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PRESS CONFERENCE WITH SINN FEIN - 20 FESEUARY 1958
DOD! MCGUINNESS

First Of all { would llke to thank you all for coming along here and | woula like to welcome
you. We have thg peopi@ cn the front row who were in at the meeting with the British and
irish Governments. Gerry 0'Hara who is chair of the 6 county *** peside him Gerry Kelly,
Martn McGulnness, Gerry Adams, myself Dodi McCulnness and Francie Molloy. And the other
people that we have with us are some of our elected representatives and we have just done
the meeting that we requested, the face to face meeting with the two Governments where
they have presentad us with their position. Gerry will respond to a prepared taxt that we
have and we will then take questions and answers. There are 8 {ot of You here so if we could
just work it through the chair and people Identifying themseives It wouid be the best way to
deal with this.

GERRY ADAMS

AS you probably know by now and [n fact some of you had it In your news broadcasts eariier
the British Government, the rish Government have expelled Sinn Fein from this taiks process.
| actually haven't been In touch with Mitchel McLaughlin who is our party Chair and he has
been representing us with other membaers of our Ieadership at the court case In Dublin. But!
do think that there is a point worth noting that before the High Court could come t0 {ts
decision that the Governments announced theirs. 1 have asked and | am seeking urgent
meetings with the Taoiseach Bertie Ahern and the British PrimeMinister Tony Blair to discuss
with them the crisis creased by today's decision. There is clearly a credibllity problem with
the taiks process. The exclusion of Sinn Feln on the word Of an RUC man underiines the
serious fiaws in the system which the two Governments set up. It is up to the Two
Governments to rectify this urgently. The decision to expel our party is a disgraceful
dedision. The process by which this decision was reached lacks any notion of natural justice or
faimess. At the stroke of a pen this decision attempts to slience and to disenfranchises the
175,000 peopie who vote for our party nationally. It makes all of those people 175,000 people
whose vota don‘t count it Is undemocratic and it Is an attack on the democratic rights of
everyone, not just the Sinn Feln voters who have worked for a democratic peace sattioment
The British Governmant indictment Is without any foundation whatsoever. Sinn Fein has no
cass to answer and during three days of intense discussions in Dublin the ritish Government
falled to produce any evidence whatsoever to support its indlietment. We have worked
tirelassly with others to build an effectve peace process. That wark has besen set to nought.
we have honoured absolutely every commitment we have made and today’s decision makes
no positive contribution whatogver to the effective search for peacg. It benefits only those
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who seek to prevent change and who have sought from the very beginning to subvert this
process and the hopes of a lasting peace secuement. it should be remembered that the
Indictment was INIt1ated by an gssessment from the RUC. It shouid be remembered that the
RUC, the securocrats within the RUC and with(n the wider system are still wedded to the old
agendas and the old mindsets. And it should be remembered that @ major infiuence (n the
determination handed out today was the threat from the UISter Unionist Party to withdraw
from talis if Sinn Feln was not excluded. The two Governments have once again bowed to
the threats of Davia Trimbla and to the wlll of the securocrats within Its own system. The
events of the recent days have highlighted the double standards involved. Physical
expediency rules. It ralses the entire question of who (s in charge, the securorats or the
Covernments, Sinn Fein leadership and party are absolutely detarmined to defend the
democratic rights of our electorate and the intagrity of the peace process. We remain tooally
wedded o our peace strategy and to the search for peace. TO those people who may feel
some sense of hope sIlpping away we can only say for our part that we will do everything
possible but that It is not our responsibllity alone to bulld a proper democratic psace
settiement. The anger at the Indictment against us Is paipable particularly in nationalist areas
throughout the north and it is evident throughout Ireland and | want to appeal to everyone
to everyone to stay calm, to channel their anger and their frustration if they wish to into
caim and disciplined protest. On my way here | saw a heavy presence of RUC at the Short
strang, the small Cathollc enclave. we have baen recelving raports over the last number of
days about build-ups In British troops and RUC presence in other nationalist areas. They
should be withdrawn. They are provocative, they are unnecassary, they are unwanted and
they are unnseded. Now is the tme in our view for everyone and | want to emphasise thls
point 'f thay wish to demonstrate to do $0 In a peaceful and cémocratic manner. it is our
democratic right to do this but it Is of the utmost importance that people remain caim in so
doing. Sinn Feln's peace strategy has always been about reselving conflict. Everyone has 3
responsibility to avert any further slide back into conflict and to ensure that the opportunity
for peace which has been undermined by today's declsion Is bullt upon and not wasted and
that remains Sinn Fein's commitment.

QUESTION
How are you going to puil along the republicans who fee| that Sinn Feln has béen wasting
thelr Ume (n the peace process. They are going to 586 that they are right it has all been a

wasts of time, You have just been ejected like UDP?

GERRY ADAMS
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well that [s our Job. That is our responsibility. But we can only use our influence when others
3ls0 accept that [t is our responsibility aiso that this cannot be brought back just so sinn Fein
that it has to incluge the Covernments and it has to include the editorial writars and IT has to
inciude tha church leaders, the trade un(on (eaders, It has to Include the leaders of all the
other political pardes. perhaps the direct answer to your question is that as well as calling for
an urgent meeting with Mr Biair and with Mr Ahern that | will also seek urgent meetings
between our party leadership and the leaderships of the other partes.

Any indlcation of when you will be readmitted Into the talks?
GERRY ADAMS

Are we giving any Indlcation?

QUESTION

were you given any Indication?

GERRY ADAMS

The indictment handed to us and | haven't studled it | think says we will be back on 9 March.
For us the fact that we have been expelied at all Is the key poirt. Our integrity, Is Involved
here, our commitment to and the efforts we have made to bulid a proper process Is on the
line here and wa will of course 9o off and study this determination but it Is an (ndictment
which should nat have been brought at all 3gainst our party.

QUESTION

You s3ld that you were *** prime Minister [s there any Indicatdon that you will be blocked
from those meetings during the neriod your party is expected to be out of the talks?

CERRY ADAMS
That is 3 matvar for the Governments to decide. We had a retatdvely short meeting with

them. They gave us the determination. | asked for a copy of the press statement because |
think that is whers the line would be and we read that and | then asked for 3 meeting with
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the Taolseach as a matter Of urgency and a meeting with the British Prime Minister ang we
didn't further efaborata on any of these points.

QUESTION

(undean

GERRY ADAMS

we will answer that queston after we have had those meetings and after we have some
sense that the two principles that Is the Taoiseach and the 8ritish Prima Minister are
prepared to rectify the situation which has been created by our expuision.

QUESTION

| think some people would feel that despite what you think Sinn Fein have got off lightly.....
GERRY ADAMS

who Dennis?

MEDIA

Lovalists 3

GERRY ADAMS

well say that Dennis.

MEDIA

OK Loyalists would say you have got off [ightly what do you say to them?

GERRY ADAMS

well first of all | myseif In many ways feel that the arithmetic by which those who have been
idiled Is measurad In terms of these days and it was put for me most eloquently when !

leamed that there is going to be effort to get us back for St Patrick’s Day so nothing eisa
maters except expediency. $6 | think that that is my first response to what you are s3ying,
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Secondly the unionist party has done nothing within this process to reach out, to (isten, to
talk and we don't care what they say becausa it Is only by all of us mesting in our own terms,
all of us SaVING What wa belleve in that we would get some sense of what 3ccommogdation is
possible so | would have o treat any remark from the unionist Party from those who have
marched up and down Garvaghy Road, from those who have prancsd In and out of
nationalist arags from those who have come in here flanked by the representatives of the
loyallst death squadas, from those who have gone in to talk to convictad killers and who won't
even talk to us. So i think all of that has to be judged in that context.

QUESTION
What do You think the consequences of ****
GERRY ABAMS

well | think It Is apparent you are the Journallst, any peace process needs equality, if IT (s tO.
succeed. You have bean here for a very long time. You know what It was like before 94, you
know how difficult It was, yod know how and | remember you Interviewing me ana me
telling you there would be peace, theres would be peace taks, there would be ... and quite
rightly You were sceptical about that and we worked, the men and women of this party hard
£0 bring about that situation. SO the consequences have to be weighed up (n that contaxt
because the one thing that has emerged You see very very clearly It takes all sides to make
peace. It takes all sides to make peace and until all sides decide to make peaca and some
people have not yet decided to make peace then the Covernments have 10 take risks, have
10 take reaf leadership roles. Have to be challenging the status quo and Mr Blair telis us and
tells the world the status quo has to change - well then that is the responsibliity for him to
bring about the necessary change.

QUESTION

Have you lost falth [n the peace process at the moment?
MARTIN MCGUINNESS

| would answer that this way. | think It Important that those people who were in Dublin with
us on Monday reflect that both Covernments were spinning to yourselves that sinn Fein
wouid be out of the talks and actuaily would return on 9 March. That is what the date was
that was running around Dublin on Monday and It was clear t0 us then at that stage that we
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were not going to get a falr hearing. That without a scrap of evidence being placed before
Us we were going to be put out of the talks. | sald  short ime after that that if the British
Covernment had thelr way we would be out. Weil we are ocut but we are not down. we are
absolutely committed to our quest for equality. for justice, for peace and for freedom and
there is still much work to be done. ! see all this as another chalienge, another cbstadle and
out of this has to come | think 3n effective peace process in which people recognise the need
for 3 real engagement on all sides. Let's not fool ourselves about what has been happening
within these talis for tha last 7-8 months. Of the major parties within the 3iks the Uister
Unionist party won't break breath to sinn Feln because they are not prepared to talk, why
are they not prepared to talk? Because they are not prepared for change. They don't want
to see fundamental political and constitutional chanae so their tactics Is effectively to
destroy from within the peace precass. They have combined forces even before we come
into the Qlls they combined forces on the decommissioning issue. They have comblned
forces yet again with the securocrats in the British Military establishment who basically are
unjonists and who are aiso totally opposed to this process. And their stratagy, the combined
strategy of unionism and the securorats was always going to be a real danger to this process.
Now wa have andured | think 3 very serious blow to our peace strategy we are not under any
lliuslons about that There can be no question about It. The question really is what do we do
aboutit. And If people think that we are golng to 9o away not In a milllon years. 3inn Fein is
a growing, vibrant, political party which is being supported every day by In¢creasing numbers
within our communities and on the Island of Ireland. 50 therefore If there is to be a peace
settiement we are key to that and we have responsibliities. We are acutely aware of our
responsibilities, we ara going to live up to our responsibllities, we are going to represent the
people who elect us. we are not going to allow them to be treated as second class citdzens
and we are going to continue the struggle for freedom, iustica and peace and for an
effective peace process. SO we are not going away and | think that the message coming out
of all of this Is that yes we have been put out of the talks but we see it as 3 challenge. Ana
the challenge not just for us but for everybody else |s how dC we gat peace in Ireland. we
can't get peace in (reland If we haven't got 3 meaningful peace process in which peopie are
prepared to negotate and enter into dlalogue with one another. We will continue to work
for that.

QUESTION
WIll you foresee parallel meetings with the parties outside Castie grounds?

GERRY ADAMS
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| will write to and armn now calling for meetings with those other parties. we are aspecially
looking for the meetings | have already requested with the British Prime Minister and with
the Taclseach.

QUESTION

ls that separataly or together?

GERRY ADAMS

| don't think we have any cholce In that Dannls.

QUESTION

What { wanted to put to vou is this. Has the now recent sltuation where is if nobody had gled
the whole propaganda way between the Governments and Sinn Fein is ** = that people have
dlea?

GERRY ADAMS

Let me say that | have constantly been mindful, constantly been mindful that this present
crisls started with the kliling of twe people In Beifast. Because of the recent bereavement
with my own family | am constantly mindful of the ongoing trauma which those families
must be facing. But the double standards which are Invoived Here are 50 Obvious now, are so
clear now and there must be no clouding, no cloeuding of the imperatdve which Is dialogue in
order toc bring about an end to Kkliling. when the Taloseach In Linster House says he has seen
no avidence against Sinn Fein and when the leadership of the Bridsh Government Is able to
say that It understands and recognises the courage of the Sinn Feln leadership of bringing
risks square that, square that if us being ejected from that process and work out how In any
way that can heip to bring an end to the Killings.

QUESTION

Do you feel In any sense that republican protection might be warkingto ***~ You as a
polidcal leader?

GERRY ADAMS
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There Is No republican ejected our party from these Glks.....
QUESTION

Republicans might have kliled, | am not casting aspiration but there Is a danger that
republicans have actually killed, now are those people the Klling people, are they
undermining your position given your commitment. [ feel 3 iot of people accepts your
commitment to the peace Process.

GERRY ADAMS

Frst of all the big word in all that you said Is a two fetter word 'if and there has been no
evidence presented to substantiate any charge that republicans have been involved In recent
killings. Let's bring this down to what | was saving to Dennis Murray earty on. A ot of you
peop!e are around a long time, around as long as any of us, was it better before 1994 or has It
been bettar since 1994 despite the fact that there have been set backs and have we plaved a
role against all the odds In making it batter at east to the point where it may have been
possible to bulld a proper equitable democratic peace ssttiement. That [s the question that
has to be asked. And the queswion aiso has ta be asked does our expuision from these talks
and the double standards and the filaws which have been highlightad as a result of that, does
that heip the quest for a lasting peace or does It hinder it.

QUESTION
Do you think any real work ¢can be done (nside ***
GCERRY ADAMS

That is a matter for the peaple who are in thera. ( want to repeat again and | was asked - |
just want to expiain this to you - the other day when we were coming out of Bublin Castie |
made an appeal for people, whatever the decision was going to be made to be caim. And
some of you then went on and said that this must be that Sinn Feln In some way has scme
hint of belleves Or s accepting what was going to be the outcome - It wasn't that at all. We
simply were faced with the largest media presence that we had and we wanted to get that
message out to as wide an auaience as possible. | just wanted o explaln that to you [n case
peopie, as | heard some of you understandably perhaps presentsd It In that way. we wlll only
get peace If there (s the basis and the procass and the structures which can allow that to
becoma organic ana aliow that to grow. we will only get peace when the Covernment's face
up to their responsibliities and especially the British Government faces up to it's current and
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historic responsidility and we will only get peace [f all political leaders accept the imperstive
of equality and of dlalogue and we wlii only get peace folks, because You live hera, when
peodie t3ke ownership of it That It shouldn‘t be left to the politicians, it shouldn’t be left to
the people who do the kiling, it shouldn't be left to a high wire act. And this decision today
clearty Is a huge setback to both the work that we have done, to the work that other peopie
have done. But It has to be overcome. And | want to repeat what Martn s3!d eariler. Sinn
Fein is out but Sinn Fein IS not down, And we want to ¢3il upon everyone else who wants to
see 3 lasting peace settiement in their own small way to peacefully demonstrats that desire,
because It needs an inclusive process based upon equality to bring that about.
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