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Extract from Goed Morning Ulster, 10 August 1995 4 / #?/u.
Interview with Albert Reynolds

A Reynolds: The decommissioning of arms wasn't a precondition during the Downing
Street Declaration and wasn'’t a precondition beforc the ceasefires, und while we all accept
that, you know, the guns have to be destwroyed on ull sides and that we want to get back to an
unarmed socicty, it is an issuc that has to bc dealt with during the process. You can’t have an
arms settlement at the cnd of the day without the destruction of arms and I think everyone
recognises that. But to put it in as a precondition is - preconditions don’t work - it’s really

moving the goal posts after the game has started.

Interviewer: Now would you have signed the Downing Street Declaration if

decommissioning had been a precondition for all-party talks?

A Revnolds: Nol wouldn’t because I’ ve said many times and made it clear that from my
discussions with both sidcs, from people that have been coming to me, [ knew it wouldn’t
work. There was no point in putting a precondition that was going to destroy the whole
Declaration, so there was no question ol it arising anyway. But had it arisen, T was

sufficicntly well-informed of thc whole situdtion that it wouldn’t have worked.

Interviewer: What about the fears of the Unionist community? Do you not accept as Ken
Newell said that there’s:need to build trust and removing the guns and the bombs is one way
of doing that.
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A Reynolds: You must start from a position of building trust by indeed carrying out your

: solemn declarations and commitments given, and both Governments gave commitments in

paragraph 10 in the Downing Strect Declaration about the cntry into full-scale negotiations
with both Governments. And the ceasefire is there for almost 12 months. It’s quite clear that
violencc has been rejected as the way forward, that the democratic process has been ecmbraced
and, you know, people expect both Governments to live up to the Declarations. And after all,
the Ulster Unionists supported the Downing Street Declaration, so | meun it wasn’t a
precondition there and it wasn’t a precondition for the ccasefires. So what I’'m saying is, the
talks should go ahead; it is an issuc, anothcr issue that has to be dealt with, certainly a very
important one and one which we all recognise and both sides recognise. This is nota
question of the TRA, I mean the loyalist paramilitaries have been cqually strong in their vicws
to me and it seems to me that they’rc not going Lo decommission their amms at this point in
time cither. So here’s an issue on which both sides are very clear on what their views are, und

let’s go ahead with the agenda. That matter has (o be dealt with but not as a precondition.

Intervigwer: You just touched upon it, during the debatc you said that you’d held behind-
the-scenes discussions with loyalists, with David Ervine, with Gusty Spence. How important

were they?

A Revnolda: Of course these discussions , which were through intermediaries, were very
important because we had to find exactly what their fears werc, the fears of the Unionist
community, why they were involved in arms conflict, the reasons for it. And I mean it’s very
clear when you hear the leaders of both sides tell you what their fears are. [ can understand
them, T always did understand them. And that’s why the Downing Street Decluration was a
very balanced document and in fact it’s difficult for me to understand why the Framework
Document is being rejected because it is no more than an elaboration of the Downing Street
Dcclaration. As [ say, decommissioning was not a preccondition in the Downing Street

Declaration or in the ceasefire.

Interviewer: The prisohers issue took up a large part of the debate. Are you saying on that
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issue that the British Government has promised more than at the moment they are delivering?

A Reynolds: What I'm sayiny is that I made it clear that both GGovernments - there was
ncver any question of an agreement of a full amnesty, that both Governments were ¢xpected
to look at the prisoners issue, that first of all both Governments committed ourselves to a [ull
repatriation of political prisoners, both loyalist and [RA prisoners. What I’m saying is very
little has happened by the British Government in that respect and I hope they accelerate that
situation hecause that will again bring confidence back into the process which it badly needs
at the moment. And as T said to plenty of people, I know il’s a scasitive issue, and I know
that it’s not an easy issue for politicians to make decisions on, but [ mcan if we’re talking
ultimately about consolidating a peace process and saving people’s lives, then as T say
whatever we have to do should be done. And at least onc expects Governments to carry out

what they said they would do.
Interyiewer: Arc you concerned about the pace of the peace process at thc moment?

A Reynolds: Yes I am, because whiic’i_t:s_m crisis at the moment T think it could easily
find its way into crisis. [ am concerned about it at the moment. T would like to sce the people
who led their own people to ceasefires, I'd like 1o see them supported at this stage by an
acceleration of the things that are required to be done and the initiatives that need to be takcn
in this regard. And you know, if we had, T mean, nobody will blame the British Government
if they set oul and called all-party talks unless somebody didn’t turn up to them and at least
they kept their bona fides with the process and I think that’s what people would like to see
happening.

END
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