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" Thé' folloniing is the text of a:statement by Sinn Féin

President Gerry Aidams.

- , :;. Emha ainad. g : .-

jﬂ ... Seeking Agreement
e Sinn .Fin President Gerry Adams, in his firse. Major response to the
election of UUP leader David Trimbie Ras pointed -out that the peace
.. Pmcess "has to belong to all of the people of this island if it is to
4§ 77 suéceed” and that "dialogue is ar the heart of peacemaking™.
- Consequently, the Sinn Féin President appealed 1o Unionists "to engage
positively and practically in the search for a lasting peace, by femoving °

. .Obstacles to-inclusive dialogue and Joining - with the rest of us in. -
- conSofidating the peace process, planning the process of negotiation,

and seécuring en agreement which meets our diverse needs®. e, -

;J Commimenting on unionist rejection of the party's democratic mandatédi-.

i Adams said: "Sinn Féin is a demacratically mandated party. On that'

. basis '%Ione.m"ar'e-entmed to a presence at- allparty talks.

9/18/95 '

- We'have .made.-clear . our commitment ‘to, and wigh for, dialogue
involving both governnients and aff parties the objective.of which
would.be an agreement among our divideg Poople that Would eam the
,allegisnce of all traditions. Sk i

ANl -gf The' statements we have. mide on these matters underiine Sinn
qup;§,_.;pm;t?mpem. to the democratic and peaceful process; It is seffe
which we will eng;gg.
Thehmehas come for. the British .government to call allparty talks

now based'on the democratic and pezpety] pacess and fix a clear date .

P02

i Press Centre, 5185 Falls Road, Beifast
g . Tel: 230281 Fax: 231723 :
.o . Preas Olfig, S1/55 Béthar na bhPai, Beal -
© g00T-05 FON 15730 63

© NAI/TAQOIS/2021/097/38



T S e

) @003 _
09/10 '95 15:31 : T :

o Z‘ «:s#’é‘”‘-sf
‘me full tmat of Mr ndams commentS‘

-"‘tkuomsw speak often of democracy and demand that Sinn Fem prove
its ‘commitment to enclusively peaceful methods'. Mr Trimble has

made this point a number of times since his election. He reiterated it
ayain fullowing his .recent: visit to Dubfin. Irish republicans could

dismiss. this demand- because it is clearly a pretext for the unionist
refusal. to engage in inclusive dialogue and to accept the rights of
.others. Of course, we. could alt make excuses for not talking. All of us
have: reasons to be distrustful and suspicious. Sinn Féin has
acknowledged the difficulties faced by our opponents but that does not
mean:that we accept that any of them have a dght to demand that .our
commltmem; to real peace has to undergo some sort of test. :

- We: oould find many reasons for not talking to the Unionists, What of
* ‘their ‘stand on democracy and adherence to democratic principles? How
real {s_it? What. evidence can Irish nationalists look to and feel
conﬁdmt ‘that unjonism will seek an accommodatnon “based on equahty

and- dema:—acy‘?

f e et e o

'Unlomsm is an ideology, dependent on British patronage and founded on
a demat of democracy - 2 denial of the lrish-peoples right to nationa!
independence. and -the suppression of Irish nationalism. Unionism has
consistently rejected the priticiple of equality, in employment, In
housing, In economic investment and in political power. With weapons
brought in with the collusion of the British pohucal and milrtary-
astablishment - an event repeated 70 years later in the Nelson affair, -
when -South African weapons were brought in by British intefligence to
enhance the killing capacity of the loydlist death squads - unionists
rejected democratic principles and secured by threats and violence the
artificial: division -of .Ireland and the creation of a small loyalist
homeiand m which they were the abso(ute masters. . 28 :

For 50 years. and with @ permanent state of emergency in place,
unionists built an unjust system of political, economic and social
aparthexd which two decades of British direct rule has failed to undo. .
. The :imposition of partition for ireland has been disastrous. It affects‘
the whote Island. It saps our national morale and conscicusness and -
actively retards our ability as a nation to shape all our affairs, to
resolve the causes of poverty, emigradon and lihnemployment, as well as
‘the other more obvxous causes of confiict.

Partman tocks natmnaltSts In the Six Counties into a state to whtch'..'
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R ,ff_,',fg\é,;jo\&e ho- alfegrance. lt ttes umonists to -a negatwe insular vlew of

"tﬁemselves and their future. The consequence of this is that unionists |
have fought against every eéffort, however minimalist, to establish
equaﬁty Unionism has a no-change attitude - what Ff has it holds - it -

' rejects any ‘suggéstion of change to the status quo. We have a quue
Oppor!:umty toagut 2l this behind us.

,;.-HoweVer it 15 clear that in Wreland and Britain and internationally

' there is .a clear recognition that the present structures and policies
have failed and that change - political and constitutional - is
inc\mab!e. Both governments are committed to secking peace, stabmty _
and reconc:lratlon by agreement among all the people who inhabit 1-he
:sland‘

i thrs cilmabe, created by the peace process, the new leader of the
uup, Davzd Trimble, has a crucial role to play in determining the
suocess or fanture of the search for a lasting peace settlement '

Smce his election Mr Trimble has visited London and Dubfin. He wm
goon be in the White House. ! think afl of this is a good thing. The more
umomsts open up their attitude to public debate the sooner we can
move 10 a democsatic accomodation. The more they engage in dlalogue
the better for the rest of us.

.Mr:.,Tri;nble- will-now find his democratic eredentials questioned. Will
he-acknowiedge the undemocratic practices of unionism both past and
present? Does he accept that the role of his party, and of the Orange
Order, of which he is a prominent leader, have been detrtmental to the -
welf bemg of ‘people in the Six Counties? Will Mr Trimble set as his.
goals- the removal of all injustices and Inequalities? Will he repudnate_
dxsm'imlnatnon ‘i .all its forms and support the demand for new
teglslat:on to make anti-discrimlnation laws effective? Will he
instruct his party to adopt new policies in loca! councils which will
put. behind us the depressing spectacle, for example, of unionists
abusmg thelr power in. Beifast City Council? .

.'WiEMrTmnbie accept that alt sections of our pe0ple have the nght to
express their cultural ideatity through language, music, sport and all
other means apen to them? And will he endarse the democratic
principle which céeke agreement and agreed structures for the island
as.a whole through aprocessofdialogueandao:opemenbasedon full
rspm for the rights of all the people of Ireland?
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' Tbe rea!xty is that. Unilonisi cannot contmue to interpret democracy
‘solely :in terms of i own priorities and objectives and to the

ex:ius!on of all other viewa. -

ASeekmg to promote ard Greate a new unionist dominated Assembley,

repackaging ‘an old unionist proposition, wilt not build bridges of trust
with natonalists. Despite the desire of some unionists to prevent
chatige there will he no return to Stormont rule; no return of
majoritarfan politics and no Internal six county based settlement. Such

' ascenanomnotprovxdepeace

Chén’ge'is inevitable and unionist need to come to terms with that fact,
just as they- have to recognise Sinn Féln's electoral and democratic
nvandate. Predictably unionism seeks to ignore that which it dislikes.
Sinix: Féin. stood In the last focal govemment iections on the basis of our
peace strategy It is undoubtedly a source of some annoyance to the UUP
that-in Belfast in that ‘election Sinn Féin won more votes than it did.

_@oos

But that Is the reality and Mr Trimble must stop his efforts to rewrte -

demoecratic principles in the image of traditional unionism and accept
Sinn Féin's right te represent those who vote for us. :

locked unionisse into a laager mindset which has not changed for
generations. It is en attitude which must be challenged from without

. unionism but also from within and as leader Mr Trimble must state

ciearly where ‘he stands.

It is that self-centred, sectarian and conservative attitude which has |

In. contrast to Umon;sm‘s narrow view of democracy, its principles and‘

the responsibilities which come with it, Sinn Fein's commitment to a
demoq-attc resolution has been mpoatedly and publrcly speit out.

Smn Féin is a democsatlcal!y mandated pan;y On that basis aione we

are. ermtled to a pmem at afl-party talks,

Throughout the present peace process we have made abundantly clear on
numeous occasions that we are totally commirted o the democratic

process. The achievement of peace must involve a permanent end to aff

vidlence.

We have made clear our Commitment to, and wish for, dialogue
invoolving both governments and ali parties the objective of which

would be an sgreement among our divided people that would earn the

dllegiance of all traditions.
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In Aprit 1993 in the. first of my joint statements with SDLP leader John
.Hume we agreed that: "everyone has a solemn duty (o change the
political climate away from confifct and tewards 2 process of
national reconciliation, which sees the psaceful accommodation of
the differences betiveen the peaple of Britain and Ireland and the
frish peaple themselpes", Mr Hume and | accepted that the “task of
reaching agreement on a peaceful and democratic accerd for afl in
this Island*, was our primary challenge. And we recognised that any
agreement, “is only achievable and viable ff it can eara and enjay
the allegiance of the different traditions on this istand, b8y
accommodating diversity and providing for national reconciliation.”

‘Following the IRA cessation in August last year, the then Taoiseach
Albert. Reynolds, John Hume and myseif In a jolnt statement in
September speft out our position; “we are at the beginning of a new
era in which mwe are totally committed to democratic and peacefuf
‘methods of resolving our pefitical problems, We reiterats that aur
abjective is an equitable and lasting agreement that can cammand
the allegiance of ali*,

In July in a further joint statement between the Taoiseach John Bruton,
the Tanaiste Dick Spring, John Hume and myself we reiterated “our
tatal and absolute commitment to democratic and peaceful

. methods of resoluing pelitical problems and our opjective of an
eqmtable and . lasting agreement that can command the consent
_and aneglanca of afl."

More reoently the SDLP and Sinn Fein, in- a comprehensive joint
statement: committed both parties to the pursult ¢f a permanent peace
through the creation of “Institutions which have the feyalty of all
sections of our people thus aytomatically remeving the yndertying
causes of conflict and instabltity”. And we stated our confidence that
*a demecratic process can be designed to lead to agreement
a:mmgst the divided people of this island which witl permit for
continued political evolution and provide a salid base for peace”.

Crucia'ily the SDLP ‘and Sinn Fein acknow!edged that the "process of
building a lasting peace Is a problematic and divficuit one”, which
w'll requsre courage, fiexibility and Imagination.

.Sinn Fem believes that the consgent of all sections of our people can be
obtained if the relevant parties but particularly the British and lrish
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' ersﬁ“OVt:mment, and unionists. can have no veto over the calling of
‘ al{-party peace taks,  Of Course, they and anyone ekse have the right to
‘decide when or if they. want to attend. i

L ha\realwaysWessedthe need for unionist involvement in the pééce

Process,  Peiice Is not possible without them, Efforts to marginalise or ,
to ignore’ or to exciude the political opinions of others do not work. [t
is. also undemocratie. So, every effort must be made to involve the

unionjsts, A process “of democratic inclusiveness buyijit on an open

How'do we .do that? - We must constantly seek to engage with the

. unidhfsts and-encourage them to recognise that the pursuit of a reaf
Peace requires Participation and partmership. DBialogue Is- the means by
Which the ofd ‘taboos, Antagonisnrs and fears can be banished and new.

ideas, new language and new accommodations can be agreed.

All of; the statements I have referred 1o underline Sinn Feéin's
Commitment to the democratic and peaceful process. Ir is self-evident
: of any description from 8Ny quarter have no role in any

" we wilf éngage..

Unionism‘hias never feeded a leader since the beginning of this century,
After partition' unionism needed only a safe pair of hands. ‘There was no
need to modernise or reconstruct or even examine the tenets of that -
ideology, - fts future was secured becayse the rest of us were powerless,
Now that hag changed. There is N0 gaing back to the ojd days and
Unionisr €armot afford to retury to the old ways. '
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