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Attached please find Vlhlte House statement on recess of Talks. 
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THE WRITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release 
March 5, 1997 

STATEMENT BY '!HE £'RESI!>ENT

RECESS OF BtLFAsT T�..LI<S

As the Belfasc talks on the future of Northern Ireland 
recess today for the B�itish and local el�ction campaigns, I want 
�o emphasize th� strong support of the United States for these 
historic negotiations. They offer �n unparalleled opportunity 
for the North�rn Ireland political parties and the British and 
Irish Govermnents to achieve a just and lasting settlement to the 
conflict that has haunted the people of Northern Ir�land for too
long. Violence can have no place in this democratic process. 
For the tal·ks to be inclusi.ve, as they are intended to be, the
IRA must declare and implem�nt an unequivocal cease-fire. 

Under the skilled chairmanship of Senator George Mitchell 
and his colleagues, the talks have made useful progress. When 
the talks reconvene in June, i.t ls i.!nportant that they move 
quickly ihto sub.st:ant:i.ve negotiations. l hope the participants 
will return. to Stormont on June 3 determined to work creativ-ely 
to ruake real progress. If they do, they will have my full 
support forth� negotiations and th�ir eventual outcome. 
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