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PRINE MINISTER/MR BROTON - PRBSS CCNPRRENCE - LONDON -
28 NOVEMBEIR 1999
- l -

TRANSCRIPT OF PRBSS CONVERENCE

GIVEN BY THE PRINE MINISTER, NR JOHN NAJOR,
AND TAE IRISH PRINB MIKISTIR, NR JOHN BROUTON,
IN LONDON

ON TUESDAY, 28 NOVEMBER 1995

PRIME NINISTER:
can I first weloome you 8ll heXe this evening. I am sorry this

press conference is 850 l8te, But having reached the agreement -re
thought it prudent, befoze 0dd bits of it nppn:dd Qut in pubiac.
0 let you see the full text Of tie agreeasnt we have reached an?

tO answer aay questions you may have.

Can I fizst tiais evenling tRank the Taoiseaoh and his ccllescues
for coming oveZ here, At such short notice, to launch the twin
track initiative. If I can say s0 to the Teciseach, T think 1t
typifies his personal and, in a2y judgment, very cCurageous

commitment tO the success of the DeASe process.

The Taciseach and I first disoussed the ideas wiAich led toO this
initiative &t Cannes tovards the and of June. Work on it was
carried forward .Dy the Tanaste, Dick 8pring, By Peaddy Mayhew at
the mortiern Ireland Office, Dy officials of theix departmen:ts and
also dy the Depactment of Justige in Dublin,
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T think as most of you Know, reaching this agreement has Dbasl
neither sasy nor quick. Ian fact {t has deen an extremely

a1 #4icult agreement to reach. But for doth of us, : thank .n4n
would agree with ms about this, the most important thing hai -2
to reach the right. agreement, an agreement thet in oug judgmert 3
going to genorate further momentus in tke peace process and holp
us address some of the 4ifficult iggues that lie shead. That, we
think, is the way to take us closer to negotiations Or & lasting

settlenent involving all the politioal parties.

The cemmunique, whiod I hope by novw you Bave seen, Speaks for
iegelf. I would just liks t0 pake a very few points about b 1

Pirse, lsunching this initiative has deen & truly joint exercise
petwsen our twe governaents, two govesaments vhose work together
has beern a vital ingzedient of the dzsmatic improvement of liia .n

Norehern Ireland over the last 18 nonths Or SO.

Secondly, we ins;nd to go on working together ia that joint
pelief, and in the spirit of #riendship whiok bas carried vs
through a aumber of 44if8icult pegotistions chrougbout the last

The next point I weat to pake is simply this. I= propazing this
{nitiative we have both consulted very widely. This initist-ve

deos not represent the view Of any one party, it is founded OR che
principies of the Downing street Declaration and it Gdoes not <ut
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across any of those positions of prinoiple. Ve hope =hat chis
agreement we have reached will attzact the widest posaidle
cooperation on the part of sverycne who genuinely wishes &0

eonsolidate poace {n NortheIl Ireland.

f.et ma also 8R&Y trat we appreciate the support that ve have
received frod ather goveranents. It is our two goverznpents - the
pritish and the rrigh goverament - that caxry the responsipilicy
for this initiative and it is we Who will have tO make the

aecisions on the reaconnezdations af the iateznational body in duF

course.

The sprernational Dody will have thzee nenbers. They will serve
in their personal capacity, not as :av:vlcntttxvco of the
government Of chelr countsy, 3nd enelz Tecommendations TO tre
raciseach and to me Will be advigezy recommendations. I an
oxtrendly geateful %o sSenator Jeorge Mitchell who hae agreed %O
ohair the ccmmittee, apd algo tO the governaent of the United
seatas fer suppocting nis nomination. we aTe approaching thzo\gn
their governaents two other eminent people from other countries T
serve with 8e2AtOrX uitchell and we hope to PO able to announce

their names VeIry shortly indeed.

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/097/07




29/11 195 ‘:1 [RISH EMBASSY  -->00 353 1 4754505  ECH Pg.
29-1T<1995 109:54 = ¢s
I9-H00-, A2 QL3 FOx - 3
O PRIME MINISTER/KR SRUTON - PRESS CONFERERCE - LONBON -
28 NOVEMAER 199$
<. & -

It is now almeet 18 monthe since the first of the two ceasef: -
in Northera Izslanad.

there are still very aany problems to be reselved in Noertherr
Ireland. Guns and explesives thankfully are a0t be.ng used. -ur
they have not yce.bocn finglly put away. There are almest ia:i:
episocdes of viclence and intimidatien by pazamilitary
organisations whioh are far from the exclusively peaceful nmethods
that we are sseking to engender in s txuly demooratic society.
There is a great deal yet to be done to estahlish the level of
acecuntability and zesponsibility which Yorthern lIrelend wouli
normally expect in sunniag its own affalsrs.

But we axe nov approeaching a second successfu)l peaceful Christmas
throughout the whole 62 Northesn Irxeland. And (&t (s T think
beyond gquestien that life in Northern Ireland has been transfc:med
and that the peocple ¢f MNozthern Ireland want doth a just and o
perzanent peace., What they sesk is a pesce in which all pazties
and all pecple, irzrrespective ¢of theis dencmination, can play s

This initiative that we are launchiang this evening ia about
generating the confidence which will xelp us to achiave that
lasting peace, the sonfidence that evary party is comaitted
exclusively teo peacsful neans and that the thzeat 0f viclence can
»e relegated to the past. the conlidence that the political

parties can degin to 2ind a way of workiag together ané a basis
which all of them cam gccept for constitutional negotiations.
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aze tec reach agreenent and carxy this process furthor foxwarc,

everyone will need couzage to take risks in tle search f5r sv-ar

and I hope that they will be prepazed to do seo.

.

The twin track iaitiative will undoubtedly test theiz readiess @
do so. The Taoiseach snd I will ¢o all that we ocan to lsad it %o
success, but achieving its goals will depend ultimately not corly
upen us dut upon the paxrties and the ozganigations to whom it is
addressed. I very much Rope that they will respond to Lt and %that
they will receive the support of theix communities in doing sc.

MR BRUTOR:
I am very pleased that we are adle this svening to laumch the v =

track process. This is a process designed to lead, Dby the end oi
Fedzruazy. to All-party nagotiamtions i3 Nortdern Ireland. And =ur
aia of those all-party negotiations is to reach an sgresenent -~aich
would invalve the support of all the pecple iz Nortlaern Irelani,
an agreement which will underpin the peace that people enjoy rn 2

daily dasis now in Worthern Ireland.

It is quite 0lear that there i3 a tremendous well of genercs.t
anonget the pecple of Morthezn Irelend iz the way that they reia:s
to oze ancther in theiZ daily lives. BQually thexe is a
trsnendous FENeZoeity of spirit felt betwean north and south and

between Britain and Irelana.
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Nhat wWe 2e0d nOW 18 TO A0Ve tOowaxds pelitical structures that V...
§ive political expression to the faelings of the People, feel:ac:
which are expressed in terms of a Yeeraing for peace, a yearr.ng
for recondiliation and a yearaing for a way of life that
sutrenches autual refpect, that oreates coaditions iz which tath
.tzaditions \d.tu.n Borcharn Ireland will feel eqQually at home in
their place of living and with ose aBotdacs.

The very iaportant 20884809 fiom this eveaing' s aanounceament is

-'that we are now taking the steps hecessary to restors Bomsntun in
the Mo Drocess. We are setting out on & rosd w2ich is desigued

to overcome the 4ifficulties that have pravented us up to now froa
setting a date by which we will be siaing to comaence all-party

discussiozs.

Nelither government, nor any of the pastiss, are beidy asked or
expected at this polat to move awvay from uuin&y helld viswe.
Yhat we are, however, 4oing igs agreeing on a dasis upon which we
can xove to :«e&é such diffioulties &8 asy have stood in the vay
of progress in the past. I would like to stress ia particulas, .a
regard to the iztermational body, that it will, as pexagreph S5 of
ths comouniqQue NaXes Glear, De makilg an independent assessaent of
the decommissioniag issue. It will furthezmore de consulting very
widely on the matter and it will De resuiving llﬁtuio& fzom all
of the relevadt DALTies. And no limit has been set On the sudject
agtter Of thoee submissions.
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0f course the governments ia the final snalysis will de the bodies

that will de making the decisions, but we are very grateful £:..:
the fact that we have bean ezabled %o onlist such distinguished
inteznational assistance ia overcoming probdlems that are tiaezr-:.

Fuzthermozre, I vant tO §trese tdat the politigal traok has, in the
words of the commuaiQue, & very detailed and prxo-sctive mandate.
There is an open agenda, there will be detailed Aiscussions with
the parties iz the fashicn desoribed tO set ia detail the
prepazations in place £or the talks which it ip our aim to de am?

to start by the end of Pedruasxy.

I wieh, in conalusion, to express xy thanks to the Prime Ninister,
to John Majoxn, for the enormous amount of time. that 28 had devoted
to overcoming these difficulties, difficulties which we identified
at Cannes acd towesds the resolution of which we have bDeen working

resolutely ever sinoe.

I would 1like slsQ, if I may, at & pesfscanal level to express ay
shanks to all of thede who have sssisted us ia our wozrk - the
Tanaste, to the officials on the Irish and 3ritish sides, who have
worked aamy loog house and spest very aany sleepless nights
overcoming the difficulties whicl NBAave BOW DESS gvescome and which
bave enabled us to have tiis irmportant annpumamrt today.

O©.NAI/TAOLS/2021/097/Q7.--. -
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QUBSTTON (PT):

Prire Minister, wheze 40 we stand on Waghington Three? 13 it arn
absolute pre-conditica for Sinn Pein's satry into ail-party tolks
that the IAA makss a f£4rst pliysical bdandover of weapons?

Yes, we haven’ t changed our position on Washington ThIee. Lat ne
try and make the point él.u: s0 there is no algunderscanding. Ws
won't be asking the internmatiosal hody, the decommissioning kody.
~to question our pooit.toa‘oa the Weshiangton Thres oriterion. 'The
internationsl dedy m ut establighed for ¢hat purpose, it wun'f
astablished to maks. mmuoal o3 whea Mmuounq 1hou.ld‘
start. Thst is propacly a matter for discusaion in ths

preparatory talks apd for a government decisicn, As the communigue
says. 3ut the muihfgbnzi:uat'c positica oa Wasbicgton Throe
has not changed. I 48 not a matler of axrthing othex thenm

practicalities. The end product of vhat ve seek to &0 is to
provids a mechsnism by which we ocen move. iato all-party talks in

due course., Until we ate able to re-eangendar the confidence of
pecple to 4o 80, a8 sat out in pazagraph 10 of the Downing Strset
Ceclazation when we started upon this long rosd soms time ago, we
can’t sotually move iato those talks. And we see no othex way,

other thaa the physical Deyinning of decommissicaing by 8imn Fein
- that Was ou? poésition and it rzemains our position.
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QUESTIOM:
Taoiseash, are you confident you have the support of 3%imn Yein forx

this sgreemsdt and how does it differ f2roa the agreement which
seemed to Do 80 near to signing in September which they appeaec
uaahle to acoeptt

MR SBRUTOM:
The agreement here is much more Adetailed. Pirst of all Lt nakxes
very olsar that iuoﬁu as the deccmmissioning issue u*aonccmd
that the intermaticaal Dedy will de uxtu a m:ouqm?""‘
indepandent quncaf. ‘of thls um:.; and I wesnt eo n;ohua.u
that the dody will De independamt in mnr in vuehit-w:u‘ |
assess this matter, it will be taﬂm 13 the p:oeod.u:« that
1€ will follow, and Mhmoa $ puueululy welcome the ‘faec
that both goverrmamts Bave agseed that ‘they wvill cmid.:
constructively sny pracsticadle suggestion that could holp Bring
all parties into nmegetiations on the Masis of the Oowning Street
Declaration. I thimk that is & very impartan® gtatement.

Just ss the British govérnment have not cbanged theiz view on
Washington Three, the Irish goverzment bas 2ot changed its view
eithexr. It 48, 28 I said in =y opening remacks, s situation ia
whioh we have & diffesent view on this mstter. And what ws bave
set in place Dere {4 a prodess Dy which ve can nove fosward, I aa
not asking the Frime NMinister on this oocasion £0 change his
opinion, nor is he aSking ms to change mipe. What we have agreed
upon, howvever, is & Process wherady we ¢an move fosrwasd and
listen to all tih. views that are expressed

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/097/07
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And vhat we have furthar »oth agzeed together is that we will
consider coastrustively any practicable suggestions that may ke
asdas, ia any context, that will help o bring the pazties
tegether. This is & process ained st s0lving a problem,

overcoming and trenscending sa impasse and I Dellieve Lf it .3 t¢
wozk it must be approached in that wvay, as a precess, 2ot as
something wvheredy all answess to sll questicas can be answared
before thae paou‘n bas ong started.

(BED OF TRANSCRIPT A, CONIINURD ON TRANSCRIPT B)
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' QUESTIONS AND ARSWERS (c.jam)

\:I l'liﬂl----IOOI-l.l..l

i

l.

{ :!l’ ’3

s - ontinues <o

‘ 14 I ask the Ta0iseack £ the Bzitish Govezrnmsat ¢on
Cou o

1 maintain its beliss 42 swashington Three*, does he ',‘

i cive

i PFein bDeing involved iz those substan

!p:olgcot of Sizma

Febzuasy?
! 211 -party talke for which the target i the spd of Fe Iy
i all- |

|

KA. RRUTOD: oy
‘ can see, the purpose of the intezmational body -
‘”ﬂ:"“ independent vay the asgoaissioning issue, Whic:

e ne in an i g
\ one 02 the iseued that has obviously, &8 we Xnovw, bee® 3
\ 1ly, we aze agresd upon a&u intensive prepaxatory

put equa 0 . =
"f phase which will rum i3 pszallel with the vork of

l‘ ipteznational body.
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It is 2ur hope that all of the parties participating sn ~har
preparatory phese will zecognise first of all thet it {8 ir i i:
beet interests that there bs & Process that anchors The pasce .aie.
they aovw enjoy through making political progress and that
furthermoze the pi:uu, themselves will see in the preparatcy:
talks phase an oppoztunity to offer comfort sod seessurancge to
other parties whe may De fearful of their iateasions. Unless
thera is that spirit of genercsity in the approach to both of
—these tracks by sll of the parties, the processes that the
Governments have put ia placs will not achisve their potentiai.

What the Governaants can and arv doing is putting in place a
sophisticated, carefully wozked-out twin-track zpprosch which
allows a frasswork vithin whioh the parties can offer one ano~her
the sort of assuranse that is ngeded for the ultimate talks
process to be 's success Mt unless there is tdat willingoess on
the part of tha parties L£hssselves to oparaty, this opportunity irn
a genervus wey, the Governments will not be ahle to achiave tha
progress that they wish to schisve with ¢the avﬁu‘aﬂ: of the

QUEBSTIOM: .
Prime Ministezr, 40 yYou expect the ueun' process of
decomaissioning t0 have started iz the pex=iod beawsea the body
subaitting its report {n mid-Jmnuary snd the end of February
carget dats by which you want to se@ all-pazrty talks launched”

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/097/07
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!Tno position hss slways been the sane froa the woment that we
;1aunched che Downing Stgoﬁt Declaration. The reslicy that wWa
'faco (s that theze is not goiag to be suffioient confidence fo:
iall <he parties tO ite dawn and talk togethex im our judgesent
! unless there is & peginning to the process of decossissioning.

| mat has oot cbanged ss 8 position.

Nobody is ia & positien €0 compel any of the desoozatic political

parties £O sttend those talke; they will mske their owa dscisione

and it is pesfectly clear to us that they will not all be

e ivmam > il e = W W

attending those talks upless there is that process at the
| peginning of aeccamissioning unless someching w@o&;y unexpsoted
1 pappens. We have 2ot found ancther way of building that
i confidence dut that confidence needs to De bu&i:. No-one has vet
} found an sltersative sethod of building it other than the pnysiocal

stact of decoaaissicning %0 chat is why we regard it as a
praesical aecessity. It is not & question of boxiag aoyone into a
cozner, it is & questiocn of & preactical nacessity if ve wish this

. process tO oontinve.

| as the Tacisesch indiosted a mosest agd what we are doing ié
creating & soRestud and this is a very f1pely-balanced sexies of

: decisions tiat age beiny taken in this communique that the

i Taociseach and 2 heve reached vwith the coanigsion - the

; inteznationel pody ~ on ths one nand looking at vhether thece .6 3
| will to decommiesion snd how physieally €o decosmiseion and thea &

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/097/07



range of political talks in the preparatery politica) t;:nck
prooess but bafore the PToCEss DProper 0aN StATZE we have sat A
target date and vhether that target date can be met depends >r tha
paztiecs as much ae us. We will do what we oam o meet that laie
but it cannot be Met unless a sufficient xomentus and 4 muffic:en:

oonfidencs is built up far all the pazties to Do prepared to come
and sit dowa togetdes. '

NR. BRUTOM 4 = |

I would 1ike to a8dd that, es the ?r!.n'o Matstes ;Iltitod his
position and the positiod 0f his Goverzment vuy cleazly, it is
the position Of my Govermpent that & physical gystuze of
decomaissioning of azas im advance of talks while undoubtedly
desirable is a0t an attaipable odjective.

Govezrnment, weo az® williog to listen mme@:ﬁcu to what is
said by all 4in doth of the tracks of the nlm'uoh. Ye aze

villing to Listed to what is said.

I also would 1ike %0 express the 2ope mt the work that will be
dene before the commission in segaxd toO uoat'a!rzair & suitable and
acceptable metbod for full aad verifiable decemmissioning and also
the indicatioa that vui De given to the unlh'iton by the parties
asscociated with those who have leld armg that mr will work
constructively to achieve a full decommissioning of arms, that
that process waill in {tseig Zelp i(acrease the level of confidmnce

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/097/07
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ehat is felt Dy those wko were previcusly chreatenesd by thoia sima

in a way that will overcosme this impasso.

We have NnOt come ﬁe:‘ today to p:ocond chat these are no
dif{fsrences petwesn us OT detween the parties. What wu havh Sunme
neze to 40 is most esphstically to 1aunch s process with the firm
| momentus and packing of both Governnents which is designed to

' overcons those aifficulties. I See NO DUrpose whatsoeves in

E tzying to pretend that aigficulties and differences do TOt existi
E they 40 exist, they exist sven between tbe Prime MinisteZ and
aysell in ous sssesgnent of one pazticular o-ilx part of thig
problea but what is such more iaportant ie that in regasd to the

. -

much more iaportant issue, whioh is goeuhq all-pasty taiks
stazted, intensively woIking to prepare 2£0r those talks, seeking
{n a confidence~puilding way to avercome the reaaining obstacles
to the pasticipetion of all the parties in those talks, on those
nere importést matters we are antizsly united.

- — — —— —

! PRINE NINISTER:

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/097/07
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JONN PIBNEAR (38C):
in youx sundanental views on this Questicn, &re you not adepting

entirely contredictory Lptezpretaticns ol the gemit ©of the
conmigsion iR that Prims Minlster Najor texas the view 4t 131 &%
pazt of the wozk of «v-m comaigsion €O consider tuo«san.. by tne
beginoing of decocmaissioning chere should bDe 3 poecenditiocn gox
politiosl n-.._.un snd the maeliseach holds <o tae 3.3. that that need
“not de 3 stumbling plock? Whose { pterpretation should 3ian Fean

pelieve?

PIIHE MIMNTSTER
; thiak you are isizterpretint what the Tscisedch said.

copmunique. I would imvite you to cead paZOgYePRS 3 6 and 7 and
you will see chexe vesy cleazly &R answer and % would like toO

geext with DATagESPD S.

pazagzaph § says that the two Govercmests have sgresd to establish
an igternaticaal body to provide an »goaoood assessment of the
decoanissioning {ssus. 'That i8 the guvesalng nb_n-agv that sets
out cleaxly the tssue. It is esolutely plain that the commigsion
will esstadlish »....u. own euooo.ound-. that pedpLe aaking submi 064008
to the coamissica will be able to msks submigsigoa on any mattes
chat 48 Televant i their view Dut equally, the prime Minister has

ssde the position of his® Governsent i1 regerd €O ODA aspect of the

1/TAO|S/2021/097/07
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natter quite aleer. 2 Bave made xy poaitionm clear. -
pxocess is about is prodlem-golvizg. We haven't sol
problea. Bow we are putting in plece & Precess ¢ie ai ,
48 to solve the prelles.

PRINE NTUISTER
Aad pazagrepd 7 is Quite explicit as well), Jobha, if you

- JOKN AZID (RTB):

!‘!nouuoh. Garxy Adami seid on ATI toaight that ha was
on the contents of the joint commnique. Is thet the .
are you worried thst de sight say no? '

MR, ARUTON:
The poeition 48 that this 43 an agreement Detwvess the I
We bave Been negetiatiag vexy
o2 thie matter up until the time Shat ve zeacded figal | at
-6 was I thiak 3t approximately § ¢ clodk and obviouply while

we have doen conduliing the Izish Govesmment has deed uliting
with all of the pazties ia varying degrees of intensity]{iansluding
consulting vAth Sizm Pein  The only peopls with whom Fo bave
Deon gonsulting in full.in terms Of every sspect of tbe|mstter has

2 cousse Ddeen the pecple with vhom we are resciing the
aamaly the Bzitish Jovarmmaant,
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PRINE MINISTER

I made the poiat earlier that everyons 43 going to have to lave
some courage if we aze going to be anle tO move forward.  “hat
inclucdes Nx. Adams, I Rhope he will sbow it.

DON NOINTYRE:

Prime Minister and Tealssack, given the tiaming of thig
announceaent and the Lact that it has 20t looked throughout the
rast few days as thougd you would reach this cosslusion today,
has the US M=ainistration deen involved (2 any way 12 using its
good 0ffices tO achiave an sgzeement?

PRIME MINISTER:
! I can tell you we have had RO pressuse whatscever from the Uni<ed

States Adainistzratiocn to TeACh A2 agTesheant, 2ODS Whatsoever.

DON McINTTRB:

I2 I aight xespectfiully eay 80, that Coesn’' t quite mvu_’ ny
question. Have thay been involved in disoussions, for sxampls,
with the Izxish Government or leaders ¢f aationalist opinsion in
Nozthern Ireland?

PRINE NINISTER:

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/097/07
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MR- ARUTON:
Y might saY thet I 414 have & comversstion vteh president C..aton

last vesk. pezscoally, I would wish to express ¥y ‘spprecissior of
che interest that the US Mliuut:ne.ton nss showa in the peace
pzocesd con.nuy put 1 veuld also stsees thn thig 18 a2
agzesment chst has been reached between out two Qovaruments.

soux saTH (OX JEWO )1

Way 1 sk the Poime Mizistes (o8 the Teciseadhi if Deitder

Govermment has changed its position susdamantally and 1f the

United States Maisissratios bas had rTeally 14¢€le beacring ©3 che

outcone of yous celks today apd ovezr recest weekl, why 49 it that

you feel it possible to punlish this communique tonight when Y09
con' ¢ 6Dl® to publish it yestesdey? mat nes chasged?

PRINE MINI ETER
we agreed it todayY.
nave agreed it.

As of 1as¢ pigat, ve we bad five OF six podnte ccﬁlewﬂu we
reached sgresmest od those points duxing the ocurse of tRe
atgcussions the Taciseach and I had tbis sozaidd ehis afternoon.
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this evening and ia the series of discussions that our officia.sn
have R4 ALTer xeference tO us throughout the Aay.

There has beed inteasive work on this on apd Off for ten davs,

vezy iatensive woTk Wue the whole of Friday our offic:ala
were sesting with coastant rafereance to us, throughout the wiole

o! gatuzday - there wes moxre gols wreoked mt the weekend than
tho:o nozaally is oa these cccasions - amd & q:n: Rnany
dl.uuutou between tke Teoiseach snd I ovexr taw last few days.

MR. BRUTOM:
We nave done wonders £20r the revenus of tne Tele....and Bzitish

Telecosnt

PRIND NINIGTER
Ne have gradually wh,i.tuod avay the points of diffegence that

and

ADAN BOULICY (BXT wEWS):

can I ask you both geparately vhere you place the Izish and
aritish security ferces in thig politicel squation of azrme
silenced Dy the caase-fire? :
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PRINE MINISTER

They are not shesme. These are not tie arms ve ‘axe taiking adout.
These sre the peraxilitacy szms thst ve are um:q apout in thif
The sras of the Irish Govesumast and the Mw covarzmeat are
the arms Dorme bY legitimate naticn states, ehcy are not subject

to segotiatioca.

Bl

MR, BNTTON:
That is oy poshtion too.  We bave, howeves, 'oﬁ)lnuud in

paragzaph § of the oconannd que that dotd t:uh d# sritish
Gevernments reaffirs M: willingnees to cuuwo to taxe

respensive sessures edvised by their m”cun ‘seeuzity
authozities as the thveat of armed activicy n‘ OtDer GOources
reduces. That 4raws a clear distinction mu& taink is very
isportant and ooe that I have dravn on sdmy oedqatm in tho Dail
ab3 slgewhere between the arzs Beld in Izelsnd ¥y legitimately
authozised suthsxities and other aras.

PRINE NINISTER: 4
That is an entirely sgreed positicn Detween us ‘Wod has beer
througnout. o

e z sould just sdd to that po-tnt. oves the :Lut yeaz oI 3¢,
pecause of the w security situstion in .qmn :nl.aa aad
ag 3 result of edvice fxom b6 Goc and the cuog ooa-ubh. ve
nave beea able to redude the mumber of troops '{a porthern Izeiend
put that has bees solely as s result of the dhanged mecurity needs
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¢ron the Comasnaing officer these.

could 1 ask botd the Taciswach end the Frime Minister whethex <hey
thipk thet the egzeesent they bave BOV. seached will succeed i
avezting the t._!u:ue of a resusption of violence apd thoﬁ

assegsment of how ocloas we vege t0 8 regumption. Of violenos

n

MR BRUTOD: _ :
My viev i8 that what we are doing here i6 getting in place & path

rovards & POIitical prosest of negotiation cnat will solve the

anderlying probles. - onig, epprosch on our part has aot been
motivated By ao¥ fear 02 ixminest regusption of violence.

as fax as the Izish u':imiut is condarped, Wé have had solemn
statementa aade b?. m;lt and by nY predecessor ia oonjunctiosd
with tns leade:r of the €LY and the Lesder ©of uu pedin in whish
sinn Fein very olearly commits iceeds to exolusively aesc0setio
pethods of pouue'd. action. Mo'dulmt;los'- which 1 have
placed mY faithd i clearly exclude any suppost o2 the pazt of 8i=n

Fein fOr & resusption of violenoe asgociated with eheir politicsl

ebjectives.
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It is very ilapoztant for pecple to look olearly 8t the texts thax
| Gezry Adans signed in conjunotion with myself apd John Hume on
that matter. TROSE texts clearly exclude aay possidzlity cf

suppost on their part fox & retura to violence and I want tu make
it clear that we have been poocseding in all that we are aolna
here azd slsevhere oa the assumpticn thet those solemn
declarations aze siacere and fear what they say. If any other
assumption were the case, we would not be proceeding as we are
pcoceeding end that is why, because of that assumption, we hava
put so auch effost imto getting 8iom rein iato political 3Ialks.
The whole objective of this uurao-u is o oreate conditions in
vhioh all of the parties, including Sisn Pein, Oan sit asvund the
table and vozk for their futuxe but that is on the assumption that
I heve just made about theix inbentiocns.

PIINE MINISTEN

Neither the Taolseach nor I ware affected (a the slightest in ocur
Aiscussions and our asgotiations by the thrsat of o cetusn to
violence; tAAt was not a motivating factor in amy way in the

agceenent tiat we reached.

There have been the ocsasicnal hawkish noises made over the last
fow weeks, it is aifficult to Aetermine whether they were Jenuine

oz vhather thsy vere part of a negotiating pattezm dut in any
event it Aid not effect the diseussions we had oz the -qwoosoun

. that ve have resached.
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QUESTION: _ _
Prime Ministex, isn't Lt £ime nOw tOo mest Gerzy Adams?

»
L]

PRINE NIXZOTEN ‘ :
Por the same zeascn I have given in the pest.. :In due course the

of their szes, then s different set of ciroumstynces will apply
but thet hasy’' t deen fesched yet, I loock lom-to ths day when

i1t does.

(SN0 OP TRASBCRIPT 3 AMD EWD OF WEOLE TRASSCRIFY)
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