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Government Statement 

I am particularly pleased that the British Government have announced, and that 

Sinn Fein have accepted, a meeting at Ministerial level to further the peace 

process. 

Along with the Tanaiste, I have been working constantly over recent weeks to 

ensure that this important step in the process was taken. Today I was in direct 

contact with the British Prime Minister. Also today, the Tanaiste and I met the 

President of Sinn Fein. 

The position now is that the requirements of the British Government and of 

Sinn Fein in tenns of issues to be discussed. will both be met in an early 

meeting at Ministerial level. 

I believe it essential, as I said in Belfast last week, that all political parties in 

Northern Ireland, including Sinn Fein, are involved at an early date in a fully 

inclusive talks process leading to a negotiated settlement. 

24 April 1995. 
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IIXJIX8TD 1'0 J"Olll � DIALOGUJI tn:'1'11 SlIOI l'B'Ill 

rollowLn9 1n�•ns1ve ••chan�•• with Sina Pein t.b• Governa•n� believes

that a ayffici411rt baaJs now uist.a ,for tb• •ntry of K1ni•t•r• into 
the explo�atory dialogue with linn rain. 

Tb• purpoM• of t!i• Government'• exploratory dialgque vit:h Sinn rein 
bave b4aen: to •xplore the ba•i• �pot\ wbic� Sinn Pain would co�• to

be edait�•d to an inclu•ive politioal talk• prooe••1 to exohanqe 
views on ho• SiM Pe1n would b• &i,le, over a peri9d, ta play �h• 
eaae p•rt •• other p.rti•• in tb• pulio 11f• at Northern Xrelana, 
and �o examine th• practical con■equena•• of th■ ending of violence,

Mint•t••• have n•Gded to be �leor, aa witb th• loya�l•t puti•s, 
�bat, if and wben they take part, ccnstnctive di•�u•■ion � 
»aniCNlarly in achieving sub•tantiel P�otr .. • on t�•
de00111J11asianlr,q ot aZ'JIS • 1t0uid �• tacilitatecl and accalerat�d by

th•ir join1n� tb■ 41alogue.

'l'b• c;ovem••n� ha• ude clea:r tha�, ono• Kin.1.•tera join the 
dLalo;u•, the�• will ti�•t naad to be a INb•t.anti�a 41sc�•sion, •� • 
separate 1,sue, on d•oommi•eionin; of ama, inoi\ldin9 11n explora�ion 
of tn• apeoifio way• th1• c•n bast be oc:lsievei. tn reply, SiM Fein 
hav• said 'Chat tb•y will diaau••, in• Mriou.s and oonatructiva 
manner, any i.a\\e wl\.f.crh th• Government wi1b•• 'to rai••, 1nei'1.1dinq 
decoDissioninq of a:aa, with a v1aw to aeeking • �••elution ot this 
an4 all r•l•vant i••u••• 

�h• Oo�•J:rm•n� n•• reit•�•ted that no aubject ia exolu4ad fro• th•
diaJOf11•· It will be 9lad to explein it• poliey and approach on •nY

•�j•Qt. Sinn Fein have made clear their viah to r•i•• a nu�r of
i••�•e, including tbosa •ri•LntJ troa the n•.S for wha� th•Y �-��
"deailiuri••�icn".

lhe Oovernunt haa told Sinn ,•in tha� th• ws�-.r•tandi�;• ••tout in 
the Oover1U1ent'• le�tera, retl60ted ia thia statement, provide a 
�••i• for Min1st•r1al �ontaeta ii,�• exploratory dialogue. The

Government h•, tJ\�f•for•�ropoaed that• •••tin9 8hould be held cu,

\ft1• ba•i• as soon•• it can b• arranqed, at whioh the Minister of 
State, M1c.heel M"!eru, M.P., would l••d tft• Covernaant '•••• 
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· Sinn� welocmes the 8ftdM of the� on rnJnlmDltal com:ac:t with cur part.y.
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Slnri Fein entered 'the bl-laterll dlalogue wtth lritish Government offldals to: 
' .. . . 

.. 
,, ' 

a) �-an and to the� whfch our party and our electonlte �. anct
1 • • • "· 

·b} �:� the �fstlcs,,; d party peaca talks wHcfl are t1'a � meens to• �
' ' l«diraiJt. ' 

I 
I

I • I I t 

We wll pursue thfs wftf'l Michael Anchram. We welcome the� for equillty fRmi all of 
1:hole·who miva rar.d this rSS1.1e ·,-:ermy_ It 19 obvlous that If 1:he.psace pn:iceaa ts tQ be 
·ad.vaneed.that:u,e Brfdsh Gcwemnw,t mu.at treat .U cltiZens on the blSfs of eqizalft¥. 
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tr.s bur CCJn"eSPQ1danc:e wtth the Brttrah Govemment and most reCQfltly In our lett« to than 
ot Aprlf.' zo .. w. ciited clearly tha bafs on which a.ir dlllo;ue must procee:L Damcqatic: 
princlpl• demand 1:hat Sinn Fetn hive the aama access to po(itlcal dbcumons. aqd 
MgOtfations 89 the other mm·� The views of the S-IM Hin alectorua mus; be 
indU� In the dfal�ue and negotmtlons which will lhape the Mun of Ireland and the liilh 
peaple:'.rt � O\lr'.vfaw as .frflh Republlcans that thf• must Involve· th• endlnsi of British 
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