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STATEMENT BY DR MO Mowram Hp, SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN
IRELAND

Speaking on arrival in Belfase today, Dr Mowlam said:
“T am delighteg by my appointment ag Northern Iraland Secretary.

"It is a great honour zng a great challenge.

difficyult 8ituaticng which you faca.

"Labour in Governmant wili be no different £rom Labour in
OPpPoBition, e took up DPrincipled and balancad positions then ang
we will Carry them through in Governmant. we will be active ip
Promoting the things we believe ipn, but we wiilj listen to the
views of the People of Northernp Ireland and their Political
leaders and aim for more openegg and accountabiljty.

"We took the bipartigan apProach in opposition because it wasg
Teeponsible ang it wae right, and we look forward to the same from
the Congervative oPPosition. I wigh 8ir Patrick well, and I, like
Rany people in Northerq Ireland, would like to acknowledge the
go%od work and comitment ha put into the job.

\ continued...2/

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/099/12




"The‘pepple of Mortbermn Irelard have the right to decide their owm
future aﬁd there «will be no change to Northeru Ireland’s statusg ae
a part of the Unitéd Kinggqm.wihhdut the clear and formal consgent
of a majority of tha people Qﬁo live here.

"Equally, we are detarmined that fyture arranmgemente for the
goverunment of Nortberm Ireland should attract the support of all
parts of the community.

"The regumption of tke multi-party talke at Castle Buildiags on 3
June is highly significant. Expectations may be low, but it is
only through political dialogue that we can reach a fair,
long-term political accommodation to bring lastiag political
stability to Northezn Ireland. Our goal ia a political settlement
which will have broad support oo both sides of the community and
the comsent of the people as in the Downing 8treet Declaration.

8o I approach the negotiations detaermined that they should achieve
their potential. Once the local govermment elections are cut of
the way, we will be looking to make early progress.

"We want Sian Pein to join those negotiations: the talks are open
to them. But if Sipn Fein want negotiations they lnow what must
ba done: if there is an umequivocal restoration of the IRA
ceagefire, demonstrated in words and deaeds, they could join the
process. No one c¢an combine taerrorism and demoeracy. If the IRA
campaign continuesa, we shall do all in our power to carry the
talks forward, and achieve a gettlemespt, without Sinn Fein.

"T will of course continue to work very closely with the Irishk
Government, both in discharging my responBibilities as Zecretary
of State and in the search for a lasting political accommodation
which addressses all the relevant relationships and is capable of
attracting the gupport of both Unionists and Nationalists.

| continued.. .3/

© NAI/TAOIS/2021 /099/12

@003



i 2 (LT e
IR R S

-~

- .

Sy

in their ¢ ‘ ot ;
: bOﬂtﬂQ&DUBﬁﬂQ?k.tO uphoid damocr
‘we B R T WOTKing with Elam po ‘ acy an§ the rule of law.
- ) maximige ¢ty
confidence of the community ag Se g € support andg
out their eagk.

Protecti S . -
£ 8t oo of iandividua) rights; ¢o reform peji e
2lity in e €ing and
trainig . bmplo?ment- We will pe mounting 3 mp oG
vt i L ol i LT Y e i
rCunitkigg,

"I am determined
t -
N A © WOrx with Othars to eage tangiong arising
€6. and to uphold the Tule of law. we i11 St
© W,

sensitivity. But
S eight of the marchi
1g seasan

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/099/12

@oo04



	2021_99_12
	Binder20.ocr.r
	TAOIS_2021_099_12_0019
	TAOIS_2021_099_12_0020
	TAOIS_2021_099_12_0021
	TAOIS_2021_099_12_0022


