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NORTHERN'IRELAND: |
PARLIAMENTARY STATEMENT BY T3 PRIME MINTSTER

Madam -Spcak‘e.r,;-widl YOur permission I will make a stalement o1 the
Angio-Irish- Suitimit earlier 1oday and ‘jts implications for the peace
process in Nosthern Iretand, . .

The Tacseach and T met in Downing Strect (his aiiernoon and agreed
d way lorward, set out in our communiqué. copies of which nave
been placed in tie Library of'the House. [t me summarise the main
ponts of the-approach, A
Fust, both Govefnments condemn unreservedly the TRA abandonment
of the ceasefire and subsequent acts of terrorism and call for she
immediate and unequivocal restoration of the ceasefire.

Second “we have: confirmed that the two Governments will have L0
Ministerial dialogue with Sinn Fein until the ceasefire 18 restorcd.

-~

et am glad 1o say that the Irish Governmene 1138 1ow inade clear
Lz support for an elective process that s broadiy acceptable 0 :he
parhes e Northern Ireland,  We and the Irish Governmen: wilt
coadact further intensijve consultatiens with the sarties between now
add-Mareh! - After that, this Government wii bring forward for
consideration By this House appropriate legisiation for the fscrive
TTOCOsS, and-we will take other decisions necessary for the seace
DrOCess {0 take piace.

v
\

[
-

Tenrth. Soth Governmenis realfirm :heir comIpiument (0 ali-nar:
nerenatons with g comprenensive agenda. Thago will-be convan
> 1 June, tollowing 3 broadly accetapie siscuve vrocess. Whetks
TN DCEONAtons wijl meinde Sinn Fein wiil denera on whether i
“casCrire has been restorag.

¢

(9
2 a.

i
n

Foith. we have agreed that at the begnuu’ng Of ie negotiations. ‘n
trder to buid confidence. ajj barucmants. including Sinn Feip if to
Ceascrire has been restored. will need to make ciear their :ota! and
arolute commitment to the principies of democracy and non-viclence

© NAI/JUS/2021/106/34



set o the Mitchell report and (¢ address. glsg at inning of
e negotations, Senator Mitchell's proposals o decomntnissioning.

Mud:un Speaker, 1 belicve these agreemcnts and commitments
represent a balanced approach to which 1 hope all the parties in
Nerthers Ireland will be able 10 subscribe. No-one will find in there
a1} they might -have asked for. Equally, no-once need fear tha: their
hauic interests and requirements are being overicoked.

The approach the Taoiseach and I agreed marks out a clear rouvte ‘o
": 'm v negotiations.  We believe that this route is viable and direct.

( is why we have set a firm date by which the negotiations wili be
léz-'.'- ! ml 104

There s ostill detail to be filled in, 2nd some important issues 0 bs
seitiod,  That is the purpose of the intensive consu’tations due to start

nevt week and Jast until mid- March But we now have a framewaork
and & timescale 1o address and decide these matters. We are ready 1o
meet all the parties in whatever format best suits them, but I repest
et there can be no dialogue between Ministers and Sinn Fein unt!
e ceasefire 1s  unequivocally restored.  That is the Irish

{ievernment’s position as well.

“he 1ssues still to be settled inciude:
first. the naturc of the electoral systom to be used in
clecuve process. There are strong views for and ag fr'%:
differen: svstems. While the decision is for us. we :nend
{irst to cxpiore and test all the optiors in discussions with
the parties berore coming 10 Our dec sion on what s2ems
most: broadly acceptavie.

secondiv. the nature and roie of an eiected body thar wiil
cOme out or the siecuions. Again there are strongly eid
views. although many beiieve such a bodv has a reie
nlay as a8 forwim for peace.

and thirdly, format. structure and agenda of the

negotiations themseives,
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(l Y Spcakcr we bave been discussing these issuas intensively wis!

> Northern Ireland parties and the Irish Government for some time
now. 1 would-have liked to have been in a position to anncunce
agreement on-these issucs and to have been ¢ b?e to publish deiailed
rronosals today. There ave, however, still gaps o be filled in.

7 fudee 1t would be helpful T may put forward to the parties, and
nerhaps publish, specific written proposals during the consultations.
'

At the end of that period, the twe Govermne“'v will review the
OLiComye,

‘Whether or not final agrecment on all issues can be reached during
'-i-\ period. let-me make clear that at the end of it, the Government
wiit put forward (o this House legislative proposals for elections in
Nerthein Ireland. Decisions on the other outstarding arrangements
wi! alse be apnounced. These decisions will be taken on the basis of
i ézzdgcmcm of ‘what is most likely to be broad!y acceptable to the

paities. and to- the people of Northern Ireland. We have decided ‘o
2 in this way to make clear that the process cannot be held up

ﬁzmc if in thc end therc is still lack of agreement.

Mudam Snedker we arc taking these decisions ipon ourselves,
sacether with the irish Government where appropriate, because we ¢o
zo: beieve that the overwhelming desire of the people of Northern
reland for lasting: peace will brook further delav. We are ready 0
fulfil our responsibitities. :

e s one other aspect of the commungue © shiould ‘bring o0 the
aticreten of the  House. - the suggestion that there could he
storondums in Northern | .wana and the Irish Reouelic. These couid
~ooheid on the same day as the proposed eiection :n Northern irciana,
e onm owould T be 1o give the pgopie of Northern Irelancd ihe
STmnrinIty: (o spcak cleariy about their own ccmmrament (0 peacemli.
semocratc methods. and retection of violence.

e Government will consider with the parries whether SL».,u z
cererendum woudd be valuabie or not.  There is cleariy room idr
deiate about what e question ‘or questions should be in such a3
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referencum. But-we will listen to the views of the parties and make
aus own views clear at the end of the consultation period.

Meanwhile, let there be no doubt about three poiats:

first, that there 1s uo place whatscever for violence or the threst
i+f violence ‘i the pcace process or in the negotiations. Those
who advocate violence or do not dissociate themselves clearly
from its use or threat by others cannot expect others 10 go on
sitting at fhe negotiating table with them. Senator: Mitchell's
Report sets out cléar principles on democracy and non-violence,
makes clear the priority to be attached to the decommissioning
of illegal ‘weapons and makes proposals on how this can be
tackled. These issucs, however difficult, cannet be dodged.

They will be on the table at the beginning of negouauons If o
hecomes clear that any party is not committed to these principles
ardd this approach, cither at the beginning of negotiations or

h\equcmly there w:II in our view be no place for them at the
;mle

(he second peint is that there has never been any justification for
terrorism and violence in Northern Ireland. These proposals anc
the firm commutment to all-party negotiations by a fixed date
wiil remove any lingering shred of obfuscation and pretence
about this.

and thirdiy. that the battie agamnst terrorism is being intensifiec.
("hoperation between us and the Irish Government has never
heen better. We wiil hunt down those responsible for bomings
:nd killings and mamtamn security at whatever level it nesds o
Neotooprotect the Citizens of this country as they go about therr
Gary- Business.

Maown Speaker. ciie peopte of this country and the Irish Repubiic
ove nade clearer than cver berore their demand for.an end o
1oence.  That demand must now be met and fhe peopie have the
et to expect the vioience to stop for good.
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e search for peace has been much complicate? by the resumption
o1 terrorism on'9 February. But the Government said it would not be
detlected from its,efforts and we have not been. 1 am grateful for te
s*..rr’g‘mrl ‘we have received in our efforts from this House, across all

the parties.. ~We and the Irish Government are united in our
diermnation to stamp out terrorism and bring iasting peace. With
the mpport of tme House I belleve we will succeed.

P | warn lhc H0usc tha! the road ahead may vet be }ong and stoney.
}* ¢ men of violence will not give up lightly. Among them are peml»
i do not traly ‘want peace as we understand it. As we go though
*.?‘.'. nrocess leading to the negotiations and take the difficuit decisions,
concerns will ‘bé raised from this or that side, this or that interest.
Wi will, of course, take.account of all views. but we will not he
deflected from dur central objective. Because the metr, woren and
¢Ivkiren of Great Britain and Northern Ireland demand no less of us.
N lhm; lwcs and the:r fututes that must be our first concern.

Madam ‘Speakex e c’:ommcnd to the Rouse t:h-i's ‘appr'oach {0
newotisnions and ultimately to a lasting and comprehensive peace.
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