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AMBASAID NA HElR.EANN 

TELEPHONE: (202) 462,3939 

FAX: <202) 232-S993 

IMMEDIATE 

SECURE FAX NO: 

DATE: 

TO: 

FOR: 

PLEASE CC: 

.. 

11 JULY 1996 

HQ 

SECRETARY O HUIGINN 

COLM O FLOINN 

DRUMCREE: WROE HOUSE REACITON 

@0011001 

EMBASSY OF IRELAND

2234 MASSACHUSETTS AV£.. N. W. 

WASHINGTON_ D.C. '20001 

cQPVTO: l{�
PST �:

R.PTEAHON
MR. S. DONLON 
MR. T DALTON 

FROM: WASHINGTON 

FROM: PATHENNESSY 

I: We have kept the NSC briefed on a continuing basis on developments at Drumcrce. 
·--- Mary Ann Peters expressed astonishment and amazement at the decision to allow the

march througli She believes the implication for the peace process to be very serious -
"it's put the prospect of a cease-fire back a year". 

2. However, the official US line will be to express concern at today's developments and
. to portray the political track, not violence, as the way forward.

3. The initial view conveyed by the British to the White House includes these elements:

the decision was taken by the police; 

it was taken for operational reasons, in view of the expected arrival of 50-60,000 
protestors; 

the consequences of not intervening would have been worse; 

the decision follow�d prolonged unsuccessful attempts to reach agreement 

. ,r .4\ c'· • We have drawn attention to the statements by the Cardinal and Archbishop Eamts,that .:. 
the police action can not be regarded as emanating from any discussions in which the 
Church leaders were involved. 

END 
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AMBASAlD NA H°EIREANN 

TELE.PHONE: (?02) 462•3939 

FAX: (202) 232•:J993 

Secm:eFa1 

JO July 1996 

Dear Seeretaxy 

EMBASSY OP IRELAND 

2234 MASSACHUSETTS AVE... N.W.

WASH[NGTON.D.C.20008 

·\
.P. TEAH0N 
,S.DONLON 

MR .. T. DALTON 

1. Mr Hennessy and I met Nancy Soderberg 8D4 May Alm Peters at the White House

on Tuesday evening for a general review of recent developments (f ony Lake., the

National_ Security Adviser, is on an official visit to China at present).

-

2. The overall sense we came away with was of a White House still strongly engaged

in the process but clearly very frustrated. by� failure of Adams to deliver to date.

They found this particularly ftustra1ing given that, in their view, all the measures

necessary to enable another ceasefire to be called bad been put in place by the two

Governments on the 10th June. In the ·circmnstanc.t:S, Soderberg said that she had to

begin to question Adams' influence over the Army Conncil and, in effect, his capacity

to deliver.

3. That said, the White House was staying with the process. In particular, they

believed.that, over the coming weeks, London, Dublin and Washington should

contin� to the degree possibl� to offer all possi"ble assurances to Sinn Fein about

the seriOU$IlCSS of the tallcs process.

4. Asked about the present British thinking, Soderberg said that London is still fully

engaged. She did not1hink 1heref'ore that they would have any difficulty in conveying

I 
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appropriate �s to Shin chi. She added that (as Pat Hennessy bas already 
reported) the wkc House was som�hat ... i_.-d that the British seemed relatively 

I • I . .»UA� relaxed about tjie Manchester rt)' and the mortar attack in Germany, and tbat 
these incidents appeared to haj �c or DO mq,act on tbeir c;ontinuing commitment 
to the process. . ' , . • 

5. The White H�e, who tend to _ . to� every wc:ck to ten days, intend making. . 
contact with �e Sinn Fein �ent in �e next few days. Asked about these

. . 

conversations, Soderberg said l11at �� �ds to prevaricate and, in particular, to 
fail to give any real sense of the nmcframe v41bin which he can or will try to deliver. 
This� as i�di�. earlicr7 • ad� t� the White House doubts about his capacity to 
deliver. At �e same time, Sbdc� beiieves that he remains committed to the 
process. 

. ' 

6. While they h� not spoken to 1!�e for some time, Soderberg believed he was still
optimistic ab01Jtarene�d ��- Sod�crg siid she would call him in a day or
so. : . . : . 

. ' 

. ' 

7. Soderberg alsp mentioned that there arc one or two difficult issues on which the
. : . I • 

Administratioh. will have to �e a decisJon in the near future. These include a
decision (by the Secretary of State) on �ethez to extradite fumny Smyth from

Calif� to Northern lrelanl -� preseirt circumstances, the Administtation had
really DO opti!,n but to agree i � extradi1ioD. However; they were not sure what
(legal} imj,act Smyth's applif � for political asylum will have on the extradition
process. -She indicated also �t there was· quite some political pressure building up
on the issue and, as a result, WF bad a sense that the Administration would b� happy

I 
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to find a legal way out of taking ._ early decision. 
I • , , 

8. Finally, and to sum up, �e '.cl� ID:cssage ftom the White House: was one of
I I 'II • 

encouragement to all ofus �o keep � uying over 1hc next f� weeks to see if it might

be possible to put a ceas� back µi place. We agreed to stay closely in touch widl

the developing situation. ! 
: : 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely 

---" .. a :n .,.,. 

Dennot Gallagher 
Ambassador 

Sean 6 hUiginn Uas 
Secretary 
Anglo-Irish Division 
Department of Foreign Aff'airs 
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PD 
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MR.P.'hWtcN
MA. a. DOM 0N
MR.r�m:w 

I I 

As conwyecl, I had a hmgdiSCUllioa anthtphoucwidl� Sodeibeig abaattbe lituad\'4 
ia Portadown. Shcwaas taJam abadt by �opmllltl � MWlffl, m4aaieed tllatthb'
wvuJ4 seek a fbll axplau8'CloD tram LOndoa for tu �Ill of th8 adef �'s 
4'oition. . 

. i 
So4et&efg is deeply ccmcemecl about tbo implic:adoal 9f die decision.. She � 
1lowner, how we miptuy to take IDlilm bwlrdaow. I l1flP8tecl am: as a first &teJJ.:• 

. . . • i 

Comntiesimi or same such body needed to be broups IIOpdae,' qolokly Ja order to �w-. 
• • 

· pld@Jfne&; far fmure parades; this should htlp lo particallr '° ensure that disasten fUcli !"'
])nmame did not contiDue to happen cm ao lllDUl1 bull. 

I I 

I also laid parricwaz:en,basison theimpodlDCeof111elWCbehaviug ma 6ir md �� 
. . 

IMDPer in. their handling Qf parada over the comblg WNktmc1 Ja this repnL I� 
pardonlar concern about tb situation in B6t, sma • � � fimn � � 
aftnocm seemed to naest that thelUJC � mip\apin be a pll1ism one.; 

• j 

,W• altodisea.&sed a IIDlllherof other� inoJudiaa 6,puaidoa otSiaaFein in tho �
olrmmffaDOM.. I felt it� however, to Ret to ffNfew tbe wider &ituatioa at� . . 

12-JUL-98 FRI 9:23 

. . . . . • 
. '\ .. 

I 

I 
i 
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We trill be meetitlglfllUJ. Jau:rtbis ffll!UDlwhen.I lelUllplny tu Secretary to� Whjfe' ..... 
Bollletot-a planned dilcmsioaufPlwidmcy Issues. '11leNcdem,imation wm� 

. I • 

--llp at this --
I 

• 
; 

w. 6 hU'iginn u�
Socnfa)
� Diviliau 
IlepitttmentofForeip.Aflidm 

12-JUL-88 FRI 8:23 G3 

·-···· ··---.. -- -· ·-----·--
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