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Government Statement

I am particularly pleased that the British Government have announced, and that
Sinn Fein have accepted, a meeting at Ministerial level to further the peace

process.

Along with the Tanaiste, I have been working constantly over recent weeks to
ensure that this important step in the process was taken. Today I was in direct
contact with the British Prime Minister. Also today, the Tanaiste and I met the

President of Sinn Fein.

The position now is that the requirements of the British Government and of
Sinn Fein in terms of issues to be discussed, will both be met in an early

meeting at Ministerial level.

I believe it essential, as I said in Belfast last week, that all political parties in
Northern Ireland, including Sinn Fein, are involved at an early date in a fully

inclusive talks process leading to a negotiated settlement.

24 April 1995.
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NINISTER TO JOIN XTTORAIVEY DIALOUUE WITH SINN FERIN

Follovwing intensive exchanges with 8inn Pein the Governaent believes
that a sufficient basis now exists for the entry of Ministars into
the exploratory Q2ialogue with sinn Fein.

The purposes of the Government’s sxploratory Adiaslogue with Sinn Fein
have been: to explore the basis upon which 3inn Pein would comeé to
be adpitted to an ilnclusive political talks process; to exchange
views on how Sinn Fein would be able, over a peried, to play the
sane part as other parties in the public life of Northern Irsland:
and to exemine the practical consequances of thes anding of vielence.

Ministers have neaded to be clear, as with the loyallst parties,
shat, 1f and when they take part, constxuctive discussion -
pazticularly in achievinhg sudbstantial progress on the
decommissiaoning of aras - woulid he racilitatca and accelerated by

their joining the dialogue. ’

The Government has made Clear that, onve Ninisters join the
dialogue, theta will f£irst need to be a substantive discussion, az a
separate issue, on decomnissioning of arma, including an exploration
of the specitic ways this can best be achieved. 1In reply, Sinn Fein
have said that they will discuds, in a serious and conatructive
panner, any issue which the Government wishes te raise, including
deccmmissioning of arms, with a view to seeking a xesolution of this

and all relevant issues.

The Government has reiterated that no subject is excludad from the
dialogua. It will be glad to axplain ita policy and approach on any
subject. Sinn Pein have made clear their wish t¢ zraise a number of
issues, ineluding thoss arising from the ncod tor what they tarm

"demiliearisation®,

The Government has told Sinn PFein that the understandings set out in
the Government’s latters, reflected ia this statement, provide a
basis for Ministerial contacts in the exploratory dialegua. The
Governneant has therefors propossd that & masting ehould be held on
this basis as soon as it can be arranged, at which the Minister of
state, Michasl Ancram, M.P., would lead the Governuent team.
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" Siiin Felly waicomes the encing of the bar on micistarlal contact with our party.
m%mm'w«mmaﬁmmmw
a)mgmuwmﬂaemwwwmmdmmm and;

b)nmkwtthimfsﬂcsofdputypeamﬂﬂsuﬂdﬁmﬂwmﬂdmmwapom

w«m'lptMemrswmwandAndxmnw.wdmethe:mrtforoqudkymmuuof
_those who have raised this Issue recantly. it fs obvious that If the. peace procems Is to be
.Mmmmmmmtmmmmdtmmmemdmm ,

In owcmupmdmcew!ﬁlﬂteaﬁtbh Govemmmtmdmoancmﬁyhourloturtom
of Aprl 20.we stezad clearly the basis on which our dislogue must proceed. Damocratic
principles demand-that Sinn Feln have the same access to political d!scusstons and
negotimiars as the other main partiec.  The views of the Sinn Féln electorzte must be
included In the dlalogus and negotixtions which will shape the future of Ireland and thé Irish
people. It Is our vfcw as Msh Rupubucans that this must lmtve the ending of Britieh
JUIMCt'nn. . p e ;
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