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1. Trimble met with the President, the Vice- President aud Tony Lake at a meeting which
lasted a little over half an hour; ‘the President was present for about 10 mimutes. The
view afterwards in the White House was that the moeting had gone well, and that Trimble
had shown signs of flexibility on his Assembly proposal. He had stressed its fimtion as
a forum for debate, and his opermess to ideas gstohowiti:u.ightbe structured.
Responding to a question about ;mionali'st interests, he suggested that experts on cross-
border topics might be invited to give evidence. It was noted however that there was a
presumption that this process wc‘;uld be complétc before wider tallas (Strands 2 and 3)
would get under way. i .

2. The President sressed that the US was acting on an even-handed basis. Trimble
welcomed this, and expressed eppreciation for the President’s strong Support for the
consent principal. Trimble stressed the importace of a balanced agenda for the
President’s trip to Northern Imlanld, and was assured that this was precisaly the
intention : | e
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3. TheUS side indicated that the Assembly idea merited consideration, but said that the
appropriate forum was tlie politicel track of the tvbin-u'ack process. They have been at
pains subsequently to stress that this does not reptesent an endorsement of the proposal.
On decoxmmsswnmg, the Presdent preempted a prolonged discussion by stating that he
had always seen it as an mnﬁd element in the pmce precess. Trimble referred
approwngly to the Presxdent s rema:tks on the topxc in his address at the White House
Conference.

4. The Unionist delegation 1 made a point of stafing theu' interest n meeting with Hume.
Asit happened, Hume was entering the White Home with a European Parliament
delegation to meet with Lake as the Umomss were leaving, and was engaged by them in
conversation in froat of the media. We mdexstand (from both sides) that following that
mecnng Lake asked Hume if his position'on the Assembl-y had changed, and was told it
had not.

Q:hume_@m i ;

) Ata Brmsh Embassy (NI Burean) orgamzed lunch immediately after the White House
meeting, Trimble chamctenmd the meetmg as vmy positive. He said that both sides were
agreed on the xmportance of the a;ophcanon of the consent principle and of progress on
decommissioning. The Admlmstratmn would contmue to reflect to Sinn Fein the
importance of decommssxomng. They had also dlsamsed the twin-track process about
which he said the Admmxstranon were more optumstxc than he was. He went on to say
that there had been a detmled dJscusszon of his asemhly proposal. Echoing a now

 failir note, Trimble sazd that he had asked the Adn.nmsrranon to convey to Hume his
mterest in a meeting to dxscuss the proposal. '
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6. Following these remarks, Trimble moved around the room and met most of the (about 30)
people present. In response to "afel.low.ouesit who suggested that while the Assembly
might look after Strand I issues, there seemed to be no provmon for Strands I and 11,
Trimble claimed that the mandate of the body would be suﬂicxenﬂy broad to allow it to
encormpass all these issues. Asked about the enstmg twin-track process, he said ﬂmt it
was very difficult to see it woﬂcmg and pomted a finger squarely at Sinn Feln. Ina
conversation with the undermgned, hlS line was that the twm-tmck should compzise the //
Assembly and the decommmmopmg body.

Ad Hog¢ Compmittee

g From the Capitol Hill side, there was a unammouslv unfavoxable read-out of the meetmc
between Trimble and the group ¢ chaxred by Congxessman Gilman. There were about 8 to
10 members present for the hom—long meetmg While Tnmble s approach was thought to
be discouraging, the real villain of the picce appea:ed to be Ken Maginnis. He was
variously characterized as rude, abusxve and cﬁscourteous. Many of these present thought
they were witnessing a “good co;:/bad cop rounnc, except that the good cop also lefta
lot to be desired. Apart from i mssnng on the ments of then' proposal for an assembly and
on the need for dec:ommzssmnmg, two pqmts wereemphamzd.

~  ifthe twin-track was in trouble, it was because threats by Sina Fein of a retura to
violence had forced the c%nhceﬂaﬁon of the Summn;

- Humewasﬁimﬁngthei;r:xepea:edeﬂ;‘ortstomeetwithhim.
8.  Itwas commented afterwards that in their determination to paint Hume in a bad light, the

visitors had said very little about theiz view of Adams’ role in current events. Particular

|
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offence was caused byETrimble’s reactionto a mﬂd observation by Jim Walsh, Chairman
of the Friends of Ireland, thatiprogress would bé helped by overcoming sectarian
animosity. Trimble's response that it was impossible to separate religion from political
issues was seen as both revealing and depressmg

9. In response to a straight question from Gilman as to why they could sit down with Sinn
Fein in an Assembly but not in all-party talks, Trimble's reply was that there was a
critical distinction between debate (Assembly) and negotiation (talks). ~For all that,
Gilman indicated that hc hopes to meet with :the::pany when he visits Northem Ireland in
January. : |
Meeting with Se ; K dy I :

10.  The Senator had been hoping to establish a sound personal relationship with the Unionist
leader, and on that accoimt their meeting was judged a success. After breakfast (for
which the venue was swiitched from home to his 6fﬁce) Kennedy gave his guest a tour of
the Senate, before thmr fh'scussionsi‘ began. Despite wide differences on the issues, the
tone was always amiczbic, although there was a semc that Trimble never fully relaxed.
Trimble’s temper came close to showmg only once - when taken up on claims that the
Tanmst:hadchangedhxs stance onﬁecnmmxsmomng_butotherwxse he gave the
impression of a man mm:asfuﬂv stmgghng to stay in control,

11.  On substance Trimble took the line that the prospects for success in the twin-track had
effectively been ended by the September meeting between Sinn Fein and Irish
Goverument officials “at Clonard Monastery”. He pushed the Assembly as a way around
this impasse. It would serve as a vebicle for pofitical dialogue in the period ahead, and
suggested that this was aIII the more important gwen that there was no prospect of all-
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was enhanced by a clearly fo:nscd message, w%hich._ was mcated at every opportumity:
-Sinn Fein have eﬂ"ecﬁveiy scuppered t:hc original fwin-track process;
-an Assembly, suitably modn‘ied to meet “t&soua@le” Nationalist concerns, can
secure Unionist mvolvemem in the process

-John Hume is unwxllmg to engage with Umomss

16..  As to his capacity to contribute m:lagmanvely to a settlemcnt, for many here thls remams
an open question. Nevertheless the White Housc view of hJS” flexibilityy “ on the
Assembly proposal will help to ftmher its cred1bxltty although they will also take very
seriously the concerns refterated today by the SDLP lader. Finally, while Trimble may
not be unduly concerned at the oﬂ'enoe appaxenﬂy caused to Irish-American politicians, at:
the very least an important oppommty, mclndmcr in the context of the President’s visit,
to promote a less antagonisticc daalogue betweqn Umomst§ and Irish-America appears to
have been missed. o : % |
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party talks before afumn next yea: He also leﬁ the clear impression that a revised twin- /
track would comprise (only ) the Assembly and the decommissioning body.

12.  He again complained tha1 Hume was avoiding llum and was not taking up offers of a
direct mesting bctweeﬁ them Gt is fair to say t]:ai Hume vigorously contests this account,
and states.that their two secretzmm have been trymg to find a mutually convenient date

2 e

and that there was contact between the two oﬂices on this only last week).

13. Shortly afterwards, Kennedy met w1th Hume who said that the Asscmbly idea should be
included in the agenda for all-party talks. However, he stressed that it was strongly
opposed in the Nanonahst commuumity, and if ever convened, would quickly degenerate
into an unproductive shoutmg match. Speakmg generally of the peace process, he
stressed the good work:ma relationship with the Govemment, and referred to the
Taoiseach’s successfu] ‘visit to Den'y last week. | He claimed that the British were stalling
on thc convening of all—pa:ty talks and tlus was cansmg major problems with Sinn Fein.
I ollowmv his meeting wnh Adams last Fnday hc had spoken directly with London in
advance of Tuesday’s Anczam/Mchnn&ss meetm,, g and stressed the absolute
importance of a more f!exiblelapproach. "

14. Rcflerring to the recent Zvisit to Lon'don by Tony Lake and Nancy Soderberg, Kemmedy
expressed some doubt about its value, and ssid ﬁie fhought the NSC team themselves had
begun, before they leﬁ?éto feel that their presem:e was becoming counter-productive.

:
15.  Initial reaction to the vi;sit suggests that Trimble came across as 2 substantial (if
personally complex) ﬁgme, well able to handle hlmself on the wider stage. His impact
I : g
| ;
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. Anne W. Smith

Press Release - Washington, D.C. & Belfast, Wednesday, November 1_, 1995

David- Trimble, -leader of the Ulster Unionist Party (UUP). of Northern. Ireland ‘met today in Washmgton
D.C. with President Clinton, Vice President, Gore and senior admmxsﬂanvc officials.

The UUP represents the largest political consntucncy in Northern Ireland. Trimble is the first UUP leader to
sfficially meet 2 United States President. He was accompamed to the: White House by Ken McGinais, MP
‘UUP Security Spokesperson) , Reverend Martin Smyth MP (UUP Interuauonal Director), leffrey
Dona.dsori, Honorary Secretary and Anne Smith, Bureau Coordinator of UUP North America. -

vir. Trimble , during an impromptu White House press conference, mmcdxately following his meeting with
he President of the United States said, "It was an honor today for our Ulster Unionist Party Delegation to
neet President Clinton, Vice President Gore and others in the United States Administration who actively-
upport a lasting peace, constitutional democracy, expanded job produc.mg'eoonomxc development and -

avestment in Ulster: and increased education, cultural and cmc links between the United States and
{orthern Ireland. -

Jur discussions with the President, Vice President Gorc. Cabmet, Repubhm and Democranc Congressional

spresentatives and American Business, trade associations and d:p!omauc leaders have been frank,
onstructive and encouraging.

'he UUP is commiﬂed to dialogue with any crediblé source, who is prepared to discuss on a level and
cceptable piaying field how the issues of peace, democracy and economic development can be miost

ffectively and fairly advanced with m;xact for our: two traditions and for the beneﬁt of alf the peaple of-
lorthern Ireland. _

ased on our discussions throughouf three days of extenswe talks on the ma}or political, policy and peace -
sues being addressed for the people of Ulster, I believe that it is time for concerted action by government,
1siness and community leaders to 'get off the fencq.' and move beyond the current impasse. -

North American Burcau, PO Box 16488, Washington DC 20041, USA Tel/Fax:
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On that subject, the UUP challenges those in posxnons of power in the Umted Kingdom and the United States
to join with our party to accomplish the foIlowmg objectives.

PEACE The UUP challenges the Loyalist paramilitary l&dushsp to take ﬁe courageous first step and moral
trigirground by beginning the process of disarmament, as quickly as possible - it is in the best interess of all
of the citizens of Northern Ireland that this critical action toward a secure, safe and lasting peace in our
Province is begun and that the IRA match any mxtiadvc by the Loyalist pammdmuy leaders.

DEMQCRACY The UUP challenges the UK government to set a date fot all party local elections to a
Northerntretand Assembly or Constitutional Conivention with the leaders of all democratically elected
political parties in Northern Ireland. It offers the most realistic optior to move the democratic prowss :
forward and achieve an inclusive dialogue mvolvmg all parties.

ECONOMIC DEVEIQPMENT The UUP cballengu govcmment and business leaders involved with
economic development, Northern Ireland - United States trade and investment to help increase the
international competitiveness of Ulster's masufacturing and service industries, expand exports and increase
busipess enzrcprenzurshxp The Clinton Admiristration's commitmeant %0 help improve these critical
objectives is admirable and the UUP urges Amecican business tearders-in Northern Ireland and Ulster firms
trading with the United States to suppart the development of a Belfast based American Chamber of
Commerce - Northern Ireland (affiliated with thz American Chambet UK) to consohdate our business
relationship with the United States. ey S

President.Clinton’ sm To.Northern Ireland ’me UUP challenges the US Administration to ensure that the

hsmuﬁswmmmemfmswmeormemhhndmonabﬂmwdmmagwa
equal access to the people of both traditions, Unionist and Nationalist, to greet the American leader in their

respective communities. The people of Ulster are honored by the Pmulent spending time in our Province
and he will be assured a warm welcome. When Air Force One lands at Belfast International Airport, the
Gateway 10 Ulster, for international tourist and busm travellers, the media will share 2 much peeded
message with the world - that a safe, secure and peaceful Northern Ireland is 2 beautiful European region.
thh Iegeudary hospitality and fine people who wa.nt mcmascd tourism, mkunent and business,

For further information please 5-ggn:gg: £ 74
§ 3 | T

Jeffrey Donaldson ; ~ Anne Smith

Director, North Amarican Bureau ‘Coortli.nat.or, North

3 Glengall Street . , Amcrican Bureau

Belfast BT12 SAE | PO Box 16488

Northern Ireland _ ‘Washington DC 20041
. Tel: 01232-324601 | | - Tael: 76,"3-250-—3455

Fax: 01232-246738 'Fax: 703-260-3466
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secrétary

For Immediat=s Release g, Nevemper 1, 19985

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

The Vice President met for almost an hour today with the
leader of the Ulster Unionist Party, David Trimble. The
president joined them for part of the meeting. The focus of the
discussion was the peace pfccess in Norbhern Ireland.

The President and une Vice Presi dent e xp*essad continued
U.$. support for the efrorts o the British and Irish Governments
and the people of Nerthern Ireland tc reach 2 just and lasting
settlement. They underscored their view that such a settlzment
must he based on the ccnscnt of both comnnn_tles of Northern
Ireland. L

The PIESldEnb and the Vice President expressed the -view that
the twin-track prcposal suppcrLed by the British and Irish
Governments offers a basis for progress inithe peace process and
far addressing seriously the issue of decommissioning of weapons.
They exchanged views with Mr. *rlmble on h;s vropeosel for an
elected assembly in Nbrghern Irela

The Fresident dlscussed with Mr. Tr"mele his planned visit
to Northezn Ireland on Novenmber 30. He underscored that he is
looking forward Lo meeting with’ people from beoth traditions and
hearing their views on how to achieve a lasting peace.

__ !
|
|
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