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1. I have obtamed the fohéwing read-out on today's meeting berween British
Government officials ¢ad a Sinn Féin delegation from Peter Bell, who had been
briefed by Jonathan Sfebhens and Quentin Thomas.

2 The mecting, which taok place at Stormont Castle, lasted from t2 noon until 3 pm,
with a half-hour break{ for lunch.  Sinn Féin were represented by Martin
McGuinness, Geery Kiky, Caoimhin O Caolain and Siobhan O Haslon. The British
side consisted of Quesgtin Thomas, Jonathan Stephens and Chris McCabe.

e
The atmosphere was \.grly good and the British officials considered it tn have been a
productive meeting. ‘;Mile there was not much give-and-take across the table,
positive signals were r.i;aﬁvered ncvertheless by both sides and it was agreed that there
should be a further mfj'me next week.

l

Wi

4 Sinn Féin made a mox# formal opening presentation than the British side. They
emphasised their desis 10 do serious busineas and accepted that they shared the
responsibility for reso&&ng conflictin Ireland. They were determined to achieve
peace and wished to beuome involved in inclusive talks. Overall, the British side
found the presenmior(;ry positive.
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§. Thomas responded b):niaking clear that events on the ground would be of critical
importance in determiiing whether the dialogue now opened could continue. He

emphasised, however, the profound commitment of the new British Government to
brnging Sina Féin in .}!he process.

6. Discussion then tume“'i’o the four key issues for Sinn Féin.

As regards a m_mm the British side told Sinn Féin that the rew Giovernment
might be prepared to tﬁ: different line on the question of whether or not the
ceasefire was genuina its predecessor had done.  The Secretary of State would
make a political Judgehm of this matter in the light of all the circumstances. When
Martin McGuinness s '_ 3ht clarification, conarasting the envisaged “political
judgement” with the p . ious Governunent's pianned reliance on intelligence
assessments etc, Thomgd said that the latter would be taken into account but reiterated
that the new Govemmgfrit would form a political judgement “ia the round" based on

all the evidence availajle to it.

As regards mﬁamgﬁglumy_m Thomas asked whether Sinn Féin were
seeking a programme speclﬁc actions or mere verbal asswrances.  Sian Féin gave
a somewhat uncertain mpome which suggested to the British side they had not
thought through this 13@: fully. They highlighted the importance of action in
relation to prisoners but thade clear that they were not secking 3 general amnesty.
The British side &ew;h

Queen’s Speech.

gir attention 1o the confidence-building clements in the

On decommissioning, the British side lcft Sinn Féin in no doubt about the critical
importance of this xssua _1f the talks were to get anywhere, “thus nut would have to be
cracked” on the basis o! sutﬁctem consensus. Thomas made clear that the Mitchell
Report was the sacred l*m for the two Governments in this respect.  Asked about
Unionist intentions. he md that the British Government did not know how Trimble
would play his hand whn the talks resumed.  He emphasised, however, the
coopesation underway wih the Irish Govemment to find a solution to the preseat
impasse and the de ption of both Government to make progress into the three-
stranded negotiations a{ Y00n as posstble.

As regards a limc.—.fmmi’i‘homu asked Sinn Féin for confirmation that their main
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concern was to avoid 4 sifuation in which the talks became bogged down indefinitely.
McGuinness provided dﬁs confirmation. Thomas recalled that May 1998 fcatured
in the legislation as thes e&piry date for the Forum and that the Untonists had indicated
that they would not ne 'cmate without 2 Forum.  He hinted that May 1998 might be
seen as an indicative ulne-frame for completion of the negotiations and promised that
the British Governinentwould do all in its power to make progress within that period.
Even if it did not prc:::;possxble to make progress by next May, the British

4
Government would rer %n comumitted to th @ such. MJ(' )

il It was agreed that anot}ié meeting next week would be desirable, though no date or
venue were fixed. L

8. As regards publicity, it Plas agreed that neither side would issue a statemcent.
Doorstepped within theylast liour, the Secretary of State has said that she understood
the meeting to have bemg‘n useful one, that various important matters had been
explored and that there b#d been an agreement in principle to meet again.  We
understand that Sinn Fey/ Dbave also commented informally to the same effect, though
at greater length and wilty some polemical regret about the leagth of time it had taken

int in its dealings with British Governments.

Siun Féin to reach this K
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