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SECRETARY OF STATE’S PRBSS CONFERENCE AT CABTLE
BUILDINGE ON 20 FEBRUARY 1998

SECRETARY OF STATE Good aftermaocn., the two
Governments have now reached a
joint decision as you now know.
After the most careful
examircation cf all the material
available to us, we have been
obliged to conclude that the
representations under Rule 29
are upheld and that Sinn Pein
should not be allowaed to .
participate in the Talku. We
have just met Sinn Fein to
convey our decision personally
to them. It is being made
available te all other
participanta in the Talks and is
being publilhedf Great care has
been taken by the Governments in
arriving at their conclusions.
Against the background of the
three day nassion of the Talks
in Dublin Castle this week which
allowed all partias including
Sinn Fein, the opportunity %o
state their views in full. The
Government wishes to ensure that

the fullest possible

consideration was given to those
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viewg and to all the issues and
factors involved. There ig
little time left now, until May,
both Governmants are determined
to work with the paxties to
produce a settlement cver the
coming six weeks. We want as
many parties as possible,
including Sinn Pein to hava the
opportunity to contribute during
the critical pericd. Subject
crucially to events on the
ground and to convincing
demcnetration in word indeed
that 3 complete unqualified and
unequivocal IRA cease-fire is _
being fully and continuously
cbsexrved. It is the axpectation
of both Governments that Sinn
Fein will be abke to return €o
the Talks on the 9 March. We
will maintain contacts with Sinn
Pein in the meantime. In the
case of the UDP and now in the
case of Sinn Pein the
Governments have baen prepared
in the interests of iaclusively
and rapid preogress in the Talks
to envisage a retura O the
Talks at an early stage.
However, and I stress this

approach could cextainly not be
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maintained in the event of
further vialance by the
organisations linked to thesa
parties. The creditability of
the process could not withstand
such a further challenge. All
parties should have no doubt
about the two Governments
resolved in such circumstances.
In view of the nature of the
procedurea, under which the
Governments have made their
determination on tha case of -
Sinn Pein, the whole legal
aspect, that we do not propose
to comment further on the actual
detail of the outcome, but will

answer a couple of questions.

Yes, of course I. join with the
Seczetary of State for Northern
Izreland in that particular
statement that she has
menticned. I have been
stre@ésing for montha that this
ls a process which has to be
advance much more quickly, to be
in effect fast forwarded tha two
Governmants have now made it
Clear in paragraph 22 there,
strong determination to work

with the parties to produce a
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settlement in the coming 8ix
weeks. Thig is the big prize,
and we must all keep our ayes
firmly fixed on it. There is a
historic settlement in eight, if
we all show the commitmant, the
determination and the
£lexibility necessary. And I
want and I note that the
Secretary of State want the
settlement to be as fully
inclusive as pesaible. As the
Secretary of State has said in
her cpening Zcint statement, we
have heazrd that the evidance
over a very difficult three days
in Dublin Castle from Monday.
Tuesday to Wednesday at 4.00 pm,
since that time to a number of
hours ago we have been giving
very seriocus consideration to
tha views cf all the parties
ineluding Sinn Peiln during the
cuxrency of the three days, and
this as I say is our
determination. I think that ite
a fair and balanced dacision, as
I say we are on the verge of a
historic decision and@ we should
now look te the future. In that
regard, it docesn‘t give me or it
doesn’t give Mo Mowlam any

NA/Daorszp
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pleasure to ask one or any of
the parties to leave the Talks
for a shozt period of time.
Nevertheless, I would like again
to pay tribute to the leadership
of Sinn Fein in the Talks
procass. I think that they have
made a very valuable and
determined contribution to the
process icself and I look
forward aftexr the 9 March to
their return, as I look forward
to the return cf the UDP,
thankyou.

How’s time memaspured, Secretary._
of Stacte against a certain
alleged acts of surprises from
outside the time che parties are

put out for.... 2?22?2777

Well, let us be clear in the
context, the context is the
Mitchell Principlas, Mitchell
Principles have been
demonstrably dishonoured,
therefore Sinn Fein are no
longer entitled to take part in
thece Talks. We only, as David
has just said got six weeks to
get an accommodation and so the

UDP and Sinn Fein returning at
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an earlier gtage. It is in that
contaxt that we have looked at
the time limit. There was a
determinacion by all the parties
in the Talks to move forward but
wa cannot have the integrity of
the process violated, but let nme
stress again this apprecach could
certainly not be maintained in
the event of further vieolenca by
the organisations which are
linked to the parties in the
Talks. -

MEDIA Secretary of State, what do you
say to the Republican charge
1 against you that
???27???7indictment in the first
place that you were prosecution

unfalr do you think?

SBCRETARY OF STATE No, what I would say back, is
that we have walls of procedure
put in place. I got a full
briefing from the Chief
Constable, I accepted his word
but oot only that, then the
Prime Minister and I examined
the information, loocked at it,
questioned it, fully examined

and made an assesesment. Its in

that context that we took a pace
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to, aa the Alliance did to the
Talks process, procedure that’'s
bean followed three or four
times in the paet. I have then
sat, and you will give grave
notice that even though I had
that infozrmation. It is not
solaly on that, that I reachad
the decision. I reached it
jeintly with the Irish
Government and I reach it after
listening to Sinn Fein and teo
all the parties. We have not
taken lightly any of that
information, as David has said
we spent nearly two and a half_
days looking at it, discuasing,
debating, so it 1s a difficulty
in the Talks but it had worked
before, nobody gquesticned it
then and it is a political
process, its about confidence,
its about trust and that is part
of what’'s its beaen about.

Secretary of State, 1f I may
just add during the course of
the handing over of the
determinaticn. Mr Adam’s and
his colleagues asked for a
meeting with the Taoigeach and
with Mz Blair and I would like
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to say that I subsequently been
in touch with the Taoiseach who
has agreed to meet with them
ovar the next oumber of days. I
am certain that my <olleagque

Mo Mowlam will be in touch with
Mr Blair and he will give it his
decision in that ragard also.
Just to let you know that the
Toiseach as T say i= willing to
meet with Mx Adams.

What do you say to the critics
of the process now, Secretary of
State, who argued that the three
crucial days set aeide for
negotia:ions'were wasted in
Dublin.

is that events outside the

And that the lesson now

now and May 2???72?27%after

subsequent acts of violence?

The process has alvays had the
difficulty of being faced Ly
nany outsida the process, INLA,
the IRA, LVF who not only don‘t
support it but actively want to
deatroy it. There has been no
doubt about that. Waat we have
to de in terms of the Talks
process, that'’s why this
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decision was difficulr but
important, is to protect the
integrity of thac process. This
we have done, alongside that
wvhat we have to be very clear
about, is that we have s8ix weeks
and ve have to, toagether in the
Talks process show a
determination in a foecus which I
believe is thers by the leaders
of the parties round that table.
To in the naxt 9ix weeks get to
a position by 1 May so that we
can have the aceemmodation that
can be put to peopla in a
referendum north/south. That is
the only way to deal with the ;
outside forces.

MEDIA Secretary of State, UDP has been
eut of the Talks for twenty five
days already by my reckoning
after the UDA admitted to have
carried out killings. The IRA
hasn’t admitted to carrying out
any killings, Sinn Fein has
disbowled any links between it
and the IRA, yet Sinn Fein are
geing to be a2llowed back into
these Talks in seventeen days

time. Why the difference?

© NAI/JUS/2021/108/016
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Well, I have made it ¢leer that
I don’t beliave there isn’‘t a
link between Sinn Fein and tha
IRA, I have glways arquesd that
they have been initrisietbly
linked. And on the bagis on tha
information we had and do bear
in mind, that on the Market Hill
bomb which was disowned
previously. NoO disowning was
bad in this event. So I think
wve have a case that is
eubgtantiated. wWhat I said
earlier, its the generation to
both the UDP and in relatiocn to
Sinn fein that they have been _
doubted in the process alongside
the Mitchell Principles. But
what counts now is that
judgemenr that we’ve made is two
Governments who have listened to
the parties is that six weeks
left, the end game iz close.

And that is why we have reached
the decigions oa the timings
that wa have. But with the
footnote that we have to take
into account that any further
actions, the furthex violence by
the organisations linked to the
parties do not make it a
possibility.
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Just to add to what the
Secrecary of State has said, we
point out the determination that
the Talks should conelude within
3ix weeks and you say the end
And on those
circumgtancas I think it is

gagie is closa.

reagonable to acc=pt that we
should have all parties aboard
the Talks to that conclusieca.

Secretary of State, for scme
nationalists because the matter
is not whether give ????/ceage-
fire and whethar Sinn Fein
should be expelled, its the fact
that the two Governments in
light of tha Chief Censtable’s
couments last May did not take
any action months ago to indiet
loyalists, so can I ask you why
that didn‘t happen?

I think one has tc bear in mind,
that is as I have said there is
sufficient evidence to my view
and the Prime Minister‘s ia the
evidenca in that the Chief
Constable which I accept in good
faith has been given to us. And
I believe that esvidence to ba
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very strong. And cre has to
accept whatever, whether you
agree with my lnterpretation or
not, wa hava two dead bodies and
two grieving families, to deal
with. In terms of your
comparison batrween the two, whea
we have been presented with
information in the process of
one of the parties being lisked
to 277?727 that they ars linked
to, has been put befora us, we
have acted. We hava not had
that kind of information
pravicusly and vhen wa do we

have acted. ;

222272 all elements of 2?2?7277
John’'s widcw will say there is a
body, her dead husband, that
should have been sufficient for
you to act in those

circumstances?

SECRETARY OF STATE No the difficulty, and I don‘t
want to get into individual
cases, cos I don‘t think that‘s
helpful here. But let ma just
reassure you, and my heart goes
out to John ????? wife, but let
me say that where we have
evidence, we have acted. We

© NAI/JUS/2021/108/016
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have not taken this, I can
assure you that fairness and
equality if you ask acrosas the
parties. That has been our
bottom line. And that is how wae

will act.

MEDIA Pizrst question... Do you beligve
at thies moment in tima that the
IRA cease-fire {8 in tact?
Secondly......Did the Chiaf
Constable tell you in Rhis
asgessment that killings of any
nature were carried out, would
be direction or the instructions

otherwise of the leadership of _

SECRETARY OF STATE I am not answering, <¢os I have
and indictment up against me in
tha Dublin Court and I have a
casa of contempt of Court and a
2?22?7777 cage of three peaople
that have been charged in the

north. That toc me is a strong

enough reason. My concern in
admitting Sinn Pein to the Talks
in the baginning was the quality
of the IRA cease-fire. And the
confidence and tha quality of
that cease-fire, I beliave has

been seriously undermined by the

© NAI/JUS/2021/108/016
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two murders, I believe by the
IRA. The only pecpls who can
begin to restore that confidence
are Sian Fein and the IRA.

MEDIA Have you asked Che Chief
Constable for a report into the
killing of 2272777277

SECRETARY OF STATE Yes I have, T asked the minute I
was told as I usually am
informed when there has been a
killing and I have asked for
informatien in that. All I have
been told verbally and I dc not
have a written response yet, do
I? I haven't seen one, I have—
been very busy teday. I den’'t
have a written regponse, all I
do know is that .their judgement
is they don’t think. Thay think
it was more criminal than
sectarian, but that is not one
hundred percent, and that is all

I have been told, David.

© NAI/JUS/2021/108/016
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EERCRETARY OF STATE INTERVIEW WITE STEPHEN GRIMASON - 20
FEBRUARY 1596

Media Secretary of State, Sinn Fein are out of
these Talks for six days. There will be
those who will. say that’s not an awfuyl lot
given the fact that two pecple are dead.

Sofs Two people are dead and ona’e thoughts are
with their families inevitably. Sinn
Fein, in our view and tha view of the
Irish Government, demonstrably dishonoured
the Mitehell Principles. They have
therefora been excluded from the Talks.
The timescale we looked at for both tham
and the UDP in the context of the six
weeks we have left to find some
accommodaticn between tha parties. We .
want that procsese to ba as inclusive as '
possible so they have bean agked to leave
the process on the wishes of both
Governments and after listening to the _
parties. BUut we want to get an agreement
in gix wesks and that has been taken into
account in the decision that we have just
reached.

Madia In the terms of the UDP, there they were,
they were honest, the UFF admitted the
nmurders they were involved in and they
ware rejacted for four weeks. Here we now
have Sinn Fein saying the IRA have got
nothing to do with us and they only got
half that amount of time out.

Scfs I think its three weeks to Maxch 10 if my
sums are right

Media Two veeks of Talks

Sofs They have bheen thrown out threa weeks.

The UDP were out for four and as I have
just explained the criteria that we looked
at waa a balance batween the braaking of
the Mitchell Principles which thsy have
done and we want to bs clear that that has
to have an effect. and we have done that

NA/Domntep
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NA/Docxrytep
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but wa have to make a judgement against
the future of the Talks which the process
is cthere o take forward. That’s the
judgement we have made.

This expulsion is based on two murders,
What happens if any of the groups now,
thare i3 UDP and Sinn Fein or a group
connected to them is involved in a further
murder, have we had a final warnings to
parties, are they out for good next time?

We mads it clear in the press conference
this afternoon that any further acts of
vioclence by any of the groups that are
related to those represented in the Talks
will be the final time. They will then be
out for gocd.

You said that you felt the Conway murder :
in Luxgan was more criminal than

sactarian, does that msan you are now
aliminating the IRA from that particular
inveatigation? =

No, I wag asked a specific question about
what infermation I had, I was told as I
always am whan there has been & killing.

I then ask for further information. I
have received yet nothing 1n writing, but
I have been t2ld that initial
investigations suggest more criminal than
gectarian. That’s all I am able to say at
thig point.

8inn Fein say the determination that they
are out of the Talks is a disgrace because
its full of double atandards and they make
the point that by the Chief Constable’s
comnant about evary element of this CIMC,
when that axisted having reached a cease-
fire, and yet no one was axpelled at that
point. Is there not a suggestion of
double standards here?

No there’'s not, and we have been very
clear that we treat everybody fairly and
equally the same. Pravious killings that
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ve have suffered in the last monthk when
thay have been identified with a specific
group that ia represented in the Talks, we
have actad. That lnformation has not been
available, even despite the breakdown of
the CLMC connected to partizular murdezs.
When I have information, I act.

After the last week ©0f Talks in Dublin,
whaere there wera no Talka, it was a
process of expulsion for three days.
Feople are going to want to know just
whera 19 this process?

50fS I can understand the frustration that
people will feel. I have to gay many in
the Talks proceess, not only did we have
days lost to actual negotiations at
Lancester House in London, but Dublin,
three days gone at Dublin Castle. All I
can say to pecple is that we had to make a
judgement on the integrity of the process
and when pecple dishonour the Mitchell -
Principles. I think it is important that
we act. But what is also clsar atter
Dublin is a determination by the party
leaders to move it forward and by the both
Governmenta and a realisation that we now
have a window of opportunity to do that.
We have pix weeks and I can asaure psop.ie
listening that we are geing to do
averything within our power. As I am sure
those in the parties will, to make sure
that we continue to make progrese. And
let’s not forget, yes, we have had a
terrible weak but my goodness we made
progress before that and I believe we will
continue to do sc.

NA/Dooratep
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