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1. INTRODUCl'ION (FIRST MINISTER DF.SIGNA TE) 0 �_j 
�_g/ 1.1 Initial Presidiug Officer, the Deputy First Minister (Designate)_,,./'.

and I are ar,ttefbl far this oppommity to make a Statement to the
Assembly on a munber of m� namely: the North American
Investment RD&C1sbow; DeJ)artmentaI structures; the North-
Soudl Minlsteria1 council and the British 1rish Council; the
Civic Forum; and the forthcoming Brussels Con.fenmce for
Assembly members.

1.2 In the first part of the Statemmt I shall report on the North
American Investment Roadshow, Departmental Sttucturcs and
the Britis&.Irish Council. The Depuf¥ First� (Dcsisnate)
will then deal with the North-South M'mistcrial Council, the
Civic Forum and the Brussels Confenmce.

2. NORTH AMERICAN INVESTMENT ROADSROW

2.1 The Deputy First Ministe.r (Designate) and I fonnally launched
tho Nol"'lh Amsrican Investment Roadshow in New YOik �
7 October. The baton was subsequently taken \lJ> by

Mart Durkan and Jefltey Donalckon, and more recently by
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Danny Kennedy. end I want to thank each of them for the worlc 
they have plt into this impottant initiative. 

2.2 The Chancellor of the Exchequer anDounced this initiative in 
May of this year as part of his £3 lS million package of special 
assistance to Nottbrm Ireland. The express aim · of the 
Chan1:ellor's imtiative is to underpin the economic aspects of 
the Bc1fast Agrcemcrnt. 

2.3 The North American R.oadsho.- is the culmination of months of 
meticulom planning OJl the part of the Industrial Development 
Board and I acknowledge the penona1 involvanent of the 
Chancellor, the Secretary of State, Economy MiDista" Mr Adam 
Ingram MP, Dr Alan Gillespie, Cbainnan of the IDB IJld IDB 
Chief Executive, Mr Bruce Robinson and our programme also 
included our attendance at the launch of the Northern mland

Tallri.st Boan.rs Overse.s Market initiative in New Y ode on 
8 October also attmded by Mr Roy Bailie the Chainnan of the 

NITB. 

2.4 By the end of the Programme it is estimat-1 that 1,100 key / 
�-

decision-makm in Nolth America will have been directly 
briefed on the investmmt opportunity � by 
Northern Ireland. 
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2.5 Two major investmeam have already been secured during the 

Programme: 

.. Boston-based Segue have announced a world-wide

technical support centre in Belfast. creating 45 jobs over

me next 3 years. 

The major American insurance company AllsWe

Coiporation, whic:b has more than 20 million �men,

bas decided to establish a subsidiary in Northern Jre1aDd

which will create 250 nvw jobs. This will be 1be first off-

shore IT opera1ioa for the Alls1atc Group.

2.6 The IDB have also announced the opening of its fourth

representative ofliec in the USA in Bost.on.

·2.7 However the real success of programmes of this nature can only

be measured. over a period of years.

3. DEPAlffMENTAL STllUCTURIS

3.1 Turning to political developments. in our 14 Septembet Interim

Report to the Assembly we presented a summary of 1hc initial

views on Departmclltal stxuetmes apressed to us by the Parties

during the course of a series of meetin&S in early September- Jn

addition to comments made by Parties at the 14 Soptlllllbcc

l'NAI/T AOIS/2021/100/19 
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Ministerial posts is something on which it will be iropottant to 

have the views of the Parties. 

3.4 The Deputy First Minister and I have taken time to reflect on 
the views already expressed to us by the Parties in the cow-se of 
our earlier consultations with them and in the written 

submissiom which we have mbsequmtly received. In doing so, 
I thinlc it would be right t.o $I}' that we are co11Scious of the fact 
that there i1 still some di� to travel before a definitive set of 

/ proposals on Departmental structures and other issues can be 

arrived at. At the same time, we are both very conscious of the 
fact that we have been taskM by this Assembly to bring forward 
proposals on these and other matters. This is a iesponsibility in 
which we invest considerable significance . 

. ' ' 

3.5 I would like to take this opportunity to once again emphasise the 
commitment of the Deputy First Mimster (Designate) and I to 

// the implementation of the Belfast Agreement ill all its aspects. 

I( We are committed to moving forward as quiclcly as possible to

ensure that we � our responsibilities - not only to this 
Assembly but to the commllllity at )mgc m Northern heland. 

'.3.6JConsequeutly,, we have decided to initiat.e a further round of 
iQtcnsive co@Ultatisms with all of the Parties in this Assembly. 
Tho purpose of these conmltations will be to enable us to 
complete our worl<. on the pos!t,.., shape of a new Nortbcm 

IINAI/T AOIS/2021/100/19 
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activity which the Aan:cfflent requires to be put in pl.... It i• 
our intention to isme an invitation this c'VCDing to each of the 
Parties in the Assembly to participate in these consultations. 

4. BRITISB-IRISB COUNCIL

4.1 I would now like to say sometbing about the BritiJ&.Irish 
Council. 

4.2 Work is proceeding on this front also, and is the responsibility, 
because of the intcmatinnal nature of the subject matter. of the 

--- ' 

. 

Consti1ntion Unit of the Cabinet Office in Londoa. At present 2 
documents are in preparation. The first of these is a form.al 
Memonmdum of Understanding betweert the British and Irish 
Go,,eJ- which wilt be necessary under the Belfast 
Apeemmt to bring the Cmmcil into operation. The second
document is dntft Procedural Guidance dealing with the 
administrative ammgcm�ts for the Council. 

4.3 In additi� pieparatory_ medinp have been held with the 
Chmn�l Islands and the Isle of Man to explain the nature of the 
BIC. The Islands have indicated their willingnes9 to participate 
in the Council Since the m:w devolved administrations in 
Scotland and Wales will not come into existence until the 
summer of 1999, u a temporary m1angcmont the Sometmim of 
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S1ate for Scotland and Wales will rq>resent the Scottish and 
Welsh interest. 

4.4 We would welcome contributions Imm the Parties on how the 

worlc of this imponant new Council is to be taken fmward. Our 

current assumption is dud: the :fmt Jlleetm& of the. Council in 
shadow form will take pJace m London at approximately the 
same time a.s the first meeting of the North•South Ministerial 
Council. Again, these and other practical mattm can be 
discussed at tbe CODsDltadons which me to begin later this week. 

4.5 I would now invite the Deputy First Mini.- (Desipate) to 
address the A:wmbly. 

S. INTRODUCTION
(DEPUTY J'IRST MINISTER DESIGNATE)

,.1 May I begin by exp.raring my heartiest concratulations to 
David and to John Hume on their well deserved joint award of 
this year's Nobel P� Prize. This has brought great joy, pride 
and RD.ewed spirit to 1hose wmting for a new beginning in 

Narthem Ireland 

S.2 We mua now nw--opise the probability that despite our best 
; efforts tbe :3 l" October - next S&turday - will paiu without what 

should have happened by that date - the fonnation of the 

Executive, the illaUg1Jral muting, of the North-South 

1 
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Ministerial COU11Cil and of the British-Irish Council. This is theprice we are paying for the deadlock OJl Oecommusioning. It .isa very hip price. The Will of die people has been denied. Y ou2 the Iepresentatives of the people, have been denied your proper role and responsibility to form an 'Bxecutive and to scrutinise itswork. The date when th� macbJaciy of governmem comesunder the control of locally elected politicians remains uncertain. When I consider- the many serious problems facing Nmthezn Ireland • che crisis Jn Agriculrure, the uncenainty Ol'erour Mspital� the dedum in bmines., conftdcnce, I 1i,el a deep sense of frustration. We Qin hold debates and pass motions butif we are serious and want to be taken seriousJy then we mustface up to and resolve with U!Jsea..-y the nmncdiato i5sues blocking 1he way to� fannation of die £xecutive, not just Decomndssionlns but &greemg the structure, of government andthe areas for North-South implelllcn'lation and co--operation. The First Minister (.I)esignste) 1w already covered what needsto be done as regards structures. 

6. NORTH.SOO'IH MINisTERJAL COUNCIL

6.1 Let tne now outline what has been happening as regards North ..
n South quatlons and propost: a way fiJnvard. Following the
/ series ofbilaterals ;th � parties In� September-, we received a written submission from one party only: Sinn Fein..It is vital and uracnt that other pm:t:iQ now make their views

.NAI/T AOIS/2021/100/19 
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known to us. The SDLP and the t.nJP have established a. small 

worldng group. As member! will m:aJl we have aheady placed 

in the Library a swnmmy of the tt:clmical assessments, made by 

officials under the� of Mr Murphy MP, of the 12 areas 

for co-operation and implementation listed in the Agreement. 

We have subsequently requested copies of the detailed 

assessments tbmlselves together with ctetanec, as��.nts of 

11 funher areas.

6.2 We have art1Ql&ed today for copies of the completed iechnia,J 

assessments to be placed in the Libraty and shall arrange for the 

other assessments to be pla= in library as they become 

available. 

6.3 Officials have had a seria of meetings with Irish aovernmmrt

officials from the Departments of the Taoiseach and. of Foreign 

Affitirs. These have covc:red the preliminary steps to be taken in 

advance of the maugural meeting of 1he North-South Ministerial 

Council including a draft Memorandum ofUndmstanding 

setting out an agreed approach to the proceedings and operation 

of the Council and the possible vemie and outline qcnda for the 

inaugural meeting. 

6 .. 4 Meetings have also taken place between officials from 

Mlrtbem Ireland departments and hish departmental officials in 

order to <11arify i&,ucs arising from the t,edmi�al as.1Cssmcnts

t 
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undertaken refemd to above aod to allow the Irish Departm\fflts 
to present their view• on tecbnical matters associated with 
possible implemcldation boc1la-

6.5 Fiom the above it is clear that most of the necessaiy technical 

/ prcpatatorY work. is well advanced "What is now iequired is to

step up the momentum of inter-party discrmion on these matters 
and in particular die choice of arms for co-operation and 

(.. 
implementation.. This view is shared by both the Prime Minister

andtheTaoiseach. 

6.6 We are therefore propMm& as for Departmental Structures� a 
f.mtber' round of jnta,sive c:oumltatiom involving round table 

�� shall be issuing the appropriate invitations this 
evening to each of 1he Parties in the Assembly. This will allow 

I 

I 
us to speedily finalise the plOpOS81s which we shall put to the 
Assembly. The �e M'tnisterk the Tsoisearh and their officials 

stand reac1y to neJp us in um task. 

6_ 7 If we can get it right and find the best way to associate ourselves

n with the most successful economy in Europe - foteQISt to gp,w

� 
by over 10% this year - wewill have pe:,::bmed a real service to 
our people and to the mntnal benefit of both jurisdictions, 

10 
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.._; 7. CIVIC FORUM

7.1 Let me now deal with tbe work under way as regards the Civic

Forum. We are patefiu to a number of parties who have made 

written submissions on this matter, We have also received a 

wide range of submissions fiom orsanisations and .netwodcs. 

Some common themes emerging are� 

the Fomm should complement the wnr.k of the Assembly 

and should not lead itself to the perception that it is in 

competition it or u_piring to second chamber status 

.. it should have no legislative, executive or administrative

powers 

• it should have a close worlcing rdationship with Assembly

Committees in particular

.. its mrmbc:rsbip should achieve a broad socio-economic. 

geographic, comnmnlty and age spread and be gender 

balanced 

its core sbo1l1d be about � tneJllber,I

11 
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. ._) it should focus on • small number of key social, economic 

and cultural 1bona R1hct than scek to comment on all 

matters 

in addition to its tegu1ar nieetmgs it lbould also meet 

periodically in . venues throughout N()t1ben 

Ireland 

- it should. nceive fonna1 responses tiom Ministms to it.s

xecommendalioos.

Our officials are finatising a ••king document which take& 

ICCXJUDt of this illput and autlincs the steps to be taken to 

esllblish the Forum. 

7_2 We now see merit in inb.mifying OD dds basis our consultations 

with the Parties in advancing the establishment of tbe Civic 

Forum. ID particular, adricc is needed on 

• 

Selection of members 

Draft CODltimtion and • Ordcn 

Possible wolk prognm11ne 

Administrative iames such u venue. sccrelariat I 

I 

� l 

12 
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8. BRUSSELS CONRRENa

8.1 The last Point in my statement concems the BnmeJs Conference 
on European Aftairs.. Nat week the buDc of Assembly 
&embers will travel toBmuels as part of the Tzansitional 
Programme and as PACtJ of the .European Commission. This is 
yet another example of the aiomwus goodwill and interest in 
the new politics in Northem Ireland Arid is continued evidtmc:e 
of the commitment of the FAiropean lmtitutioas to Mlping to 
resolve our problems. 

8.2 During the visit we shall be tneetin.g the President of the
European Commission Jacques Santer together with the
Scaetaiy Oenaal Carlo Trojan both otwhom have done so
much for us in recent years. We shall also be meeting with
<'4>mmiuioner WuJf.Mathies who has played a crucial role as
regards Regional support 8lld the Special Peace and
Reconciliation Pacbge_ Other key meetings will involve
Agriculture Commissiona Franz YJSChler, Social Atfaiz3
Commissioner Padraig Flynn and Transport
Commilsioner Neil Kinnock. Jn these m.Mtmgs we n:wst
convey, as David and I have .sought to do in the United States,
that we are serious about building a new COtnpetitivc, innovativ� vibrant reipon hem ill No.dheni I.reland, that we are
puttiQa 1be •-.nation and d.ivisioa of the past behind us and that
we will be worthy Partllem in the caostruction of Europe. We

13 
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