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1. Michael Legge (N10) and [ had a meeting at the QUB roreption lust night with
= Senator Mitchell and his assistant Marthu Pope.

Z We mentioned the names of the two candidatcs whom the Governments had in mind -
as his colleagues on the Body. The Senalor rmade clear that he had no abjections w
either name und was very happy at the appointments. He has met De Chasielain

before but is not acquainted with Holkeni.

3. We wld him also of the two Guvamments' plans to issue simultancous press releases

announcing the appointments.

4, His immediate priority is to rake contact with both individuals. [ have been lizising
with David Cooney on this. Michucl Legge has provided the phone numbesa in the
British Goverrmment's possession and 1 have passcd these to David for currelation with
the numbers we may have and forwarding to Martha Pope at the Canrad Hotcl this

moming (as she requested last night).

5. Senator Mitchell also indicated the time-slots which he envisages for his retum visits
10 Ireland in connection with this assignment. These are 15-18 Decernber and
(roughly) 10-13 January. He has in mind an intensive programme of contacts on both
occasions. He has unfortunately a prior overseas commitment which will take him out
of the US for a number of days from 13 January onwards, Conscious of the mid-
January deadline specified in Tucsday’s communique, he hopes that thero may be
some flexibilicy in this rcgard and would be willing (o return to Ircland around 18

around 10 January.
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.J January if still required. [lis aim, howevet, is to have the report finalised by on or

6. In the first instance, he would like to invite the political parties to send in wrirten
submissions. [le proposes to issuc a lcrter 10 this etfect to them early next week (after
he has consulted with his two collecaguss). The submissions would be processed by
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the Body and would form the basis for oral cxchaages when the Senator rearnas in
mid-December. As I mentioned, he and Martha Pope requesied the Govermments’
avs{stance in phoning the parties for the purpns=e of alesting them to the forthcoming
letter. In contacts [ have had this moming with Michael Legge and David Cooacy, we
have agreed that the appropriate course would be for the Governments simply to
supply contac! Jetails to Martha Pope and to lcave it lo the Body and its staff 1o make
the actual contacts,

7. There was no detailed discussion last night of practical aspects ol’the Body's work.
The Scnator and Martha Pope were gruteful for the practical wrrangements puper
which we handed over aud will no doubt have points to raise arising from it when you
see them on Saturday. What did emerge, however, is that Mactha will be the
Senator’s maia colluborator on this assignment and that both the Senator’s and her
own services will come Iree of charge (as will thase of a further stafler and a
secretary, if' T understood correctly). It was also clcar that they had not cxpected hotel
accommodation arrangements to be made for them on quite the scale which has been
envisaged.

8. Finally, a point which may be of not entirely acedemic inter2st. Legge meationed to
Mitchell that Paul Lever of the Cabinet Office, whom you know, is a fluent Finnish
speaker (from his FCO tralning) and could be useful in case any languaus difficultics
arise with Holkeri. It is difficult to imagine any such difficuliies arising with an ’
individual of Holkeri’s background but it may be an angle worth wetching,

(Legge referred lightly to Lever’s akills as the British Government’s “secret

weopon™).
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