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1. We have had access to fan internal British note on the Taoiseach’s phone conversation

A . . - _-_""--—.__
+ #n1ster.  The following are the main points of

interest.

[ 9]

The conversation is described as extwemely friendly and constructive. The
Taoiseach was “ag helpful and constructive as he could be” in current circumstances,
though he would need 10 be “pinned down to precise forms of words”.  In the latter
connection, the note indicates thar the Prime Minister was dissatisfied with various
formulations which had been put 1o him beforehand by British officials and,
accordingly, did not make proposals on language to the Taoiseach.

3. According to the note, the Prime Minister observed to the Taoiseach that both
Governments were in a tricky positicn at present in terms of getting the Uniongsts into
substantive talks. Matters had not been helped by media speculation and comment.
The Prime Minister said he had told Trimble that he would not ask the Taoiseach to
make any further moves unjess he was clear that these would be successfu] in terms of
keeping the UUP on board, He reaffitmed to the Taojseach his commitment to a)l-

L} party talks and his resistance to purel bilateral contacts. He also emphasised the
fragility of the Loyalist position, suggesting that it was not impossible that the
Loyalist ceasefire might break down if things did not go well, He also remarked on
the relatively high jeve] of public expectations abour the talks due to get underway on
I5 September and the corresponding risks attendant on fajfure.
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S On decommissioning, he hoped thet the Irish Govermment could use the words “actual
decommissioning™ in an appropriate context, €.g., that the Govemments would wish
10 see actual decornmissioning happen (even though this was not obligatory). This
would be of value not merely in providing Trimble with a fig-leaf but also in
neutralising claims that the British Government had already agreed that there would
be no decommissioning during the negotiations.
6. On the chairmanships, he said that Trimble was very keen for De Chastelain to chair

the Commission without relinquishing the chairmanship of Stand Two.  He asked
whether this posed an insuperable problem for the Taoiseach.

/' QL O/Z_‘ Ap ‘//
7 As regards the confidence-building measures flagged to him by Trimble last week, the

Prime Minister said that he hoped to be able to satisfy the UUP leader on most of
these while avoiding giving offence to the nationalists.

8. The Taoiseach, according to the note, agreed that all-party talks were much better than
the alternative (bilaterals and multilaterals). He was happy to look at a form of
words in relation to consent.  He was opposed to De Chastelain chairing Strand
Two &s well as the Commission and expressed a clear preference for Mitchell in
Strand Two. He understood from Washington that Trimble might be prepared to
accept Mitchel! in Strand Two - was this correct?

9. The Prime Minister replied that, as far as he was aware, this was not the case.
Trimble might, however, accept some form of rotating arrangement for Strand Two
which would lcave Mitchell as effectively the Chairman (if not in name). The UUP
.Jeader’s difficulty was not with Mitchell personally but with the position taken by his
party in the past (i.e., that De Chastelain should perforro both roles and that Mitchell
should not chair Strand Two).

The Taoiseach responded that Mitchell was the best man for the job, that De
Chastelain was not his intellectual match and that he could not suppert any position in
which Mitchell was excluded from Strand Two.

11.  The Prime Minister agread with the assessment of Mitchell but remarked on Trimble's
need for cover for his involvement in substantive talks. A joint chairmanship
arrangement of some kind might provide a way forward.  “We must remember that
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Trimble is being asked in effect to eat his words on decommissioning and cannot be

pushed too far”.

12, The Prime Minister repeated that he would only ask the Taoiseach to make these
moves {on consent, decommissioning and the chaimanships) if Trimble committed
himself to entering substantive all-party talks on this basis. He understood that the
Taoiseach could not live with a situation in which Trimble came back repeatedly with
fresh demands.  He could not be sure that Trimble would agree to a deal on this
basis but he would not ask the Taoiseach to contemplate the moves in question unless
suf:h agrecment was forthcoming, It was worth making the effort as, in the Prime
Mxmstc'r’s view, this could make the crucial difference between all-party talks and the

/ altetnative of bilaterals. All-party talks would be tremendously important in both
psychological and symboli¢ terms.

13.  The Taoiseach, the note continues, was willing 1o look at wording on consent and on

decommissioning and to go back to the SDLP and Sinn Féin on the latter, if

necessary. If an effective compromise could be found on the chairmanship of Strand

Two, he would be willing to look at that.

14.  The Taoiseach asked whether more could be done to address the problems of Loyalist
prisoners, which were causing him some concern.  The Prime Minister shared his
concern. He had already discussed the matter with the Secretary of State,  If

something could be done for the Loyalist prisoners, it would be done. The
Taoiseach promised Irish Government support for any action which might be taken.

15, The Taoiseach also said that the two Governments would need to consider what
should happen on 9 September and later if Trimble did not agree to move ahead into
substantive talks. We would need to look at the tachnicalities of how to find a way,
in these circumstances, to launch substantive talks involving the UUP.

16.  The Prime Minister agreed with this, noting that these were very difficult issues and

would require further reflection.
17. Asked by the Prime Minister when the Irish Government might respond on the three

points he had mentioned, the Taoiseach indicated that their respective offices would
be in contact casrly this week. He was ready to move fast.  He had no difficulty in
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referring to consent as the guiding principle (as this merely reflected language from
the Dublin Forum).  He would also look at what could be done on the two other
points. He wished to do everything possible to keep the UUP on board.

18. The Prime Minister observed that Trimble would need to be able to say that he had
extracted progress from both Governments.  The Taoiseach remarked that there was
an onus on Trimbie to be generous against the background of the exceptionally
peaceful August we had experienced. The Prime Minister agreed but referred to
Trimble’s intemal party problems.
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