
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Reference Code:  2021/106/39 
 

Creator(s):   Department of Justice  
 

Accession Conditions: Open 
 

 
Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 
Director of the National Archives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



/ 18 JU� 

Paddy, 
Sean, 

Attached is what I got from S. Hare. 

I don't like the piece.arked 'X' in page 2 of the document entitled "Contact with Sinn 

Fein" (which is the intended press line). I understand, however, that, following 

yesterday's pess briefing (by Press Secretary) the feeling is that something on these 

lines should go in. 

Would you agree (and perhaps persuade ''your own"), that something along the 
e� 

followin�ight be better ! 

"The Government wm seek to have clear answers to certain questions, in 

particular:-

( 1) Will Sinn Fein now ask the I RA to reinstate the ceasefire of August

1994 and. if not, what are the reasons for detaying that course of

action?

(2) Does Sinn Fein remain fully and unequivocally committed to resolving

the Northern question by the use of peaceful and democratic methods

only, thus excluding violence or any support for violence as options in
d

that regard?
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Contact witl, Sinn Fein 

(!) 
Following the breakdown of the 1RA ceasefire on 9th February, the 
Government decided that it should terminate all Ministerial contact, but 

maintain limited official contact, with Sinn f ein. 

Official contact was maintained in the belief that it would be more likely to be 
of assistance to Sinn Pein in persuading the IRA to restore the August '94 
ceasefire than would a policy of total refusal of Government contact 

\___ •\. Q..o�oc...,l. l...c..a � ....... � 

The Government has d(ne everything possible to facilitate Sinn Fein's entry 
into the negotiations launched on 10 June. Sinn Fein hav� been provided, 

� � � .......... � t:. f ,-.� 

through official contacts, with aJkhe information taesr could pos$bly need to 
make a decision to go to the 1RA and seek a restoration of the complete 
cessation of violence which they announced in August, 1994. 

The Government is seriously concerned that, despite this, Sinn Fein has clearly 
" nf managed to persuade the IRA to restore the ceasefire. The killing of Garda 

McCabe in Adare, the serious injuries inflicted on Garcia O'Sullivan and the 
bombing outrage in Manchester in which hundreds of people were injured, 
provide no grounds for confidence that the IRA intends to allow Sinn Fein to 

follow the road of peace and democracy. 

The Government having carefully reviewed the situation is not, however,

convinced that it should, at this time, terminate all contacts, including existing 

limited official contacts, with Sinn Fein. It has decided to leave open the 

possibility that further contact will t.ake place at official level but only for the 

purpose of obtaining an up•to-date assessment of Sinn F ein's actual prospects 

of persuading the IRA towards peace� against th� background of that 
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organisation's recent acts of violence, In this context, the Government will 

wish to see clear answers to two simple questions· -
-.. ... 

(i) Has Mr, Adams yet gone to the IRA to ask for a cease-fire, and if

not, why?

(ii) Does Sinn Fein continue to support the "armed struggle" ofthe

IRA?

Following that contact, the Government will again review the case for keeping 

open a line of communication with Smn Fein. 

In the meantime, the Government remain committed to maJdng a success of the 

"' l multi-party negotiations, which represent the best prospect for political

progress for many years. The Government are determined that there can be no 

veto by violence over these negotiations. 
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