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:Press Release 

Tel . .iJl(l.'C: 01304 372883 

Saturday August-10th 1996 11.0()·- ·

p.m.

_ The "B<?gside Residents' Group unresen'edly condemns the Apprentice 
B<>ys''Association for tho ,iolcnt scenes at Bollaghy and Dunloy this 
evenirig? We also condemn the violent.., ine-onsislent and partisan tactics.

. cllipl6ycdbythc RUC. 
. . . 

Doruicha Mac N iallais; ·spokesperson for the BRG, said that follo�·ing the 
'generous position adopted by the people of Derry lon·ards the Apprenli� ,· 
·Boys'-paradc which was held in the city today. the decision by Appronticc· 
Boys lo force their ,-..ay through Bellaghy and to invade and terrorise th� _· 

· P�P�:()f Dlµtloy was both disgusting and cowardly. · 
· · 

· Mi. Mac Niallais said: 

��The viotoncc directed agamst the people of Bcllaghy and Dunloy 
vindicates the negotiating position of the BRG. Contentious parades and-.- :>-

. marches should not take place aga±nstthc ,vishcs of local residents." . ·. 

·, "�ib� for the viqlcncc at Bcllaghy and Dunloy lies "'ith the
·-.· Apprentice Boys' Association, the RtJC. an<L ultiri1alely, the British

govcroincnt. _ Nationalists arc entitled to equality> respect, parity of esteem ..
an':1 protection under the law. Today� the Apprentice Boy� the RUC, anci _ ·:. ·

_ the .Biitish go'\·ornmcnt gave them none of these." 
· · 

, , . . � "� . ·� 
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Sunday August t 1 th t 996 9.45 p.m. 

The Dunloy Residents' & Parents' /\ssociatiordtlls expressed serious concc�n over irn1ccurat� 
me�a reports of events in Dunloy yesterday .. 
The Residents As.�cintil"ltl held a dignified, peaceful protest yesterday :morning in the villa.go of 
Dunloy and the RUC subsequently advised the Apprentice Boys not to c{trry on \\-ith their · 
proposed route through the main street of the \ill age. . . .

Three �enior police officers contacted the Association at 12 noon to ask for a meet.ine: at 
� . 

Clo�gh!tiiUs RUC station tl1 try and reach agreement ever the pmposcd cv"cning parade through 
DunloS,'. .Five of the Dunloy commiuee attended. They were accompanied by a Belgian . 
joumal1st. �1 representative of Amnesty Intcmatinnal and n number of f-,i1glish trade unin11 
r�presentatives who a.cted as observers. An agreement was reached whereby only the local 
Apprentice Boys and their band would go back to the Orn.ngc Hall and disperse from there in 

· the ew.w.ng. · · 

Tt became apparent later in the afternoon that a number l1f other buses from Belfast and other 
are� \.Vas en roule to lJunloy to lay si�g� Lo the village. The local Apprentice Bo\'S never·· 
attempted to 1�arch to the Orange Hall hut turned up cm the J\2(i ca.u�ing the �icg� to develop 
and then they and their band left the area. leaving drunk.en .Apprentice Boy m(.lbs trying to attack 
the village of Dunloy 

. . . . 

The ma.in Ballymena/Ballymoney ros.d was barricaded by the Apprentice Boys and the RUC 
111formcd us. at that sm�c that we had a "f)mmcrcc situatfrm' in Thtnlov� Tn°cntv-ci2ht buses� 

- . . . .,, - . 
carrying at least one thousand Appr�ntice Boys and supportt-:rs were prc:sent around the ·village 
at this stage. 

· · · · · 

The RUC were outnumbered and the officer in charge seemed reluctruit to confront the 
surroundin2_ mob. After the Residents' J\ssnciation reminded this officer of his dutv to afford 
protecliy� to the village, the RUC did eYentwuly engage \Villi the Apprentice Bc.1ys. but had great 
difficulfy· in holding the mob back ti.,r number of fumrs. The men, wonien and children of .. 
Dlinloy village \.vere pelri.fied. When the Committee asked about the safety of the �ple ill I.he.
· v:iilagc-and the village itself the RUC said that they could m.1t give any guarantee to us0 th�by
heightenioi our fears even further.

· The T)un.J6v Residents & Parent� J\5:�nciation 'tvish to recnrd that the 2.ravc and sinister s.itua.tion
. . . � . . - ' . 

which occurred in Uunloy was not a local issue and \\�s cerl.s.inly organised and orchestrated
before the Apprentice Boys left Derry city.

. . . .

We urge the Apprentice Boys <.1fDcrry Association. the RUC� and independent obs�rverstp
fully invcstiga.tc how these into:\-icntcd gangs were allm,>cd to make their way to Dt.mloy arid ..
carri: out !filch intimidation and thui!m::rv in our area. · · .- -- -- . 

. . .

This nightmare experience 1n Dunloy has ce1tainly not added to any coritidcncc or ... · .. 
• uncler��ding' of th� Apprentice Boys' portrayal of their organisation as a harmless. histt>rical
associatio� .. Rather, they were �eet1 by the nationalist people, �nd indcc:d the '\'\:orld, to be . 

triumpfoilist.,. bigoted louts who ·.vished to de:struy the village and·most certainly cause serious
injurj.0 

to the rcs1dcnt.c;_ E11ds. . , 
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