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Telepnone: 0171-235 2171
Direct Line: 0171-201 2
Fax: 0171-245 6961

IRISH EMBASSY. LONDON

20 December 1996

Mr. Sean O hUiginn

Second Secretary
Anglo-Irish Division
Department of Foreign Affairs

Dear Secretary,
Mr. Blair’s statement of policy on Northern Ireland, 13 December

In case it has not aiready reached the Deparument, I attach a copy of Mr. Tony
Blair’s statement of policy on Northern Ireland last Friday.

[ believe that to a considerable degree the statement reflects the approach which
the Embassy has been promoting with the Labour Party. Mowiam’s understanding
of our position is already fairly clear. In this instance the role of Jonathan Powell,
with whom as you know I discussed the speech in early December, was clearly

also influential.
In particular, it is reassuring that Mr. Blair has stated the following:

“We will work on the basis of the agreements that have been reached in recent
vears - the three stranded approach, the Downing Street Declaration and the
Framework Documents”.

Those wishing to move Labour policy in a more Unionist direction have of course
focused their criticism on the Framework Documents. Mr. Trimble recently
described Mowlam as the only significant British politician who still talks about
the Frameworks.

Other themes which the Embassy has emphasised and which are reflected in Mr.
Blair’s speech include the centrality of British-Irish co-operation, our analysis
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b;ised on the need to avoid dominatian of one tradition by the other (as opposed
tol an analysis based on the vindication of individual rights), and the two-way

application of the principle of consent.

In consultation with the Department, but on a personal basis, I recommended to
Powell that Mr. Blair makes clear his position on Harryville, avoiding in particular
any specious linkage of that situation to the marches issues in general. The
relevant passage on page 7 of the speech is clearly intended to be helpful.

Yours sincerely,

Philip McDonagh
Counsellor
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EMBARGO 14.30krs

SPEECH BY THE RT HON TONY BLAIR MP
- LEADER OF THE LABUUR PARTY
TO THE.GROUP OF SEVEN
QUEENE UNIVERSITY, BELFAST
FRIDAY 13 DECEMHEIR 1996
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[ arn delighted to be in Belfast today and to have the opporamity to speak to the
Group of Seven. This is & partoenahip crgamisation and parthership is at the very
core of what aew Labour stands for. | ] know that Gedrge Quigley and others have
dope a great deal of Wk to bring| this organisation together and 1 very much
auppart the perthership batwaen business, trade unions and ecomomic development
organisations thst You are trying to build.

Todsylwmtmmmlabomswh.tuiayw the people of Northern
hdmdwhnwummﬁomahbwguvmbuﬂ:onmmmu
and on the ecanomic and social issuss which affect your iives. 3

First of all I want to expigin the bipartisan approach we have adopted in
Oppamitian. I believe that the British Governtent hag been serious about making
progeess in Narthem Ircland  Working with the political parties bere, and with the
Jrish Govermnmeut, it is trymg to msp out & stable, enduring peaceflal futire for
Northern [reland.

Mo Mowlam =nd [ toak the view that it was Labour’s duty as the official
Oppauition to support it in its efforts. Of course theye have been times when we
have raised questions, but lct us remsmber that the govemment heve been in
charge of this process, not the Opposition, and [ believe it has ected in good faith.

I believe our ttitude has been mature, resoomsible and right. It hes ensbled the
govanmam to taks risks for pesce. If there is a change of government after the
election, we look forward to the same respanaible bipartiasn spproach from =
Conservative oppasition.

Let me repeat what I said at this yesr's Labour Party canfzence about the
imparmnos I piace on Narthern Ireiand:

No lender, with this nation’s intarsst st haart, could do axything other than see this
process through with the Irish govenment and the perties in Nartharn hreland. 1t
will be every bit as rmuch a pricrity for me as for John Masjor.

The peopls of Narthern Ireland have suffiered a grest deal in rocent decades.

Thomsans of ives imve bom iost, thonands more shaitered by grief oc by tmrible
injuries. A winle gmmztion has grown up in twsiwdow of the gma. A sew

nA®IAIA ¢ oo - men e T — - w——— —r.mm et - -
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peacefn] for Northern Ireland; to try to ensure that the next genersioa
enjoys th 2 thut the present ons bas oniy hed o glimpse of.

A grast 18 already been achicved. We want to s,
People in aen [reland should expect continuity on the pesce process if there.
is a chang wemment, We will werk an the basis of the agreementsthst have
been reac 1 recent year - the three stranded approsch, the Downing St
Devlaratic the Frarsework Docuraents,

Several principles will underpin cur approsch:

The British and Irish governments have to wark together to make progress. Thet
doesnatemn;:mminord:mgumemtmomeﬂ:ﬂuInlmduputoﬁhc-Uni&d
Kingdem i any sense. It is a recngnition that close relstions with Dublin have
bezn helpful in recent years and a recognition too that the Irish Government have
played a positive role,

Dumimﬁmbyumhdiﬁnnwthoothuisnotthswfmuuﬂ.ﬂth:p;ophof
Northern I . 3 have rights and ideptities thet deserve to be trested fairiy and
With remper

And there shouid be no changp in th amofmwm#
cuan of 3 majority of the people of "Warthern Irelsnd. That is the cvamding

principls that now defines the policy bol  ofthe present Ce. Government
end any incoming Labour Govenment aud indeed is vast
msjarity of peopie in the Republic of Ireiand.

Cansent is 3 crunial principle. The British Government i» t has
1o seifish strategic interest in Nartmm [reland snd made 2rment to
cansart. And at the same tme the [rish Governnent hae they
oo scoopt that there can dbe no umity without consent.

The acory of the principle of ovent movides cm r the
peopis of " Inlaxd It me = there is no que lo of
Nathamn ; " 1g fowoed into 81 W constitutional ax snot
accepted. wtbe -wek even if it was pos

Couset R ane A % csnnot simply rthe
other. R Dow °  sgreed betwesn repxoeating both

—aee NANRINnIA 7T caC
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That is the basis for the present talks process,
Let ;e be clear about Labour’s position with rogard to the talks.

It is esscutial that these discusmions take place in su atmospbere of trust and
canfidence - commodities which are scarce in Narthern Iretand and-sometimes for
very eaderstandable reasons. The legacy of viclence will not disappesrovernight
Buz if & new peaceaful figure is to be buiit for Northern [reland then thoss who can
help o build trust and coofidence have & duty to do so.

J want to see an inojusive talks process. I want all parties including Sinn Pein to
be represanted and take part fully. But if tha talks are to sucserd, everyone has to
be fully cammitted to the democratic process and to peaceful methods—

NﬁmmmmmmMmemmmmwmm
That is wity I say to the IRA, if yoo went to talk theg you have to give up violencs,
not just for 8 week or a mouth but for good.

If that happens, then as the Prims Minister said, there ahould be no noed for undue
delgy befiwe Sinn Feln came into talke What matters Is that there is an
unaquivacal ceasefire backed up by actians which show it is genuine.

It remaing for Sirm Fem to say and to do what is peoeasEry to canvinee us all that
they have chosen the puth of peace and democracy for good.

Let me just empés=sise this. When the [RA ceasedire was called origiaily, we all
ok this as firm evidance that there was a reai desire onthe part of Sinn Fein to
put the past behind it. When it ended, rencwed violence ¢id not just csuse dismay.
1t cgused fimdamuital doultts about the desire for pesce—All the-wey through this
frocaas peopie ask this quastion: is pasdciparion in the pssoe procals @ W20 in
an otherwise univoken grmed coafiict; or is it & genuine search for K new way
forwurd? [fit is the latter, then the door is opex-But only if'it is the jemer.

The fisct that the ioyalist peramilitiries heve maintained their cessefite is weloms.
Who knows how many lives hsve been

mved by thelr sctions? Dexvnesstic politics
has & duty to reach out to those who genuinely shun viclence-snd [ am glad that
- paliticisns reflexting their viewpoint are tncinded in ibw tallos.

13
——— e e m—ecare  osve Ascam (00Ot NS e W0
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It!is oot for @ Labour Guvernmem to dictate what the final cutcome shouid be.

That has been part of the change in all cursttitudes. The perticipaits have agread
to work towards an sgreement which deals with rojstions within Northern [reland,
ralations betwean narth and south and reistions-bstween the Republic-of Troland
and the United Kingdom. In thst they will have cur support.

So far progress has been difficuilt and slow. Agreement is not easy to remch whsn
divisions run deep tart I hope there can be real evidsnce of mementuan developed
in the months shead. Ths election of course creetes uncertainty but 1 say to the

participants in the procesn that if we are elestad we will do everything we can to
carry this process on and to help the talks succeed.

Bcanomic progrmes

also high unemployment and poor opportonities. Mo Mowiam s rightly made
a prierity of addressing those issues in her time s Shadow Northem [reland
Secretxry. And I know she shares my firm view that @ izsting pesco-has to be
uxizrpioned by & just acciety, by grester openness and sccountability from public
institutions and a more prosperous ecanomy.

The potantial is enarmots,

Just look at the benmafita that cams to the ecanxny when the IRA csadefire was in
place.

During those maonths, mamufacioring output and employmeent increassd twice 83
fast as in Brifain.

Northern [reland was the fourth most sitrective regan in the UK to inward
investors.

Tourism rose by over 50 per cent.

And business nodhaxd an ingzroverment o simast every froat.

And [et us be alasr. qund-ndhnxulmicmhl:
A dedicxted work firce.

— e e e e————.- v aFremn domas we —~put ¥V

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/98/09



23/12 '96 16:03 SECURE-FX TRANSMISSION
s § 13-DEC-1996 17:34 FRM leMIMMBASSY “u):ﬂﬂ 383 1 47357822 Pg. 09

BLIUOre r.0f

= e

Energetic and irmovative business people.

A tradition of imxdustria) excsilence and innovation in fields as diverse as food
processing, ssrospace, clestromics and computsr software.

But in spite of thage strengths a great deal remaing to be dane to realise Narthern
Ireland’s true poteatial. Unemployment is still the highest in the UK and
educatiog and training stmdads still need to be raised.

The old days when the left would try to succeed by centralised plarming are over.
And the 1980s ahowed in the marict tarms the limits of laissez faire. What is
ueeded in the 1990s is & new parenarahi{p of public and private sectrs warking
together for the camman good.

Firat of all we need a stable low inflstionary econamny. The cycle of boom and
bzt we have experienced in recent yenrs is deeply damaging. Govenmient has a
" respansibility to congol spending, to emourege low interost rates and creste &

heaithy climate for investment. We bave placed that commitment at the heart of

our eeanamic thinking.

Government must also grive to improve educational standards for every ohild.
The impartance of educarian cannot be oversizessed in today’s world. Edncation
will be the passion of my government. A good educstion is the very best start we
can give to eny child

And a flexible and adsptable workfores is casential in any podam ecommry. That
does not meen g iabour market widsmn rules - our cxmmitments ca the minigmm
wage, the Social Chapter snd minimam sxndards are closr. And we must casure
there is no place for disaimmnstion end sectadanism of sny kind in the workplace.
But in place of the old divides that held us back and set wurker sgrinet manager
we now noed active co-operation bet\ween workers sod managers to wmke frms
mare compedtive.

Ooe of our early pledges is to get 250,000 young peopis off benafifs and into
werk, paid for by a windfall kevy on the privatissd otilities. ] belisve thnt will be

gmm:mu«m.w where youth uneziploymut is 50

Ah&wmmwmmmmn’bhm-bwhm
Thexe is o0 ceason why mare csunscaic co-operution should imply sny soxt of

- ——- cemtara s com mi

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/98/09



23/12 "96 16:05 'SECURE-FX_TRANSMISSION'

; 43-DEC-1996 17:34 FROM JONATHAN %E"BASSY To00 333 1 4757822 pg. 10

——-

w’{q \°

6

hidden political sgenda. Increased trade is a fast of lifs for any modern exmomy,
and there can be real advantages in co~operstion over aress such a3 mexrch,
promotion and marketing.

Many businesses here already cazy out extensive trade § . Republic and
with other countries in Europe. They know the vaive of a = relationship
with the Buropean Union, Narthemn irejund has benefitc . the Buropean
structral funds and the special peciage for pesce and reconctlistion. Burope is
amMMwaw&mhdnndlhmmumdmutoﬂnﬂm
market a key sttraction for potmtial inward investors.

John Msjor goes to today’s Europesn Council with his hands =hind his back
by his own perty. This is oo way to represent the United King best ntrresta.
A new Labour Government offers pouitive engagement h spe. The real
dividing line in Buropeen policy is success or failure. Too m the last fow
yeers we have been on the sids of fuilure,

Take BSB. Agriculture is crucial to the Northem [reland ecanomy and more than
half the beef produced here is exported. Todsy I visited a fanner nesr Portadown,
Like mary firmery in Northern [raland he has suffered badly because of the beaf
ban tthrough no fault of his own. Indeed some farmers have never hd a case of
BSE in their herds.

Of course the first consideration has to be public safety, and we have urged the
government to enmue that all necessary procedures are in pisce to:safpmad
bumen heaith QOnly when consumers bave confidenoe in our beef will the mariost
retarn to its usual level and within the UK that is begbating to happen.

We have made cloar ail siong that the beef ban shouid be lifted. The ressen it
hn’tbuhhpnm_meWdthom

The Prime Minister promi  after Florence that th ban would be lified by
November. It is now Decern ¢ and still no progrees b n mads.  The Prime
Minister will rxise the muatte  the Dublim Swmmit, [r n fior the decision J
{nplerreret the ssisctive sist] v agreed at Flarenoe w id get = Iifting of the |
ben oo cartified hards. Giver low inridencs of BIE | theam Ireland and the

excepdanal exttie databsss ready exists hero ( moen Northern
helapd loac  the rest of ban the rost of the
UK silowt T RS »sgresment {0

5ft te ban wa other perts
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ofmeUnMﬁndmhwmmw&ofhaﬁngthabmhﬁndinlhamw
medium term- And this tims the Prims Minister must come back with a firm
timetable for lifting the ban. Nommlmwﬂlbem

" ieht

Sidebysidewithourocmnﬁnmmwewmwmkwdspmandbmdm
democretic rights in Northern Ireland.

WewmmmthnthumovmbodicwhkhWinNm;emaW-_
mdyoumwmmofmguhm-donmt&ir,mmduambh

As part of our puoywm:ofpouﬁuu:eﬁummwmxmpum: ﬂthvm
Cmvmnmufmmmkimu{wﬁﬂ:wm.kdybm:dgpmm

Buropean Court in Strasbourg.
Wewininuodnnmmummmmpoﬁamwmbhmd
representative.

Andwewillm-cﬁmmmumicnmm

Peopie hweaﬁgtnimmch.butmuynbohlwampmdbﬂity t0 heed the
mofthnuuvhgin:bmum”nm

Peopie also have a right to attexd their chirch i paace.

mm&mﬁmﬂhhwlymunmwuhm-hmiﬁdw
opinian. mammmmmw:mmmmm ‘Thet is why
wmmhﬁuﬂdﬁup@d Hmwiﬂﬂtnwuuhbhlm-d
ummmwmnwmwofadhmmwmuwﬁ
that right last wonland.

Iam mdzmﬂhﬁuuabutwdiﬂmhitilmmd--mm
Mmﬂd&#yﬁtmmm in Nardham Ireland. But

xmomm;mepﬂum-smm-mmmw
&mmudmlwmudﬂWc&Iuﬁhpﬁd

-
- —————— O w o CEEED P S PYYY TR X T cow o0
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to get on with life

o 0 1 . w
IwmtmnfeelhgwwmabmkwNathmmmmmmemn
stay.

Everyons hss o responisibility to resolve this canflict.

I Ut give tiem op and
i ﬁ:ruw&&uﬂwbomethzbombandthem
;ﬁ::mup for good. 'rhnnwemmtanworkwgahBtomhpunm

Taaylmkncgud;emthspwple of Northem Ireiand. Awgyvu_nmmt
i ined champioa of 8
wxmll 5 .Mm:mwmmmwummhamﬁm—

1t will not be casy. mmmwmwuwmnmm Tewill
e ours, snd we will pursus it with all oar might-

Ends

TOTRL P.16
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