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:�.ilt°oitOri.;ill!l is. ·tile text or a,Statement by Sinn F6inP�tident�rrg-Hdams .. 9/t8/9S 
. . .-.. _ ·_2;.:._.· .. _:• __ :. : :. �Embaafgoed-antD.1 ·pm Monday ·9118/95'· · . · ·. Seekiilg Ag"9eritent S"mn . Fein Presldent Geny Adams, In hls first---major response to theelectfQn. of VUP leader ·David Trimble- �as pointed -out that the peace. . _pr� .,,� to bel�ng to all of the people of this istand if it is to·----
. 
s-ueceedlf and that •dialogue fs at the heart of. peacemaking".
. 

t 

. .

Ill 002 

��-��� .the Sinn _Fein President @Pealed to Unionists "to engage �itweJy and practicaffy in the search for a fasting peac� by rem� · . . · ._ .. g�-���- �--.-!��usixe- ·dialogue and Joining ·With the test of us--·in. ·. : · �ii�datir,g the- peace prQCeSs, planning the process of negotiati�,. and sect.iring an agreement whieh meets our �G needsa. . 
. 

--�--- ��s on 11nionist n:iei:tion Of the party's demoaatlc man�. Adams sai� "Sinn F6fn _is a deH1Qcraticafly m�dated party. On tHae. b�s--alone _we ·are :entitled to a prese� at· aR-party talks. -��·::. : ... · . . . 
��>:'fl:l�plrt· the· pn,o�t: peace pt-occss we :have made abundarmy d�·,:·:�1minie_tous··· o�ions .. that we are totally committed to the dem�c �- The achievement of peace· must Involve a permanent end to aJl .violence. . : ·. 

·. �e�·i6ave -.ma�_._..-',�J� . our commitment: to. and wish for, diaioguei��9J�m, .both governments and all pa�es the obJectiv •.. of whi9hw.oufd �.be .an agreement among our divided people that would earn thea�iarice of all traditions. · - - : , . •  . . .  . . -� . -�. -·· ·-. . . . . ' 
. . 

. · .. . · ····.�Ad·qti:i)ie· statements we have._miide on these matters undarline Sinn Fetn�.S:.�itment. to the democratic and pe&cetuf process. ft is self.t����t'-threats of any description from any quarter have no role In.any ·such-'·process. They are certafnly no Part of any talb; process in whi� we MII engag�-
. , ,· . ·. .. 

. The . �_�as c�e for. the British . government to call all-party talks now based' on the demOQ"8Uc and peaceful process and fix" a dear date .·for· �- ·commencement. : ... .. ·. 

• : •
•

• 
• I • .. ' . . ........... ,.... 1 · . •. _. 
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· . · · / ;: . . :·. ·;:·(?(,::i�)f':."'��"��t{�;I\�i� · . .
. ·, ·-11te-fulf'teat· of Mr8dams ·comments: 

�.:�ts . speak. -�ften of demmcy and demand that Sinn Fein prove
� •.�ainmltment ta e11�I11stue1g 11eacetu1 methoas'. Mr Trimble �as 
made this point a number .of tmlt$ since hi$ election. He reiterated .it
cty(fi�.( C�lh:�WJil)'g� · hl3 .. R£cm · vi�ft to Dublin. lrbh rcpublicaras oould 
dfsm,ss. · this demand· because it is clearly a pretext for the unionist 
r:e�� .. to engage in inclusive dialogue and to accept the rights of 

. others. Of course, we. _could all make excuse$ for not talklng. Alt of us 
have·:. reasons to be distrustful and suspicious. Sinn F�fn has 
acknqwl@dged the difficulties faced by our opponents but that does not 
m.��-�·we accept that any of thtm1 have a· rigbt ro demand that -ow-
comrriltme(lt.'��-Q. � �ce has to undergo some $Ort of test. .· 

. . .... ·. 

· W�_.�_wd ·find many.reasons for not tal�ing -to the Unionists .. What .of·their ·stand on democracy and adherence to democratic principles? HPW 
reat ·Is __ It? What. evidence can frlsh nationalists look to and ·teel
co�ant-

.
that unionism wffl seek an accommodation -based on equality

. $1d •democtacy? 
: 

· Union� ·1s an ideology, dependent on British patronage and founde�;_Qri
a_ .�al· of· democracy ... a .denial of the Irish· peoples. right to national 
ind�p�ndence .. and.· the suppression· of Irish nationalism •. Unionism has
con_sis�ently rejected the priricfple of equality,.· in employmen� In
houstrg,: Jn economic investment and in political power. With weapon�
brqu9ftt,. in .with the· collusion of the British political and military ·
�lishment ·- an event repeated 70 years later in the Nelson affair� 
when ··South African weapons were brought in by British lnt�lligence to 
e1Jrn1�e the ldnrng capacity of �e loyalist death squads - unionists 
rej�d democratic principles and secured by threats and· violence the
art!fieial: .division ... of. .·Jreland and the creat

.
ion · of a small loyali$t

h':>[n� in which .they ·were the ab5alute maste�. �-,. · · · 
. .  · ·:--· 

. . . 

. . . . . 

FQr S(}l ;,years, and with a permanent state of ernergency in plac&ir 
u�ioni�� b1:1Ht an unjust system of political, ec:onomic and social 
apaf't:Oeid.· which �wo decades of British direct rule· has· failed to undo.. .

. The.·-'lmP:o�n· ·of partltron for Ireland has been disastrous. It affects··
the 'Whore island. It saps OUI" natfonal morale and consciousness and 
actively reurdc our ability as • nation to shape all our affairs, to 
resolve-.the causes ·of poverty, emigration and unemployment, as -wen as
the other more obvious causes of conflict.

: ··:,.f.J( · .. ,.... . . .. 
�ori ... tocks natlonalifu . In the Six Counties into a state to which• .. ·

.: .. :· ·:

......... ·, ·s�oor-95 r10N 1s:3i G3 
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t

tifesia,Jce. ·1t:-tf� ·:ur_uonists to ·.a negative insular vt�w of· 
· · �selves and their future. The consequence of thls is that uniol'!ists

have fought against every effort, however minimalist, to establish
eq�;y. Unionism has a no-change attitude - what ff has it holds·.-. it · . �acts any :suggestion of change to the status quo. We have a uni_que 
��{o/. :P!�-aJf.. this behi�d us. . 

. 
. · .

. 

. . . . . ; . . ,· _· ·, �-··�: ,• 

. .. . ,::H���y�r-. )t·:· is: cie:ar · that in Ireland and Britain and Internationally
-tht!fe.· Is .a. dear recognition that the present structures and policies

· haye failed .. and that change - political and constitutional - is
in��ble.. Both gc,.,cmmem:s are committed to scddng peace, stability 
and ·tecooct1iat�n by agreement among all the people who inhabit #,.� .
��� . 

. . . ' 

lti this .. cih'nate. created by the peace process, the new leader of the 
U4P .: �avid - Trimble,, has a crucial role t� play in determining �he
success or failure of. the search for a lasting peace settlement. 

. .  
Since : his election Mr Trimble has Visited London and Dublin. He will 
s.o61f �e in

. 
the White �use.· f think a11 of thiS _Is a good thing. The _mc;,re

un_iot,.ist$ open .up. their attitude to public debate the sooner we can 
move "to a ·democratic accomodation.. The more they engage in diaJosue 
the better 'tor the rest of us. . . . .. .. ,. ' 

. Mr:._T�ble·. ·\'Jill ··:now find his democratic credentials questioned. wm
he::��owledge the undemocratic practices of unionism both past and 
present? Does he accept that the role of his party, and of the Orange

O�_.qf which.he is a prominent ·teader, have been detrimental to the 
wel(�ng .or· ·people in the Six Counties? Will Mr Trimble set as hrs. 
g�j��� .. -��m��- of aU injustices and lnequalltles? Wiff he repudiate . ·.
diseii�lnation ·•.in . all Its fonns and support the demand for ·new

. 

legfsiation to make antf .. discrimfnatfon laws effeetive? Wili .he 
lnstruc;t. his party to- adopt new policfes in local councils which will 
puf· �ind · us. the depressing Spectacle, for example, of unionists 
��99 ·�.it. power _in, �-�t City Councit7.· '; ' . . 

--� M(Tiimbl�: �� :-tt:mt all Hd:lons of our
. 
people have the right to :­

IIXpress their· culturai identity thrQU9h languaget music; sport and all 
other means ·open to · them? And wlll he endoise the· dt!mocratic 
prinei� which �eeb sagr"men't and agreed structures for the island 
as .. a .whole through a process of dialogue and co-operation based on fuD 
�--for :the ·rights of-all the people of Ireland? 

3 
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. -�: .. �fy'. is that'. Urifonisin·
. 
QrthOt 9Cntjt'lhe to interpret democracy 

·.solely : in · -terms of its awn priorities and objectives and to the
exclusion of all · other views. 

. . . . 

. -See�g · to promote ari"d create a new uniortlst dominated Assembiey, 
r•packaging-. ·-an old unionist proposition, wUJ not build bridges of trust 
�-.:'natj�:aiists.. Despite the desire of some unionists to prev�t 
change ·there wBI ·be no return to Stormont rule; no return of 
majotjtarian pofitics and no Internal six county based settlement.. Such 
a �o ·cannot pro\lide peace. 

Charige-· is inevltabfe and unionist need to come to terms with that fact,
just . as they. have to recognise Sinn F�ln*s electoral and democratic 
��te& · Predictably unionism seeks to Ignore that . which it dis&kes.
Slnn:·F.e-iri-stood Jn the.last local government fec:tions on the bUiS of our
p�e, -strategy. It is undoubtedly a source of same annoyance to the WP 
that:·:m Belfast in· that ·election Sinn Ff:in won· more vates than it did. 
But that ls the reality and Mr Trimble must stop his effo� to rewrite · 
demoaatic principles· In the image of traditional unior'tisrn and accept 
Sin� �n's righ� to. �nt those who wt& for us. 

• • 
• 

• # ' -� • 
• • 

It .is that ·-setf..-centred, •sectarian and conservative attitude which has 
loc�ed unionists into a laager mindset which has not changed for 
generations. It is an attitude which muSt be challenged from with� 

. unionism_ but also from within and as leader Mr Trimble must state
clearly· where •he stands. 

. :··:· •:· 
.. . 

. 

In .. contrast to Unionism•s narrow view of democracy, its principles and. · 
the respanslbiltties which come � It, Sinn Fein's commitment to a 
d�ic resolution has been repeatedly and. �licly spelt out.
. . . 

. . 
. 

. . -
. . ... 

Shl�· F61n :($ a· democr.rtically m�ndated party. On that basis alone w� 
are. entitled. to a presence at aft-party talks. 

Thro�ighout the. present peace process we have -made abundantly clear on 
numer0US occasions that we are totally &Ommitted to the democratic 
pr�� The achievement of peace must involve a permanent end to �. 
violen� 

We have made clear· our commitment to, and wish for, dialogu� 
invc:;olving both governments and all parties the objeciive of whi�h 
wo�d:.� an agreement among OUJ" divided people that would earn tlie
aHegianµe of all traditions. 

. . . . 

'f 
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In: April 1993 in the· first of rny joint statements with SDLP leader John 
. Hume we agreed that: "euergane bas a aolemn autg ta change th& 
political c1tmate - amag .rrom conntct and towards a praces� -a-t

l'latianal recoocillatian, Which sees the psacefat accommodaUan ar 
the differences betiueen lho people af Britain and Ireland and. fhB 
lrlSIJ. people th�mselpes". Mr Hume and I accepted that the •task at

·rea�tng agreement an a peacerul and t1emocrat1c accord rar all tn
_thl�:./sland .. ,. was our primary chaflenge. And we recognised that any
_agreen,tent, Dis aatg achle11able and ulable If It can earn anr1 enJay
the aUeglancs af the dlrt'en,nt traditions an this illan� by
accommodating dlu�rsitg and prauldlng foi-national retonciflation.".

.. ·
• 

•• - I • • 

·following ·t�e ·1AA cessation in August last year, the then Taoiseach
Albert .. Reynolds, John Hume and myseff In a joint statement· in
Sep�ember speft out our position; "we are at the llegtnnlng of a new
era In ·which .we are totally committed ta democrat;� and peaceflsl

·m�t,iotts ofresolutng our JJOlfflcal problems. Ble reiterate that a,,,­
obJ'ecJJoe Is ilR equitable and lasting agreement tllat can camm�nll
tbe -�lleglance-or a11•, . 

· · 
·• • • • ! • 

In July. in a further joint statement between the Taoiseach John Bruton,
the · T�naiste Dick Spring, John Hume and myself we reiterated "our
tat1/ll · and absolute commitment ta democratic ana peacs_f"ul

. �eth_ods or resalulng political problems a1111 our 011Jecr1ue of an 
equitable and. lasting agreement that can &ammand the consent 
ani{�!.legl&.11£e.·.a_f all.·" . ' . . · · .  

� . _ . .  : : . . . .
Mor� ,recently the. SpLP and Sinn Fein, fn· a comprehensive joint 
s�t�ent · committed both parties to· the pursUit of a permanent peace 
through .the crea'tlon of •1n$Ufuffon$ Which haue llttt togalty af all 
sectlaas of our 11sople thus avromatictdlg remaulng tile underl�g 
causes at mnffict. and lnstabmtg". And we stated our confidence that

':a d_e11,1ocratlc pro�ess ca11 be designed to lead to agreement 
an,�ngst t!,1, dlotded people of thla islantl w111c11 u,111 permit ror 
cantin�fUI palltical euolrd/an and prouide a salllf base tor peace•.

C�cbmy.- the. SDLP .--nd SiM Fein acknowledged that the ",,,-ocess or

llflilding a l8$fin§ peace Is a 1Jl'lllllemat1c and dlrff,:u,r one·, which ·

will r��re co�ge, flexibility and Imagination. 

�;:feirt believes that the consent of aD sections of our people can be 
· obi:ainec:r if the relevant parties but particularly the British and Irish

. : .,: -:-9�0CT�95 MON i 5: 32 
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·.�. dem�ta the politfca! ¥IOI to achieve it. Unionistssa'Y)3ii�,f� c;lellve, therit .to all� tallcs. We accept that, but··� :;;,·0.riO clcriyjrig the relation,ilt/p between the 1.111ionists and. the· ;!li,itfsirg� and unlonisl$ .. can hlllle no 'V6tO over the caning of
• • ',' • -( : 

• I •  
- • :-�'-ltT�:- peace talks.· O.f course. they and anyone else have the right to.:if'�He :when· or· if they. want to attend. · . 

I �"\?. ��-� the �. for unionist illl/Olvement in the Pince � ''�1::C I;,, 1!9!: possJbfe without them. Efforts to marginalise or .to J9i19re· or ·to·exciude the pofitlcaf opinions of others do not work. ft Is. ·iilso llnifemocratic. So, eve,y effort must be made to ln\lOlve theunionists.. A· process ·of democratic inclusiveness built on an open

. - . ... 

. dia!,ogue of � .� respect of Dt11er ol)ndons is essential. \ . .::�· ... :.. . .' .. ·. 
:._ . . . . ·;<·· J:!�::� -��_.do·-.:�t?·····:we must �onsta�y seek to engage With the . ·uruonfst.s and··encourage them to recognise that the pursuit of a real _peace . r�lres partlc_ipatlon and partnership. Dialogue Les - the mt!ans -by·� C�ii ijld 'i:aboos, ·antagonisms and fears can be banished and nc;>vi�,. iiew lahgttage and new accommodations can be agr�. ,: 

' . .· .. 
I'�ij�:� uni!iniiits to en9&9e JJOS1tive1y and Prai:tically in U,e�· 'for a lastklg peace, by removing obstacles to inclusive dialogue

. l ., • • 
. 

. 

and".Jo.in/rig � the rest of us In COnsof'tdatlng tlte peace process, pfa:n_ljn)g··:the · prqcess of negotiation, and securing an agreement whichmeets .our diverse needs'! . 
All.;-rif:'iffe iitateffleriis I have referred to underline Sinn F61n's�'911: to the democratic IHld peaceful Pf'ocess. It is self-evidentthat � of any description from any quarter have no role in anysuch proc� .. They are certainly no part of any talks process in whfeh. we wm engage_. 

llriionisnr<1ias.1l<'Ver .� a loader 91nce the beginning of this centu,y. ·After ·t>anition'-
·unionism �eeded only a safe pair of hands. ··There was no need to· modernise or reconstruct or even e>camfne the tenets of that ldeology.,fts � Mi� .8t!Cured because the rest Of us were l>OWertess.Now tllai ba:!' C�tld. There Is no going back to the old days andunionisn, �ot afford to return to the old ways. 

As Jeadli� �f· the Ulsur Unionist Party Oa\fid Trimble has theoppo�� to lead his party Into a· future brimming over withPGt�. t,r CCUrse, David T� may feel that he has only to build amore visible and positive profile for the WP, If thl$ is the case then
. . 

:· __ :_ .. .. )1: t· ---
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