Mpe

} Teresa GOorman, Bill walker, Edward Leigh, and David Evane, the first membex
of tha eightsen-strong 1922 commjittes to ranounce his support for tho PAM.

The splitting of the cabinet is an evident blow to Major’s atrateqy and
i ¢roatens a real uncertainty. The followlng analysis iw thorefore inevitably
tentative.

J Nominations for the first bellot close at noon on Thursday. Tho bost
aptimate is that Major and Redwood will be the only candidates. MNichael
r Heoeltine, who opposed Mra Thatchexr. in 1990, must avelid being seen aa

disloyal a sscond time. While thie would seem to preclude participation in
the first ballot, he would be sxpected to enter the race if a second xound

] i8 nocessary. Portillo, as probably the long-term favourite for the
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loadarahég of the party, 1s also likely to avoid a controversial first-
round candidacy. Gilllian Shaphard’'s appeal as a candidate would bhe as a
unifier and she too is only likely to enter the contaet if thera is a
second round.

The firwt ballot will bo held on Tueaday 4 July, Erobabl in tha afterncon,

with the result being announced at 5.00 pm. The ballot {o escret. To win
in that first ballot, a ocandidate muet (a) have un overall majority and (b)
have a margin over the noxt candidate equal to 15% of the eloctorate. 327

MPs are eligible to vote, ox 328 if the whip {s restored to Richard nedy.

tn gzera%l majority meane 164 or 165 votes. The margin of victory requirad
r] votes.

Tha key issue for Conservatives MPs iv how to maximise their chances of
winaing the next Ganeral Electiou. Thay will also be thinking of party
unity, especially over Rurops. A hidden factor may ke resentmont at
Major’s acceptance in principle of the Rolan Committee Report which would
involve a much higher degree of diwclobBure of income sources than is
currently required. We know that many Togy MPs are vory angry over thia
praspect.

Majox‘s qQreatest streungth in the contest ie probably the absencs of a
eingle obvious successor,

Although the party is probably to the right of the present cabimet, the.
election 0f Redwodd or Portillo would be unpopular i1n an important aection
of the party and would arguebly weahen the party‘s electoral prospeoots.
Noreover it is open to the Major camp to tilt eomowhat to the right during
the campaign - {7 particular by developing Douglas Hurd’'s hint in
Parliamont that a referendum may be nocessary on @ single currency and by
ppeounlating on the shape of a future Major cabinet.

Bameltine, becauss he brought about Thatcher’'s fall and because of him
views on Euroge, is aleso strongly copposed by a aaectian of the party,
essantlally tha right wing. His electoral appoal is poasibly diminished by
the heart attack he suffered A coupls of years ago.

It is alpo relevant to Major’s campaign that the right wing is not
guaranteed to unite behind Redwood. On the contrary Michael HBoward, who is
on Major’s campaign team, and Michadl Portillo will wish to eee Redwood cut
duwn to aize. Portilla, as suggested above, is asen by many as a future
leader of the Tories, the genorxal caloulation all along being that John
Major, having lost a General Election to Yony Blair, would stand down. The
Consorvative Party, already moving to the right, would move further ip that
diraction and select Portillo as its leader.

The 0igns from Westminater today are that the Conservative Party is in
great turmoil and that future developmenta are unpredictable. Major’s
supportars had hoped that bocause the wobinet was thought to be 100% bhehind
him and because he commands the largest numbor of votes at this point,
other elamonts would rally round to deliver an easy and clear—cut verdict.
Redvood’s unoxpected move now complicates the pisture. The fact that the
vote i» by wecret ballot adds to the general mood of uncertainty.

Predictions are difficult. On halance, it seems reasonable to predict that
Jolin Major will "beat the formula", i.a., omerge with an ovoralf majority
and be SO votes ahead or more of Johao Rodwood. MHowever, unless things move
wore in the Prime Minister’'s favour over the naxt week. he may end up in a
zuychologinal danger zone., MPs from hie own camp have confirmod to us that

£ 100 MPs vote against him or abatain tharo maybe » groundvwell of opinion
within the Conservative Party that he should stand aside. The groundeswall
could aven begin at less than the magic numbezr of 100.

All told, therefore, one might predict either a acrambled success for
Najor, with the poselbility of continuing uorest in the party, onpocialli
over Europe, or & more fluid ocituation in which the Prime Minister will be
under pressure to go.
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The cCannes eumwit is unlikely 1o itswlf be a factor 1u the leadership
etruggle. The Prime Niniotor will want, however, to avoid immediate
political ombarrasement over Buropol.

It hes been put to ue by Richard 0pring MP, who haw joined Major’s campalgn

| and io likely to take Janmes Cran‘s place as Vice Chairmau of the Backbonch
Conmittes on Northern Ireland, that & guod front page story on the pesace

process betwaen now and 4 July would be eunormously halpful to John Major.

f Thare is a widespread view that monw 9f the alteraative loaders would bring
! the esame dopth of commitmeul to Northern Ireland aa Major has done and Lhat
in all likelihood a now leader would be tempted to mend fonces with
unioniam. Neverthelsso, at hie pross conference today, whsn asked whoro
he atocd on the Covernment‘’c position on Northern Ireland, John Redwood

| replied that: “I think that what John Major amd the secratary of state has
been doing i®s wholly admirable and I would not wish to see that process
jaspardised in any way".

Yours =incerely

Joseph 3mall
Ambassaador

cnd 020 NOQNQT ARSWAWT — 3AD1 440 SS3Ad
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The Rt Hop John Redwood MP
Profile

S

John Redwood, 44 last weck, was born in Dover on 15 June 1951
Hie father was a galf-taught accounts clerk at a road haunlage
€irm who rose to the rank of coupany director and his mother

managed a shoe shop — a hard working, salf-improving, mi
income background which bears some comparisop with Thatc
GCrantham Grocers.

Raedwood, who has been nicknamed "Brother of spock"” [the
logical alien in the cult sci-fi series Star Trek) becau
his "wulcan" looks, cold manper and "euper human" intell

ddle
hers’

go of
ect,

shone academically from an early age and won & gcholarship to

tha prestigious fee paying Kent College. While still at

achool he joined the Young Conservatives. He went on to read

history, geining 2 firet and aubsequently philosophy at

Magdalen and St Anthony’s Collages, Oxford and became a Fellow
of All Soul’s. He is the only member of the currant cabinet

At Oxford he met his wife Gail, also & gelf-made high f1l
¢ormerly a barrister, no¥ part-time Deputy Secretary of

pritish Airways, having recently ceded the post of Compa
gecretary to epend more time with her family. They marr
1974 and have one son, Richard aged 12 and oné daughter,
Catherine aged 16. Gajl Redwood 13 said to share her

husband ‘s strident right wing views and is reputedly a 2
influence. Slated by the media during his time ao Welsh

ier,

ny
ied in

trong

gsacratary for preferring to travel home to his Wokingham
constitutency rather than epending 3 night in Wales, Redwood
displayed his potoriously dry sense of humour by quipping that
he must bs the only man in the goverament to pe criticised for

wanting to sleep with his wife.

pfter Oxford, while studying at night for his doctorate,

Redwood enjoyed a glittering career il the City as a fin

ancial

analyst with Robert Fleming and CoO. pefore becoming an MP in

1987 he reportedly went on to "make a fortune"” working £
gothgchilds Merchant bank.

ge first met Margaret Thatcher in 1978 after writing a p

or

apex

on privatisation. Redwood can legitimately olaim to have been

a Thatcherite even pefore the word was coined, since he
attempted to persuade the then leadex of the Opposition

to

pursue a policy of floating off the state industriea to the

private sector. At tha time she thought hie ideas were
ambitious but in 1982 she drafted him in to work in the
Conservative think tank.

After the 1983 General Blection he was appointed Head of
Downing Street Policy Unit and doubled up aa the PM‘s Ec
Adviser. It is widely suggested that his were the brain

too

the
onomic
4

pahind much of thatcherism, notably on privatisation. puring
this time he reportedly earned the hostility and dialike of

many Conservative Ministers for his "meddling in thelr
affairs" and frequent appearapces at the cabinet table.

Be became MP for golidly Consarvative Wokingham in 1987 where

he currently holde a majority of 25,709. In 1989 he was
| appointed Trade and Industry Minister. with special
:oogonsibxlity for Corporate Affairs. In 1992 he became
* &inxster for Local Government at the Department of the

s s
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Like the Prime Minister, he has a tremendouas enthusiasm for
village cricket. However, in all other areas thay have had an
uneasy relationship. Major, who allegedly resents Redwood’s
reported intellectual arragance and patrxonising wanner,
appointed him Welsh Secretaxy in the 1993 reshufflm, a poet
described as being akin to running a Siberian power station.

BEven as the most right wing member of the cabinet, Radwood has
displayed a particular flair for social controversy, calling
for benefit cutas for single mothers, whom he also criticised
on moral grounds, incentives for private heath insurance,
further NES cuts, and the privatisation of the civil eervice.
He is also a keen supporter of capital punishment which he
reiterated when questioned two days after the Guildford Four
were released. He favours big tax cuts. His most vociferous
arguments add up to a kind of “"gut Toryiesm" which many in the
party now appear to be hungxy for. An ardent British
nationalist, as Welsh Secretary he insisted that the Union
Jack be displayed alongside the Red Dragon and refused to aign
official documenta in Welsh because he cannot understand the
language.

At westminster and Whitehall Redwood has the reputation of a
cold blooded, calculating, ruthless and highly effective
operator with a frightening intelligence. As well as the
alien nickname he has reportedly been dubbed Hannibal Lectez
(after tho fictional cannibalisgtic serlal killer] by his own
civil servants. An intensely private, cerxebral and
*unclubbable” man, Redwood has been a bit of a loner in the
cabinet and in the party, though he has apparently been making
more reqular vigits to the Commons tea room in recent waaks.

As a Tory couple the Redwoods avoid the social scene and are
not considered fashionable. Hia only extravagance is said to
be hie Jaguar XJS. A prolific writer of politiocal truatisaas,
he reads The Sun every day and lists “not reading The
Guardian” aa one of his favourite hobbies.

Cool, languid and urbane in manner, hies critice say he lacks
charisma and the common touch and point to his racent blunder
of failing to turn up for the emergency commons debate on the
Bosnian crisis. A newspaper vox pop in his constituency
reveals a sense that he is a little too full of hi® own self
importance and is famous locally for his regal handshake.
Sharp tongued Tristan Garel Jones calle him JV - short for
just visiting planet earth. Be l1s summed up by hls wife Gail
as "very calm, always in contxol and very much his own man*®.

26 June 1995
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