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SECURE-FX TRANSHMISSION
.- . DEPT. FOREIGN AFFAIRS. Fax:35314753224 9 Jan '98 17:31 P.02_

AN RUNAIOCHT ANGLA-EIREANNACH ANGLO-IRISH SECRETARIAT
BEAL FEIRSTE BELFAST

Secure Fax: 26SK

DATE: -.NO' OF PAGES (including this one): 3
TO: .

FROM: Pat Folan

SUBJECT: DrMaowlam’s meeting with prisoners at Maze

We requested from the British side and received attached copy of the document put to
Loyalist prisoners by Secretary of State at the Maze today.
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Fax:38314753224 ‘9 Jan '98  17:32  P.03

Thesc arc the points [ wanted to make to you which | have put in writing so there can
be 20 misundersianding. After our meeting [ will be giving copies of this note to the
press and others.

1. As Sccretary of State for Northern [reland, my duty is to act in the interests of
all the people living in Northern Ireland. That means, in the main, working to
establish peace and political stability and to maximise the social and economic
opportunities for 2]l the people of Northem Ircland.

2 Recent acts of sectarian violence have once agaia left the people of Northern
ireland very fearful for the future. We will continue to take whatever steps arc
necessary to combat the threat of terrorism wherever it comes from.

3. But the long term defeat of terrorism requires more than a commitment to
support the efforts of the security forces. It requires a proper political settlement that
is agreed between political representatives and widely supported on both sides of the
community.

4, Such a political settlement must address the issues and rejationships which are
of concern to both sides of the community. Unionists, for example, want to see
changes to the Irish Coostitution and a replacement for the Anglo-Irish Agreement.
Nationalists want a new relstionship between unionism and nationalism within the
island of Ireland and NorthvSouth arrangements which would help to accommodate
the Insh nationalist identity of the minority commmunity in Northeru Ireland.

5. The wlks process is designed to allow these and all other issues of concern to
any partcipanCeande discussed and resolved. It gives all sides an opportunity to
achicve the goals which are of great importance to them without abandoning the
values and peinciples they hold dear.

6. No participamt's fundamental interests are threatened. Any agresment must
have the support of partics representing majorities on both sides of the community.
Then any agreement will need to be endorsed by a majoriry of the people of Northen
Ireland in a referendum before the legislation necessary to implement it could be put
to Parliament

% Both the British and Irish Governments have said that consent will be a
guiding principle for them in the negotiations, and that therc is no predeterruined
outcome. The parues in the talks have declared their support for this. There is no
question of Northemn Ireland ceasing to be part of the United Kingdom without the
consent of a majarity of the people who live there.

8. Participation in the negotiations is of course opean to all those parties with an
electoral mandate which have demonstrated their commitment to exclusively
democraticmethods, Participation also requires toral and absolute commitment to the
Mitchell principles of demacracy and non-violence.
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10. WetaketheViewthnthetl.lksneedm became focused on what the broad

Parameters of amy agreement would be. Our efforts to get that agreed with the
. participants will be stepped up when the talks come back next week, and we want to
" se¢ cxly progress made.

11. Meanwhile, the Government is commited to building confidence throughout
the cammunity in Northern Ireland. It will govern with fairness, but not favours to
either side of the community,

12. " No doubt, the clearest boost 10 confidence will come through agreement in the
@alks process. But, on the way, other issues of confidence to both sides are being

i in two Sub Committees of the talks. We recognise that prisoner issues are
impormnt 10 parties on both sides, They too need 1o be Tesolved, alongside progress
on all the other issues, to the satisfaction of the participants in the process.

13. We have a responsibility to maintain community confidence in the chimina]
justice system and in the political process. We are prepated, in the Liaison Sub
Committee on confldence building measures, to discuss parties’ concems and to work

e

e did]

eacciul_and lasting nt-being agresd Bu me be clear, there will be no
siguificant changes to releass Arangementsin any other context or for prisoners
iated with a Panmilitary organisation actively engaged in terronst activity.,
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