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8 ocess, are fres to participate fully in democratic
pPHlitics and to join in dialogue in due course bstween the
rnments and the political parties on the way ahead.*®

vious that this paragraph envisages a sequencs.

ere is an end to violence, secondly a comitment to ex-

ly peaceful methods is established and a willingness to
the democratic process is shown. Then and only then can
ogue be joined.

There been a major reduction in paramilitery violencse which
all weficome: but violence is not at an end. Since the cease-fire
thezre jjave been three pmrders by the IRA - one has bsen admitted,
two haye not. In 1995 alone there have been 312 inoidents whare
miassilgs have been throwm at police patyzels, 293 petrol bomb at-
tacks,/| both mainly by republicans, 153 paramilitary beatings,
two-thizrds by republicans and 86 arson attacks on QOrange Halls,
Churchkis otc. Earlier this year, after Sinm Fein comments about
angry |voices and marching feet there were efforts—teo—crsate
sezi street disarder. Add the remarkable eveats at the begin-
ning this wouth vhen the IRA summoned two senior Irish oivil

8 to Rest Belfast and told them that if the Irish govern~-

ment eed to British propossls for am Internaticual Decommis-
sl Camnission the cease-fire would be over and thera would
be *bggdies in the etreet". uu“emt“:f the Irish governmeat
ave wpy to these threats - a dscision with potentially sexious

lications. for the future health of democracy im the Republic

olence and the threat of greater violence is wholly incow
vith a cammitment to exclusively peaceful . The
rukent has chossen decasmissioning as the litpus test of such
tasnt and one cannot see how thesre could bs such a cammit-
thout a willingness té decommission. On this issue there

- is " to be deadlock. The Governmeat has besn flexible but it

has shed a point where this requiresent cannot be vatered down
any her. Our Goverument now appears to be standing firm, It
has It caunot allow itself to be bullied into further
ralr

s ,"ing and Major said last yeer was right and it has to be
over today. If necessary the Sina Fein bluff =must be

It muft also be said that a satisfactory cutcome on decammission-

" ing djjes not meet all the zeguirements of Paragraph 10. It is

stilll necessary for parties hitherto asscciated with
paramjlitarism t6 show that they will abide by the democratis
procegs. Bssentially thie zmeans accepting the princi

sent.|| Other parties have said that ¢t accept this. We may be
sceptical of the sincerity with which some have embraced the
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princi “e of consent. It must he clearly defined for {t cen have
severa meanings. The orucial point is that 8inn Fein has net
yet ac spted it in any form and must do before there can be a
weanin ul dialogue. Ancther requirement in paragzaph 10 {s that
these rties obtain a democratic mandate. The last mandate Sinn
Fein r eived was as a support group for terrorisam.

" - be that both these matters could be zesclved in the cne
an Fain could obtain a demccratiec mandate and show a com~
to the democratic process if there were eslesoticms, say,
w Assembly. By standing, taking their ssats and con-~
tributiing to the debate they could show whether they are com-
mitted|/to the demesratic process and the principle of consent.
In sucll elactions it would be very intersstiang to see what sup-

port 8inn Fein actually has. If they took their seats ve d
regognise their pon#&{g: M?. guld debate with thea across the
floor iand thus ime when ¢t have not fule-

filled/lall the requirement of the Declaration thus be unable
to into formal inter-party talks. An Assembly sould bridge
that gép untlil they do “.t'jh. Tequiremants of the Declaration.

t be objected“that this is just the Unioaists trying to
get thpir Strand 1 objective and leave other matters behiod. Teo
at criticisam we might have to acsept limitations on the
ismedijte functions of such an Assezbly, it might bw that the As~
semblyll would not immsdiately have devolvad to it all the funo-
ossibly available, alfhough I think there is merit in
some functions. We could also be prepazed to see 1f theze
her things that could be dons to build confidence in our

ed not cause say delay. The legislation for such elsc-
‘e on the statute bock and could be activated virtually at
nomefit ‘s notice. We often hepr of the need to meve the Pprocess
¢+ what better way of moving forwerd, for as thing are it
8 if it will be a long time befors 8inn Fein meets all the

nte in the Declaration.

- actually hov any serious negotiations progesd. Kot in
saome g bang" where everything is to be agTeed by everyone at
the moneit, You find something that can be done or agreed
and y¢ 40 that. Then you build frea that to other matters. 1In .
that 1y trust and confidence gzows. And ocrutially the initial
stage in an Assembly could be open and trsasparent, essential
matte, Zor yotaining confidence in the camunity.
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