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Prima Minigtexr, is it true the goverrment gave no advice, no

direct;on, throqghout lagt week to the Chisf Constable?

No. it was an operationsl matﬁex.

The governmant are rogpongible

for broad policy of course, byt the Chief Constable is

. ragpongible for operational matters.
some -distance ¢can give Qetail
streat oxder or disorder I

instructions were given at

Andino help et all ip reaching

edvance waa ssnsitive, politie%l ection?

fatuous.

Tha balief that Ministers at

instructions on how to haandle a

80 the answer iz no

a decision about what you knew in
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PRIME -MINISTER: -
It depende what you mean by |k
for the government’ s advice,
had asked us to coument then

]

matter with him. But it is
Chief Conmtable how to handl
ptraats. He is the profassig

state or any othesr Minister.

Di@ he not ask you for any ad

PRIME  MINISTER:
No, he didn’t ask fox any adv
wag an operational decisgion b
pl#ce. As events changed he

decided in the interests Of o

his originai deolsion, aed that he A4id.

and his alone, a= he has mnade

INTERVI EWER:

was it the right deedision: that

e}

nal

ice and he has made that clear.

!

rder that he would make & change to

-~ 3

elp. 1f S8ir Hugh Annesley hed esked
if he had agked us to agsist, if he
of

course we would have ‘discugsed the
for Ministers to inatruct the
2 matter dealing with control on the

Secretary of

vica?

1002
him. . to ban tha march in the first
neibly considered the matter and

Both decisions were his

clear respeatsdly.

t he.npade?
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PRIME MINISTER - INTERVIEW - PANORAMA - 15 JULY 1996

PRIME MINISTER:
I think he did make the righ~

- 3

-

I am.not go:ng'to

gecond~guass the Chief COnlt&ble or criticise the Chief Constabla.

He has an immensely &ifFicult
to'retain the .confidense of
these decisions on the day.
had been digcugging the matt

wholae geries of meatings to
préblem he faced was that neil
thé residents wera preparsd t
at 2ll easy either for the pu
Constable,

INTERVIEWER:
Isn’' t that a matter f£or the Q

task in Northern Ireland. He needs
. He didn’t just make
think it is wozth remembering he

with the Garvaghy Road residants

and reach am accommodation. Ths
ther side, neither the marchere nor
o reach a compromiga f£0 make mattexs

blic at large or f£or the Chief
I

overnment when you have that degrae

of econflict in the United RKingdom over something that has heen

banned by law? 1Ign‘t that s
directly ianvolved in?

PRIME MINISTER:

ething the goverament should be

I£ you mean should the govarngaﬁt override the Chief Cénatable -

emphatiocally no.

Should it be discusged with ¢

decigion with him?

Ha Chief Constable and reach a
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The Chief Constable must

professional.

Sirs Patrick Mavhew, or any ot

and ingtructed the Chief Cons’

wouléd be gaying to me about

Let me put thj;point to you the other way round.

judgment. He ig the

LL

ey Minister, had iatervened in this

tahle, I wonder precisely what you

control of the poliece. TYou

would ba gaying this is unprécedented, it is unconstitutional,

whera does it gtop? 2And you .
qu;stions. We have & vaxry cl
thia country.l
co#sulted, but operaticonal de
maintenance of law and oxder,
have full confidence in Hugh

dupport.

INTERVIEWER;
What is your reaction to the

The government sets the law,

114 be xight to ask those
ar constituticnal distinction in
it is availahle to be
cigions, decisions concerning the
are properly fo:-the police. And we

Annesley and he hag our full

Irish Prime Minister’'s comment that

you made a gerious mistake brsachiag three canons of democracy,

and Cardinal Dalay saying tha

government?

PRIME MINISTRR:

I don' t want to traipae over
the future which ig where wa
were made, the mistakes that

BOMMGntS.

t he felt betrayed by the Bxitish

014 ground, that will &0 no ¢good to

ust look. But I think if mistakes

Tere ‘made ware in making thoee

Pg. 03

{38
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INTERVIEWER: |
SO you are critical - catholic Carfinal and the Prine
Minia;e:?

PRINME MINISTER:
Both thome comments woula have . been detter not made. We have to

look forward. The Chief Constable has an immensely difficult job.

The RUC need to retain the copfidence ¢of both communities. It is
no# helpful to have had oriti comments of that aozt and our
viéws are well known aboﬁt th But that ia bshind us now. What
I ém concerned about is looking forward to see how we can deal
with €future problems and how We can reconstitute the talks

process.

INTERVIEWER:
You say it ie behind you dut it iz not exactly behind you, is it?
Because the conssquence of it|is that the Unionists are gseeing,
and indeed claim once again, toihéve had a victory in Northern
treland? '

PRIME MINISTER:

I don’t think anyone sées thig as a'victOry._ I don’t think anyone
whé is gsenzible in any way can see what has happened as a victory.
What hapéanea ia Neorthorn Ireland over the last few days was a
defeat for common Zense, a &eéeat for the peace processg and a

defeat for both commun;tieé. lhnyhody claiming a victory out of .

that I think frankly ought to|go away and think again.
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It was & bhad wesk for Nerthern freland, What we have to do is put
that bhad week behind us and aLe how wa can move forwezrd to betterx

waeks ia the future.

INTERVIEWER:

But the truth of tha matter is that it wac seen as a victory, and
cléimed és a victory, by those Unionigts who werae involved at
Drﬁmc:ee and 4t im not the fiLa; time that Unionists have been
abie to flout the law with impunity in Noxthern Ireland?

PRINE MINISTER:
You gae I dom’'t gee it 415 the wﬁy you do. It might equally have

-ticnalists when the original maxrch
wag stopped. People had a-:iéht‘ta peacefull¥ march in the United
Riﬁgdom, and yet it was decid . reasons of law and order, to
stép the march. Nobedy c¢laimgd then that it was e defeat for the
Unionists, yet now people are|saying it is 2 victory for the
Unjoniets. Both these terms r defeat/victory - this is just a
fusther illustration 6f the _temperate way in which s¢ muoh of
the dsbate in Northexn Irel - 4is carried out. If both sides will
there never to ba an agreement, an igreoment cannaet be reached.
Whét I am seeking, what I have been seeking for the last S yeaxe

coﬁaistently. im to try and e ure that in the politics of
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So don’' t expect me to start critic¢ising lavishly one side ox the
other. I want them all te git down together and talk. What
concerns me is not the ponitipn Of the Orange'Order, not the

position of the Garvaghy Road resideats, what I. am primarzily

concarned about ies the positinﬁ of the overwhelming majority of
lay abiding citizens of Noxth not want to go
baék te where they yere‘OVnr e lagt 25 years, They want the
ta;ks to p¥oceed, they wvant p - thay want the political leaders
toigive a proper political le#d in returning to tha talks tabls,

how we can deal with the real
problems that exist and advancing the procasgs, and that iz what
the government will be sesking.

TNTERVI EWER: | .
I will ask you about that of .ﬁrne_in just a moment. But coming
| the Unionists didn’'t claim it as a
march wouldn't be going ahead, but
they did claim it as a defeat/in the zense that they weren't
pxépared to go to court #o coTteat'tha court order, they were
Prépﬂred to bring out accoxding to. the Chief Constable between &0,

70, aven pefhaps 100,000 people and they won the day DBy shear

foxce?
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PRIME MINLSTER:

What you are seeking me to.de|is to gake gides., Well I will take
sides, both sides wexe wrong. - The Orange Lodé- wera wrong in
geaking to procedd in the way| that they did, and I think the

Garvaghy Read residsnte were unreasonable in the way they refused

to Aiscuss and to compromise £or a .long time on how & peaceful

- J -
nazch, a peaceful marck, coul? have beoen passed through the

Gaxvaghy Road Estate.

e is ample blame on both sides.

1

have made that clear in the ptwt, Peaddy Mayhew has made that

That absolutely is th

clear, :

gides you won't get

is?to make suxe that that bigft

further impediment in progres

to talk about ig what happens

INTBRVI EWER:
But ign’t the troublas that £w

cace. If you get bigotry on both
Now what I have to try and do

ry doesn’' t grow and then place a

fxom now onwaxds. So what I want

now.

>m the polnt of view of the Roman

Catholic community in Northerm Ireland, they see something that

looks like exactly what happened in 1874 with the ..

strike, that whem they choosa,

woxrkers

Unionists can go on the atreset and

th@re is nothineg that the forces of law and oxder can 4o about it.

That {2 the memssage, isn't lt?
|
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PRIME MINISTER:

I aontt balieve that that ia the xight message to taks. Over the
past 5 yeaxs there have been lmrecaéanted moves by tha British
government to.try apd find a way that will preserve the natural
way of life and the poace & security of all thes aitizeng of
Nuithern Izaland., No governmant previously has given this matter
guch priority or devoted so mhch time and interest i it.

And I iavite everyoue in Nérthern Ireland, whether Protestant or
Catholic, it doesn’'t mattar, to actually look at that recozd and
sa§ are the goveznment genuingly concerned at reaching an
ac&ommodation satisfactory to| everybody? And the only honest and
1o§ical angwex to that is yes|they are, for they had no reascn
nedeasarily to take up this 4 one of the priorities of this
administration, but we aid g0 will continue tc @ 806, And
I hope in thut; the crdisary 'eaiaent, whethar Protestant or
Catholic, can take soms comfort because it wes a priority befora,
it ?: a priority for me todayland it will remein a priority for me
to Eee a satipfactory peace in Northern Ireland for 8¢ long as I

Bit im Downing 8treet.

Weré you dismayed o0 see the zctione of the political leaderxs of

thei Ulster Unionists at Drumcrea?
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It dopends which particulare %otions you have in mind. I was
delighted that they urged pedple ¢ be restrained., I was
delighted that the politicel (leaderz all urgad.the Loyalists not

to. respond.

INTERVI EWER:
They put their weight on letting the marech go through ...

PRIME MINISTER:
Well we have 8 right of free iassemhly and free marching in this

country.

INTERVI EWER:
So ‘you considexr that was legitimate?

(T} .

(END OF TRANSCRIPT A. CONTINUED ON TRANSCRIPT' B)
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