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1. The Minister for Foreign Affairs, who was accompanied by the Minister of State, met
the UUP at Castle Buildings yesterday afternoon.

2, 'l'he hour-long meeting took place in an wnusually friendly and relaxed auno here.
Tx gg"ﬂle UUP were wprebent:'@“ e gt %

' 1’3 ' Xing, David Brewster and SamHfoster

ﬁdﬂ&gn:d were also pres; ﬁ@ 5.

N

3. Trimble and Tavlor began by expressing deep concem at the weekend remarks by
Francie Molloy of Sinn Féin.  The Minister for Foreign Affairs said that lie was
equally a.laxmed,wlnﬂqz asked whether the various regorts of Republican dissent
were b%'ﬁp-'%eﬂigencc available to * to which the Minister
replied that & wifte not fully au fait with develo '

ém
4, Trimble. undmood that Toby Hamden of the Daily Telegraph had been taken to a
pub in South Armmagh by a colleagne, Fergus McAleer of the Irigsh News, who had
“sneaked in” Hamden to the back of a room in which Molloy was addressing local
Republicans. There was a fair chance that Molloy had not known of the presence of
the journalists, whose sﬁbsequent accouni of his remarks had been strikingly sirilar.

LI g noted Rpom i oup was to be formed ' *
tesignations. He underlined our igw that Adams and MoGuinness we

i wwebout the peace process m » ‘_a@ong hanl”.

R

{g} _ "

6. Trmble suggesied that the a:m of the separate group would be to capturc opinion
within the Republican movement. Bis understanding was that McKzvitt would not be
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joining the CAC. Kevin McXenna was 2 key pe=

bt R e g b with MoRens aud the

South A7 7 ¥ s “cKenna through Pat
1.8 body langnage last weelg
% ‘

Dccommisasioning

7 Trimble said that the Molloy remarks presented a problem in terms of the review
lenary.  The UUP could not ignors them and would have to do some

¥em (though they had not 11; T
evelopments at the liaison
* _ultaneously), the revi- wd be reached in a form:glgt‘{: :_ g
B . :!?tj,/thc disarmament track.  How COMIC UUP

indicate, in thesc circumstmees, that they had sufficient conﬁdenc° to continue with
the process?  They had the impression that the two Goveraments had been making
deliberate efforts to obstruct progress.

8. The Ministar intervened to deny this. Trimble said he was reflecting Ken Maginnis’
_toments “are bullshitting us™). _ ThesMinister said that any such. .
ctely unfounded, given the o ich the two Governments 4
last July to move matters forwuﬂﬁ On the question of Sinn
Féin’s Wﬁ Igegphasiscd the positive judgerentjighiad formed from his own
meetingé yyith Sinn Féin to date (and which weegthased on 32 years of political
experience). It was important to try to keep Sinn Féin inside the tent.  We must
seek a lasting solution in order to guarantee permanent peace.

9, Trimble contended that General de Chastelain’s proposed schemes had been ready on
1 November and that Ken Maginnis had been promised that the report would be
ﬁ i;arculaud to the parties by, gw _ BAIUP were not sure whe .
\.aused by the Irish or the Brmst
K §‘ ommg from anyone else.

’"ﬁ;&.i P
Gallagher mentioned that thf‘cnmplam from Sian Féin was that t"ne:'two Governments
had done nothing in the process but establish the Verification Commission.

Decommissioning was a highly sensitive issue with the capacity to hold up the entire
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process.

We would all dearly wish to see¢ it hap

AL

CONEIDENTIAL|

11, mg;n@&( #ttacddoined the meeting at this ggm%& the UUP prorosal of i

Oetober 1596 that the two Governments should® least lay the two parallel wacks by ¥
appointing 2 Chalrman-designate for the Commission who would be supported by
technical experts provided by the Goveruments.  This had been opposed by the
former Tdnaiste, who had emphasised that the legislation would be in place by the end
of the year. In the event, the legislation had taken a bit longer (though the Irish

Govemmcnt was “no gmlner’ *in thxs%m:pect than the British Gavemment)

omm1531on until 1 December, the parties would finally
F’ "’T‘nc UUP coudd not “leap Md" on f political track in these
Y hen would the secondary Togisltion be itroduced? e complatacd that the UUP
had had very little help from either Government or the SDLP in relation to
decommissioning.

12.  The Minister asked about Trimble's hint that the UUP might consider withdrawing
from the process followmg the review Plenary clanmng, at not enoygh was

t he would have said what

‘?en would be pressure on the L
track to %h up before the political track eou

13.  Trimble said that the purpose of the review procedure was to decide whether sufficient
confidence existed to enable the process to continve. His understanding was that an
affirmative decision would be needed to move matters onwards.  He did not see at
present a basis on which this could be dose. Bricks could not be made without straw

Minister of State emphaslsed this point.

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/099/25
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Talks issyes

15. =2ld that the “greatest pmcondmon; , opresented by Articles 2 a@ 3

B Noﬁ.&o:"'('anons coulpolmcal

agreemeg which left in abeyance the issue of te%onal claims. In relation to
changing Articles 2 and 3, he indicated that the language disclosed in the Sygday

Business Posf 1ast August would not be acceptable to Unionists.

16.  The Minigter of State made clear that the Irish Government could not become specific
-1 relation t6 the possible amendmenmf these Articles unless the, Umo 1stmbe,came
= acific in terms of agreeing 6 North/S( '

= e reiterated familianegtic
Aticles 2 and 3 during the l__ 2 talk:i Tbe Minjster and the Mm. “*' S*,.ﬂ*.g bald
that the Governmest had moved on since then and Trimble acknowledged this. He
pressed again, however, for specifics of what would be done, complaining that the
Govemment delegation in 1992 had withheld all information about its intentions and
had offered nothing of any value in this connection.

18. The M%mf various options were

=ion durmg these negoumo i ; NMhen a!};; r asked when -
this would hAfipeligthe Minister replied: “When we kliow what your position is on
N()ﬂh/so -.'i' L; 1?'_.‘\3" :I.-': nb He pomted om tha sy . 'nns W[th execunve ::r

pOWers, W dbe required if the nationalist coﬁumty as a whole was to supporta ©
future agxecment

19.  Trimble said that the SDLP had not mentioned the word “executive” at any stage
during their bilateral with the UUP earlier in the day. He suggested that they had
“learred” since the previous bilateral. (Taylor interjected to advise that exccutive

-awers should be “forgottW")ﬁj[nmb e said that Hume had:
oﬂh/South bedies with a vawiers analogy and that Wi
eemed to offer the prospect of a
e UUP had no intention of
e President of Ireland.

20.  Maginnis complained about people setting preconditions, to which the Jrish side
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Pointing a fing

amfleENTIAL

responded by recalling his own remarks about Arg
the dirSRaRBBEMinister, he emphasised (Ggeiion

a&.
UUP zepre ) that he was nota .
e FEEE
2. on megxfestf“%cles 2and3, Timble dfgese Bt the solution mihtbs oy

should not have a territotial specificity. MM suggested that it would be helpful
if this dimensior could be brought out more clearly within the body of the
Constitution (rather than simply in the preamble).

smdthat toborrowa hrase-from Reg Empey) the UUP needed toknow
L L N 1 7Y ity

. :
,J gspecxﬁm of what the Gommhmm mind in relation to Articles 2 amihvould be
o «ial in determining thxsy yer Téanaiste, he claimed, ! mmm
conquest They needed th gpw whu:h road the present Gov-

down.

23.  The Minister replied that the Governmeat had no interest in either conquest or threats.
Trmble responded that this wonld be clear when the UUP saw the Government’s
papers, to which the Minister of State replied by asking whether we could see the
UUP’s -:. D rsoug(orth/Soum institutions. S&%gﬁ on*to compare the recxprocal {

el 1

ewcre cxtromely difficalt %A g:, e

o

ot il : and 3 could not be sold to
sseposiacpthan on the basis of Nonh%ﬁm ‘with exccutive powers. ?1 | & . ]
24. Tgmble said that his party would be comfortable with 2 return to the “status quo ante”
Tepresented by the 1925 Tripartite Agreement and cornmended to our attention the
schedule to this agrecment.  The Minister of Stete suggested that we should all be
leoking forward, not backwards. In response to a point from Foster. she pointed out
that the Government, in sponsoring change to Articles 2 and 3, would be facmg the
e 2% difficulties of diminigh oD
i ¥ g 410 relation to Narth/South boiha, ?
%ﬁ =ik

} ) importance of seizing the o%hxmty previded by their pam::xpatlm{o achieve an
overall solution.  Trimblg said that, since the first rumblings after the Gweedore
meeting, he had anticipated that pressure would be applied to the UUP to be indulgent
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towards Sinn Féin. M 3 saw contmumg 8 c2 e ‘Armalte
5d that Umomsw could natiasur t:n?axgce the cxistence of illegal )g:ﬁ §
L o L

- “ster and Gallagher tade elear Irich Government wetein -

Dz\/w) Qs s (M
David Donoghue
18 November 1997
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