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TRANSCRIFT OF PRESS COVFERENCE
GIVEN 3Y THE PRINE MINISTER, ¥R JOHN MAJOR,
IN SELFAST

O% WEDNSSDAY, 22 FESRUARY 1995

VRINE MINTSTER: NNy | " .
Let #e 58y 3 oW words £¢ you about the éezand.l ﬁqqunent, the
iatszrna: proposaly for Northern Ixeland, Ovec th =past. few months
aormal iife has Beer returmipg kere in Northern Ireland, X tntzx
thay 19 apparént to people in 2 range ©f ways, theg are fesling
k3 bemefits of peace, Lthey can see them in secmi'-‘-&' for thaeix
families, in fxeedom to travel, and in the rapia.iap:ovement that
we &re seéing in the Nerthsim Ixeland economy. Bnt normality nusT
nean other things as well, it must alsov mean a T to normal
politicel life znd what I would like to do now is to talk to you
azoeut the sztmsh govezanent’ g proyosals for new'dsmocratic

arzaagements wathin Nortrerm Ireland.

TRe cocusent that we are publishing this mozning"has T™wo
oxjectives. Fixsu, to re-invigoxate 1ocal dnnoczacy. For the
last 22 years Nortrhern Ireland has beez witdheout an effective
Asseadly, lecal govezament epresentatives have gn;oyed orly very

limited powers. and save for those who have hccpjéiectcd either

l
N,
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leaders have had few oppostunities to exercise power aad to sear

the respongidilities of pudblic service. Our propesals thils

cesponsiveasss o local needs in & way that meeds the unigque
traditions arnd cizcumstances of Northerm Ireland. %he second
objactive is to contribute to an overall political settlement.
TO de 2Lfective the Assexbly must attract wide paxticipatior, it

mus< enjoy the confidence of buth of the main pazts, of the . . . . _

I e e s

Noxrthern Ireiﬁnd community and ite Best chance @€ achieving tihac
if as part ©f a baianced three strand agreement. The Assemb.y
will huve a vital part to play, Dot Onrly within Northersm Irelaud,
hut in maraging and giving authority to new north/south
iastitutions. Nortexn Ireland’ s *epresentatzves in a north/sou T2
body of couxse woulé de drawn 2xom tie Assembly and would be

answeradle te ithe Northern Ixsland Assembly.

Quz proposals this morniag will Rnot surprise th@ ga:t;ps to tae
talks process because they stex Irom ouxr discussions with then in
1021 and 1292 an& subgequeantly. Tke proposals ¢ceatre arsund an
Assombly of about 90 memders. To meet Northern Izeland’ &
parcicular oseds it would be elected by a form Of propoxtional

cprase *atlon, the Assembiy would discharge legiglative and

H

executivg responsibilities across Northerz Ireland but it woula
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Wia propese a committas system which would broadly reflect the
stzength of parties in the 2sgsembly, the committees would ovexsee
tha wexrk of the Nortkerr Irxreland departments. The Chairmen ©f

those coamittees would become ieads of departzent; taking ovex

many of the responsibilities znow exezcised by the Ministers of
Statez ané the Parliamentary Todex-Secretazies at the Northern
Treland Office. An additional propesal would be to establish a

sepagate directly e;acted paael, nrobably of 3 senio* peOple, <0

R e e VU e

..'\_

cazzy out peprésentational., consuitative and monitorinq Lihnctions.

Ihe effect Of these proposals would be to distribute
ressonsibilitigs £2irly between the parties according to theix
electoral stmengths and to give thelr seriox rspreseatatives
sigeificant roles. Fox example, rospoasibility sa the local
put dack in the hands of Northerm Ireland representatives. The.

Tnited Xingdom government would contiane 0 dizect Ppolice and

0]

ecurity matters, at ieast £or so long as tha.arh&.is requized Lo

&6t in supprest of the police.

I melileve tdabk oux proposals should reflect the ?:Ovinoe's uni gue
chsracter. Ap assembly with sigunificant powers where

x4spensibility was shared fairly hetwesn the parties would help o

..... .
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Zotn sets ¢f our proposals axe now in the public dompain and we
shall sow allow a period for debate 2nd for discussich. I hope
The peonle ©of Nortnern Ireland will take time to. lock closely
at cux iLdeas a2nd vhex let us and their elected rapresenta ives

nave their views after that comsideration aad study.

I ax not setting a timetable £ox public comsultation, When t2sra

25 bzen time 202 \,,_.:Lm.ons to crysta.lllze, to ma_.ture, we ..ll

M.u-:
- Y
RN

faviti the political parties to consultations, we shall decids
[
zirzady made their own proposals and I &m sure there will be nany

more suggestions to come. We will welcome coustructive

R= have set out what we believe £o be a realistie E£ramework for a
lasting settlement, but the czucial zalk will be to reach an
cg=zaé outcome in talks witk the political parties-énd then to

¢a@cwze the oonsent of the pecple Of Northern Irzeland in a’

For the last 25 years terrorism, sectavian violenee in Nozthern
freland, have tested people’'s resilienca and courage scmetimez to
the wtmgst. I hope Tke peoplie of Northera Irelaad ﬁili never
agaia have to facs that challenge. What I have described this

crming is 'a ghailenge of a3 different kiad, the cﬁallenqe <33

Y

living iam peace, of healing divisicens and of sharing

cc:pT SesT-d34ez
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rast guarter of a cantuxy that too is Gifficulit, it will yose

acute guestions asd it will demarnd hard declsions. But 1t is a
challenge of hopas and it cffers the prize of greaéeé_peace and
gtanility than Northern Ixeland perhaps has eve::inown ia its lonqd
history. '

I simply this morning ask peopls to put aside old fears and to be

ek B s asa-

open =o the opportunities that now lie ahead of them. We have sat |

out those opporrvnities in the Qocvmanrs refore people, let taem

QUESTION: 3
... Dut can you really take the proscess forward, let alone
wnderstand i%, if these people, Mr Paisley ete, Say that tThe

is T¢o high and we will mot pasticipate?

thexs Las been a Lot of taik about appealing ovér;tié heads of tae
parties to the people, Dot By me there has not, that may have been
what some people have writtsea but I am engaged, ;gd have beexn
cugaged, in discussions with ths parties, I hope to ba engaged in
aiscussions with tha parties anc I think the peqﬁ;e thenselves

have a4 zZight TO k2Ow Wizt i@ in detail iz our proposals, that is

ge d SZ:07T SesT-E34-<2
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why we a%e makisng that available to pecple, that ig why I have
satd wa will have 2 referendumn. Byt the question is, we nced to
continue our digcussions witR the parties and that is wkat we ave
going to do, we uneed to persuade, we need to brixg them Ltogetrer
. so they can bring fozward theix ideas. They too will want to
coasurt with theiv constituents, We 2re not angaged ia anytaing
othar than a dialogue that seeks %o embrace as maﬁy people as

possible SO uhat az; hose ideas can comze *o:waz& and of couxrse we_

- et

"wart Hhe 13eas . or the polzt_cal parties, that is.what we have aean‘
discussing Witk then f£or the past four years. I .wowld like to sit
Qowz with tha pclitica: paxties as sooh as possidle, lat them 00k
at +his, let them reflect on this. Nohody is trfing te cut tae
goiitical parties out of the process, as I said in the eaxliex
vress cornfeveace, we nsed {0 persuade, W& need té Bring them with

us, a3d that is the business that I am engaged in.

TE s Sl case tha* there will des 2o 2gsembly-in Nb:thern Izeland

‘v

until there iz agreermexnt on the othex aocuments. esy daZlier talks

that ncthing is agreed until everythiag is agreed? -

= ———. v smEer
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QUESTION: _ _
Zs it txue that iZ2 vou have an Assemdly and the Unionists reiuse
Tc participate ir tie zorth/south body ... if they refuse that you

cen in some way fozge them to?

et me deal with that matter amd let me draw pexhaps an analegy

g

~* e ghanewill put this orazcicuiar mattex. .z.n contexte-.-In “le- Unitscl —_
Kingéom goverrme:z T zeve a nugber ¢f Ministere of S‘éa—t':; and by
?a:liaméntaﬂ.Secreta:ies. Part of %heiz respo;_sibxlit:.e: iz ®o
attend the Buropearn Community commitices and :eérecent the Unived
Xingdom govexament thers, that if you like is a duty of segxvice,
Bazt of their job as Miaistexs. No-one 1is exoviding onexous

'| sazctions on the heads of the Assemdly comaiftees o attend, we

are saying these commiTiees will be established :ixatly only after

discussion with the parsies; secondly, orly after a referzsndux;

of tThe Assambly; <sixtzly, after the appointment’ of the chairmen,

5 tae a‘e-ga::-.:méntal' heads from withiz the Assembly, and.then We are
asking the departmental heads ta play their demoesatic zole in

representing the Assembly, being answerable t¢ the ASsembly iz the

norch/south bodies. That L5 axactly the same duty of service that

oy Ministers h,ave in going to the European Union and representing
the views ©Of the (mited Xiangdom. It is npot some onesous harsa
j task that is laid upon then wheze they are ..aken away in chaizs

zad corndemnsd $o ¢go and sit down in the north/soutt_x Asgembly, taat

’ g d i
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iz, to put it modestly, something of a misrepreséﬁtation that kas

QUESPZOX (RTT .News):
Scw impoztant .do vou viaw the zole of the three pessen paael that
Fou iave provided for, is that an essential component o thess

DTOoBosals?

o —— iin e 34

cas, LT is no% essential but I thizk many peopls see it as ac
| cttraciive optiep to ansure fair play. Webat we et perhaps the
position of the thxee serior people #ho would bé this pazel, taey
wouid pexhaps. have a role in the selection of Heads of ‘Departments
with the Assembly, they perhaps would have a role ia &iscussions
o2 public appointments, they would perhaps have 4 rele in
sezuticising sone of the particularly ccntrovezé;al legislation.
Tha2t and othexr issues would peed €O be discusged.with the
YoLlLitical pa:".:.ies as to what their »gle is. But‘:i'f Yo wanted to
zystalise it I suppose they are there to ensure fair play. 3ut

(s

th2 Asseumbly could operate without them if tre political parties
dscicded i-'aiscqssion that they did aot want the pamel, that would
not abort the ﬁfoposals, they aze something that is seem as =
wseitl addition to the Assendly but they are 20T Of necessity a

pazrt of the package ithat yould zecessarily nesd To bhe thers for

tha rost of tke package to wosk.
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QUgszON-
In 2zragraph 10, o2 Nowthérn Ireland Secretary of State woula
still bave xesponsidility #O¥ ... <&oes that mean that this is

Qetantially an assemdly with no substantial authcrity, oz do you

see this azsembly as ...?

I thinik you put twc axt*emes adu I do ot see 1t, with :e.peqt,ﬂgaL

o i . - wahas - -

sither of .hoze stremes. You started off by talking about the 1aw
and ¢rder FEGPOQSiDlLitL€S- Le British Army haye deen in
Jortkerx Ireland for a long time, they will gtay. there.for as long

s it is neéessa:y to protect the pecple of Northezxa Irxeland,

[

aokody saould be in a shred of doudt adout that. Certaimly £0r 86
| 1 1

goverrment develving to any extent the law and oxdex

reswenginilities that legiéimately ave theizs at the momest. aAc

soze stage 1n the future, azd it is cextpinly net in the imminext

zhat wouid certainiy be something we could discuss with them, Lt
that would be a mattar £or the Nortkers Ireland Aassemdly to

discuss with the British governmezt ¢f the Gay aﬁd make decisiong

Ag far ag the- status of The agsenbly is concesnod;'it is goizng teo
nave sigaificant legiglative responsibilities, it will yass its
owt legislation, it will within its own block vete séek to

aebarm.ne what iegisliation it wishes to pass, so-it is going teo

ve'd

-
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zax-raising powezs.

And it is a unmique propesition. We have in Nox@hq:ﬁ Ireland a

diffezent cizcumstance thanm applies amywhere e_:gé $2 the United

sizgdom £ox h:‘i.stcrical xeasons apd for a :.anqe of other reasoms as

well, and i3 'i'.s £0 Seek to regpond directly to. the uniqua
raditions ana higtory ¢f Northexrn Ixﬁlami JShat: ¥e. p= onse o PO
assambly of 1-.1:.19 sort. &¢ neithes dominion assenhly nor: asse-nbly i
without powezs, it lies in the middle of t.ka... Vi}:.h legislative

" powers and expcutive powers of signifitance, but:it is not a

tax-z2ising asgempiy.

QUESTION:

Tmp -

SUESTI QM

We nave <:ar:.:|.}= ..aunched the¢ £ramework dooument t:his mtniag, we must
walt and see what pecple’ s moxre mature news are,- I had The

opporTunity o., bria ing the DUP yestc:ﬁw last eveainq, though

S°d
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But I hag the appo:tunity of arze:ing thexn last.nighx. the
document $s now iz T publiec, they wili no <oudt- wish %0 comsider and
_ef.LPu upoz iv Over & pariod. I think that is the ;nlv way we -
are goiag ..9 get considered viewg. Snatching at views today by

aayone, whkij )
v h;?yeve_ view they way balq, whether - xt ;s absoiutels
| Ferd el - i 2
5 OF [9%, it is a compiex docunent in many 'waye and it will
Sear sw B e;
2ar szudy ane. s.t Q"l baa. .congideration.. . T¢. aﬂ.u then'b ‘
r e

PRV

Qiscussion
wiuh Nbrthern Ireland xia‘scers to claxifv points vhere

) '. 2
%
e

TOTRL &, 2
SZ2'd e ; =2
P. 13
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