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THE WHITE HOUSE

For Inmedlate Reldase ) September 5, 1996

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDRNT
AND PRIME MINISTER BRUTON OF IRELAND
DURING PHOTO OPPORTUNITY

The Oval Office

6:25 P.H. EDT

THE PREEIDENT: I'‘m delightad to have the Taoisaach here
today and -- a good day’ the talks began again today. S8enator
Xitchall is over in Belfact, and I just want toc talk to him about
whaore wa go from hers.

Alse, I want to note that Irocland is assuming the
presidency aof the European Union and we have a lot of common
interests thers, a lot of thinge we have to work on together,
including our common intarest in the worldwide 2ight against
narcotics trafficking, and so we'll have loto to talk about, and I'm
glad to have you here, =sir.

PRIME NINISTER BRUTON: Thanks very much, indaeed. wWall,
tha talks have gotten ofZ tuo a vary good start ¥n Belfast today.
Obviously, we'd like to see an IRA ceama-fira, because as long as the
threat of violence (s thcre. tha nagotiatione are not going to work
ac fully a thay need to.

Alag, I'll be awaiting the opportunity to talk to the
President about Furopean Union business. A8 the President has said,
we need to cooperate to combat drug-trafficking, and we almo need, X
think, more busiltess cooperation boatween Europe and North Amarica,
and the vnited sStates in particular, and T have certain ideac I'll he
putting forth to the Preaident on that mattes.

Q Mr. President, at thisc peint, do yeou reallyY mee any
advance in the talks? T XNOW thay started in Juna, but it doesn't
really seen like thay'va gone very far.

TRE PRESIDENT: I would go hack to what the Prime
Ninistaer said. Wae'd like to see a ceasse-£fire reatored. But I think
that actually, we do have a ohance to make s50me prograess ln thesae
talks, and that's one of tha things we're going to talk about hare.

wWa're always better off when thaey'rs talking than when
theI‘re not, and I can see circumstances under which we can make aome
Ieal Progress there if wa got one aor twa good breaks, so we're going
to xeaep working.

&« - - w % L] L] w w L 4

THE PRESIDENT: Let me just, f£irst of asll. walceme you
all here ana say that I am deogly honored, as always, to have the
Tacoigeach here, coming especially as he doea today as the talks have
oganed again in Belfast. I'm looking rorward to hearing his ideasn
about where we go from here and any suggestions he has about how the
United Stataes can help.

I also want to tulk about the work we can Qo tagether as
Ireland asusumes the presidency of the European Unian on internatianal
narcaticse trarficking and any numbeyry of other issues. I nave a very,
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var{ high regard €for the Prime Minister for his laeadershin for what
he has tried to do for the cause of peace in Northern Ireland, and
I'm really looking Zorward to having this chance to visit with hinm,.

PRIME MINISTER BRUTON: Thank you very much. Obviously,
I'Ad be updating the President on the talks in Belfast, which have
gottan off to a vary good start taoday. It'se important that they
sheould move as quickly as possible to discusaing the substantial
issues that thay were S8t up to deal with, having dealt with the
procedure and questiona, whioh are very important, but which I thinxk
can be desalt with quitse quickly at this point.

Als0, I wWill be talking to the President in my capacity
as President of the Eurcpean Union, and putting forward scme ideas to
him on closer business cooperation across the North Atlantic. aAnd I
wilill alse be anxious to bring to agreamant propoGals that are in
discussion about closer cooperation to combat the international drugs
trada, both In the Caribbean arwsa and in rocgard to wWwhiat are xnown as
precurscrs, whioch are ehemicals which arc used in the manufacture of

arugs.

. I think we nheed cooperation betwaen the European Union
and the United States if we!re to caombat thic menacae at its saurve.

Q ¥Mx. President, if I may ask you, 8ir, Mike NcCurry
teld us taday that you chose to be optimistio about the prospects for
peace. can you tell us how you can possibly be optimistic at the
ggg:g:tg?d how optimistic you might be, for instanaa, of a new IRA

oy e'

THE PRIEAIDENT: Well, T want to talkx tOo the Prine
Minister about that. I think there should be a restoration of the
cease-rire ao ¢that evar¥ona who neada teo be in the rtalks can ba a
part or them. But the thing that makes mes optimistic i the clear
interssat that the paople, all the pecple in Naorthern Ireland have in
a suocessful resolution of this, and their evident dacire for 1i¢,
whioh 1 saw 80 Clearly last year. \

And of courses, unfortunately tha people nhave aireaay
paid a price this year in the fact that when the cease-fire was lost
and things seemed tao be drifting in the wrong dAirection, it was
costly in terms Oof tourists, in tarmc of business invastment.

S0 ¥ just kelieve that woe're etill on the right side of
hiatory, and I can also eee¢ the development of events in a way that
would make it posuible for us to make some roal progreas. But
they're juat beginning. I have a lot of confidence in Senator
Nitchell and the teaam there, but mostly I beliave the people of
Northern Ireland want peace, and I think the datermination of the
Irish gavernment and alsc the British government, Prime Ministar
Major's governmagnt to try to work to crcate conditions in which peace
can be developed, I think those thinlgs maks me cptimistic.

PRIME MINISTER BRUTON: I'd like to add, if I may, that
I Tthink it's very important that we do have an IRA ¢ease-fire,
becausa we're not gaoing to have a truly heartfalt and enduring
agreement as long as the threat of violence continuaes.

Q Myr. Precident, do you believe that the Loyalist
Parties should now be excluded from the tialks process, as demanded Dy
Dr. Paisley today?

THE PRESIDENT: I can't say that. I think that the only
positien I've taken on this whole thing is that the ceaze-fira ought
to ba rontored fer Full participation of all of the parties. I den't

want to get into that.

T think that the people whe are tharc an the ground are
perfectly capable of making their decisiens. T think on balance,
what wa want is the largest number of pecple poesidble who will be

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/98/03



- 04 F-204
" SEP 10 "96 09:59  TO-ANGLOIRISH FROM-EMBASSY OF IRELAND T-753 P.04/04 F-2

affactad by this in the and, Participating, and I think that that's
what we should leok for. 3Ut I don't think —-

Q Do you anticipate going back to Ireland, Mr.
in Decamber?

Q MY. Prasident, wWill you wmake the 9olf match wien
Diak spring this timae?

THE PRESIDENT: I11) deo By very bamst. Only an
;nz-rveninq circumstance Stopped me last tima. I hape I can come

back and do it. Ra wanta the privilege or beating me on the hame
aoil. ang T @uppaeme I‘ll nave to lat him do that sonmeday.

Q Are you definitely eoming te Dublin in Decomber?
THE PREBIDENT: T don't know yat.

THE PRESS: Thank you.
6:34 P.M., EDT
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