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MEETING WITH NANCY SODERBERG

. I met with Nancy Soderberg at the White House fonowma her rerurn with National
Security Adviser Tony Lake from London. 1 saJd that we had valued our contact with the
US team over the past few days, aud were acutcly aware of the importance of continuing

to work very closely with them. ' | IE :

2. Ms Soderberg said she is convmccd that both Smn Fein and the British want to reach an
agreement. It is essential to mamtam momcntum and that the discussions be pushed
ahead as rapidly as possible. There is clearly concem that ume is running short. She
referred to the fact that Senator Mitchell (whom I met and spoke with briefly on his way
out from a briefing) will be unavailable in the first two we;ks of November. Referring to
the President’s trip, she noted that we were alsc; running out of time at the other end of
the time spectrum. For all that, there was & scnlfse,that a deal could still be done, with

maximum effort on all sides.
i i
l

3. The ficst priority was that Sinn Fein and the Bnnsh must begm to speak directly to each

other, and that they deal explicitly with the substance of the oursmading issues. In
particular, Sinn Fein need to tell the British, as they have told others, that they are
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prepared for serious, credible discussions on decommissioning, and that Sinn Fein too are

prepared to look at the findings of the Commission on their merits. This afternoon’s

meeting between Ancram and McGuinness, ofl;which Lbey_ had not yet had word, would

be very significant in this rwpecti.

|

4. As regards the Unionists, Soderberg COnﬁ:ﬂﬂcd the accomit of the hard line presentation
as conveyed by Lake to the Tanaiste, but felt that in the cucumstances and with Taylor
present, it wes not surprising and hopefully not deﬁmtwe. The British side emphasxsed to
them their hope that Trimble can still be brought.to acqm%ce in the twin-track approach,
but that he is not there yet The White House spe the Assembly proposal as critical to any
prospect of bringing him on board. Soderberg '_expressed concern that Hume’s response
has been unnecessarily negative (even by conteast with Adams), and asked that we use
our influence to soften his position. She emphasxsed that what is at issue is not the
substance (about which she fully tmderstznds the reservatmns), but the perceived

unwillingness even to discuss thq proposal in d}e political track.

o As regards fixing a date for the commencement of polmcal talks, Soderberg quoted the
British to the effect that we were now very closc if not a.lready at, the limit of the period
within which a pre-end year date. could be chosen Her ovlm view was that while limited
slippage on this front would not necesc.anly brmg the edxﬁce down, if all else was agreed,
it was a further source of dlﬁculty which we could well do without.

6. Reflecting the overriding importance the NSC r.eam attach to expediting progress towards
an agreement, Soderberg said thzt they had been encoura.ged to hear that the Anglo-Irish
Conference on Tuesday had agreed to advance preparatory work on the functioning of the
Commission. She emphasised that Comm1551on mcmbersltnp was a matter for the British

and Irish Govemments, in copsultanon with t.hp other part'_ies. She presumed, however,
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unlike the format sometimes used in labour negouanons, that instead of each Government
nominating a member, all the nOmmees shou]d be acceptable to each of the parties. Asan
aid to deliberations, she offered tq make gvaﬂable to the Embassy in the next few days a
list of names of potental Commission membct’s.

% At various points in the discussidn, Soderberg %zmphasiseci the particular nature of the US
role, which (if it was to be usefull), requiréd itto operate ina discreet and low-key
manner. Some of the media coverage had not t:>een helpfuL and it was very difficult to
expect the British Government, or even the Unionists, to ﬂold constructive meetings with
them against that background. Sf;c mentioned thaI Conor ;O’Clery had already been in .
touch since her return, and, refeuing to the Irisl‘l Times arttjcle on 16 October, explained
the difficulties caused by the cdit}'ng, unknownfto him, of his copy prior to publication. I
said that we were very conscious of the nature and character of the US role, and would

also seek to ensure that this was understood by those with 'iwhom we were in discussion.

)

|
President’s Visit to N Ireland .

8. We touched briefly on the President’s programme. Soderberg said they were still
wresling with how to ensure balance. Qu%tioﬁs continuc;d to be raised about the
Mackey’s site, but they are clearly reluctant to iiiscard an c;ption which they find
attractive in many respects, both practical and polnlcal The question of arrangements for
contact with political leaders is also u:ndemded. They are at present debating whether if

_ they have separate meetings wuh ‘Hume (in Deny) and l‘nmble they can take care of
other party leaders at an omm"bus soc1al event. Thcy are concemed at Paisley’s reaction:

one possibility is an encounter ofsome kind wllnle the President is at Wesuninster.

|
|
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Conclusion |

10.  The following points emerged clearly from the é}iscus‘sion: :

. US attach highest importance t0 mamrammg and, if possible, accelerafing the
L |

momentum of discussions.
N

. Sinn Fein and the British need to engagé without delay in direct, substantive
dialogue
. Assembly proposal offers best prospect of securing Unionist engagement with the
twin-track model | :
| | ;
. US continue to be actively involved, but nature of its role needs to be understood.
1 ! '

11.  We will pass on the list of possible Commission nominees when it becomes available

ENDS :

(Total no of pages: 4)

Trapsmitting operator: N Ces '
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