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J.Extract from Good Morning; Ulster, 10 August 199� 

Inteo:iew with Albert Bvoolcu 

A Reynol.dJ: The decommissioning of arms wasn't a precondition during the Downing 

Street Declaration and wasn't a precondition before the ceasefires, and while we all accept 

that, you know, the guns have to be destroyed on ull sides and that we want to get hack to an 

unanncd society, it is an issue that has to be dealt with during the process. You can't have an 

aims settlement at the end of the day without the destruction of arms and I think everyone 

recognises that. But to put it in as a precondition is - preconditions don't work - it's really 

moving the goal posts after the game has started. 

Jgteniewer: Now would you ha"{_c siyned the Downing Street Declaration if 

decommissioning had been a precondition for all-party talks'? 

A R�ynold1: No 1 wouldn't because I've said many times and made it clear that from my 

discrnisions with both sides, from people that have been coming to me, I knew it wouldn't 

work. There was no point in puttina a precondition that was gains to destroy the whole 

Declaration, so there was no question of it arising anyway. But had it arisen, I was 

sutlicicntly well-informed of the whole situation that it wouldn't have worked. 

ToteniC}ll[: What about the fears of the Unionist community? Do you not accept as Ken 

Newell said that there's:need to build trust and removing the guns and the bombs is one way 

of doinw that. 
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A Reynolds: You must start from a position ()f building tntst by indeed carrying out your 

solemn declarations m1d commitments given, and both Governments gave commitmenlls in 

paragraph 10 in the Downing Street Declaration about the entry into full-scale negotiations 

with hoth Uovemmcnts. And the ceasefire is there for almost 12 months. It's quite clear that 

violence has been rejected as the way forward, that the democratic process has been embraced 

and, you know, people expect both Governments to live up to the Declarations. And after all, 

the Ulster Unionists supported the Downing Street Declaration, so 1 mean it wasn't a 

precondition there and i1 wasn't a precondition tbr the ceasefires. So what I'm saying is, the 

talks should go ahead; it is an issue, another issue that has to be dealt with, certainly a very 

important one and one which we all recognise and both sides recognise. This is not a 

question of the TRA, l mean the loyalist paramilitaries have been equally strong in their views 

to me and it seems tu 111e that they're not going tll decommission their anns at this point in 

time either. So here's an issue on which both sides are very clear on what their views are, and 

let's ijO ahead with the agenda. That matter has to be dealt with but not as a precondition. 

Interviewer: You just touched upon it, during the debate you said that you'd held behind• 

the-scenes discussions with loyalists, with David Ervine, with Gusty Spence. How important 

were they'? 

A Reynolda: Of course these discussions , which wer� through intermediaries, were very 

important because we had to find exactly what their fears were, the fears of the Unionist 

community, why they were involved in arms conflict, the reasons for it. And I mean it's very 

clear when you hear the leaders of both sides tell you what their fears are. ( can understand 

them, r always did understand them. And that's why the Downing Street Decluration was a 

very balanced document and in fact it's <liffi�ult for me to understand why the Framework 

Document is being �ected because it is no more than an elaboration of the Downing Street 
. , 

Declaration. As I say, decommissioning was not a precondition in the Downing Street 

Declaration or in the ceasefire. 

lnteo:iewer: The prisoners issue took up a large part of the debate. Arc you saying on that 
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issue that the Dritish Government has promised more than at the moment they are delivering? 

A Rcypolds: What I'm saying is that I made it clear lhat both Governments - there was 

never any question or an agreement of a full amnesty, that both Governments were expected 
to look at the prisoners issue, that first of all both Governments committed ourselves to a full 

repatriation of political prisoners, both loyalist and IRA prisoners. \Vhat I'm saying is very 
little has happened by the British Government in that respect and I hope they accelerate that 

situation because that will again bring confidence back into the process which it badly needs 

at the moment. And as I said to plenty of people, I know it's a sensitive issue, and I know 

that it's not an easy issue for politicians to make decisions on, but I mean if we're talking 
ultimately aboul consolidating a peace process and saving people's lives, then a'I T say 

whatever we have to do should be done. And at least one expects Governments to carry out 

what they said they would do. 

Interviewer: Arc you concerned about the pace of the peace process at the moment? 

ni A Reynold1: Yes I am, because while il's not in crisis at the moment I think it could ea.;;ily 

f / / find its way into crisis. I am concem;i-about it at�- I would like to see !he people 

who led their own people to ceasefires, I'd like to see them supported at this stage by an 

acceleration of the things that are required to he done and the initiatives that need to he taken 

in this regard.· i\nd you know, ifwe had, I mean, nobody will blame the Rritish Government 

if they set out and called all-party talks unless somebody didn't turn up to them and at least 

they kept their bona fides with the process and I think that's what people would like to see 

happening. 

END 
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