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Tony Blaie ;
Prime Minister |
10 Downing Street 5
London

Many thanks for the Aide MTmm which we recelved very late on
June 1997. |

' McGuinn
tin Thomaes suggested i coves nots that Marun ! ;
g:? yout represantatives thp go through the Alde ‘Mta:bmmt:‘d cl
further polnts on either side. Stnn Fein agree wi Sl o
unfortunately the meeung hag been canaalisd follovwing the g by :
the two RUC officers on Monday. Can i say that  regret very mueh .h”mcud
men wese killed. Imdupmhﬂddndntowmmmwgmc .

| Eumes—" SS——

PR RO

1L,

- e®@ ®Bwe ¢ .o

i© NAI/TAOIS/2021/099/16



SECURE-FX TRANSA
L Bdw : EECDND SECRETARY > 6766;%8 iy

2806797 14.42

9P 0830

In the meantume, lct me eay that Sitn Fein comes very positively 10 _e Aide
Memoire. 1t U an advence on the positions adopted by the psevio-  British
government. [t is worth noting that vur efforts at this peint are to effce vely and
definitively remove the obsticles to » meaningful and inclusive ne, tistivns
proesss which were erectzd by that government.

Your goversuneat has lddtJ“Qd in a much more pasitive way t
involved. Absoluts clasity, a* I'm suze you will agree, is tequued.

issues the one of decomunissipning needs to be removed a3 an obitscie in the
negotiations. [ am told tha¢ you are engaged with the leish governmént in an
dl‘m:cdo this and I hape you will be succzsciul In your joint effarts.

be vasy helpful if I knaw Jn detall the substance Of the paper two
govertuneits are prepaning. Clarity on the paper, the ldependent Commission.
the dedicated sub-committee 1114 thelr respective turms of reference is al.

This single issue undermined the peace process and caused (ts collapse in

Februsry 1996. Sinee 10 June lest yeer the Unianists have uyped the
decommidsivaing issue to prevent any [azward movesant

Decommissioning is an tm isgue to be sddrensed as pertof a ns_
process. But it needs to be ed a3 an cdelacls 3o that it can no
employed to block the negotie now or in the fulure.

i #_?

I acknowledge similarly the bogdly posivve coounend on confidence
Progruss rcquires that such werds herald the implementation of relev
Martin McGuinness would havg zaised these (ssues in order to get subs
detail of what is owent by the broad commitawnt on these issuc &8
patagraphs 19 and 20 of the ¥ Document which was mli
than two years ogo. Masdn would have sequasted clarity on
governvten) intand (o respond (o the suggestons by the Intemadonal
acjon on prisaners, em legisiation, licensed weapons, plast
policng and social and issues.

We would also have sought Harity on the cquality agenda - ma”
requite no negotiations and: we would have suggested that che
govezament scek to build confidence {n the procs itself through meas
a8

1. FQuality of treatment fos Sian Fein and the Sinn Fein clectorate.

2. The need for ucgunt action on the lssue of prisanery and prison relate
(YmanawamddeMmMmmn! will rot .
now.) '

3. Gquality of Geatmment for the Irigh eulture 3nd dentity Inciuding
education through the mediyon of Irish.

4. British government handling of contentious marches.

nmuwtthoutpcejudmw\heimmm‘mawdm .
equality end justice issues in. the brosde progratune of change
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requited. AS our delegation sdid ot theic Jast meeting with yous repres
it wee uF intenfion 10 come b}ck with & view on all thess issues of equ
nopefully we will yet iind som way t0 do this.

Finelly £ note that a timetrams of May 98 hss been stated in yOu? :‘4:
This is a pesitive step but a0 endet or agenda has been pwvideoda:
you appreciate that onc will bd pecessaty. Masan MeGuinnsss v:‘d

fos tus e 1 would appreciate a copy of your propoard eslendar and 3

Thege 1o & commitment to gegulat reviews. Tius o good. Wha seview
mcch.n\'mn will be used? On What date in September will the negota- i of the
substantive Issues commence?, ;

The Aide Memoire states that "Ministerisl mw with Sinn Yein
possible. as well a3 bilateral ahxd other meetdngd {n the event of ant

ccasefire by the IRA. We ire mm‘ to ’tmm therefore, whe"
govemmcnt ministerd will meet with Sinn Fein?

Martin McGuinness would luyc asked when you will meat with me.
| .

When will the tnapmquumnmmsmmt

What is the calendar fos m'm‘v

In eondusian, [ hope thet Mﬁ atters can be deared up without delay.
1 look forwerd to hearing from you-
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