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Subj: Chief Constable’s comments on UFF involvement in.recent killings

€ We have already sent down our transcript of the Chief Constable’s remarks on the
above on BBC Radio Ulster this lunch-time.

e [ attach now in addition copy of a transcript of an carlier interview with the Chief
Constable carried on UTV at 12.20.

As will be seen, he said he was in no doubt that *“some of the recent murders have
been carried out by the UFF”. He had arrived at that judgment “on the basis of
intelligence which [ have to hand. And on the basis of strands of our investigation,
including the analysis of a forensic nature in relation to certain of these incidents.”

Sk As he did in the BBC interview, he pointed to the fact that he has “set up a team to
overview all of the activities of Joyalist paramilitary organisations; particularly to look
at the LVF and draw together the strands of investigation in relation to the various
incidents in which they have been involved in; and to look at their connections also
with other paramilitary terrorist groupings”.
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CHIEF CONETANLE, MR RORNIE FLANAGAN, SPEARING TO PRESS
AT RUC HEADQUARTERS, THURSDAY, 232 JANUARY 1998
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UTV 1230 HRS - IVAN LYITLE

Ronnie Flanagan, these are dark and frightsning
timsas, what 1s your current assessment of the
eituaction?

These are darngerous times and the murders we have

eeen crecently are dzeadful. and I wunderstand

pecple’'s concern and people’'s fear. Sadly we've
been through this esort of situatien in Nerthern
Ireland before and it's time now to draw an end to
thiv phase and make sure that thesa are situations
we don't face again in the future.

But what about cackling the loyalist killer gangs
vho do seem to be moset act.ve?

That'e® whac we're doing very rigorously; we've
made @ number of arrests after last night and you
will appreciate that I cannot comment in details
upcn those; we've made arrests in relation to
earlier loyalist atrocities. We're dstermingd to
bring o justice all these eongaged in violence
from whataver they emanate.

I understand you have actually get up a naw aquad?

That'e right, we've set up a team to coverview all
@f <the activities of loyalist paramilitazy
organisations; particularly te look at the LVP and
drav togscher the strands of investigation in
relation to the various inecidents in which they
have been involved in; to 1loek at their
eoanactions aleo with other leyalist
paramilicary tsrrorist groupings.
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Thezre has been speculation that ccme of the rscent
muzders have been the work of the UFF, what would
you say to thar?

I have 1o doubt that gsome of the recent muzders
have bheen carried out by the UFF; I believe that
on the basis of intelligence which I have c¢o hand.
And on the baeis of strands of our investigaticm.
including ths analyesis of a forensic nmature in
relation to cartain of these incidenta. I have no
doubt that the UFP have beem involved in a number
of thase murders.

Can you say which?

I believe that they were respounsible for thke
nurder of Mr Trainor, I Dbelieve they were
responeible for the wurder of Mr Brennan and I
beliave they were respoosible for the murder of
M Hughes.

What does that say for the loyalist ceasefire and
the psace process? '

I'm coanvinced the UFF weZe involved in thase
muzders. 50 far as ceasefires are concszned and
definitions of such, that is not my concern; I'm
interested in protecting people against this sore
of activity and bringing to justice those engaged
in that gozt of activity.

Tha IRA has last night rejected the most recent
Anglo-Irish proposals for tha way forward. Do you
share the f¢azs of soma commencators that they arye
about to end their ceasefire®?
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I'm net intereated in cthe politice of the
eituation, I'm intergeted in Cerrorism., in
violence, in crime and the potential for such; now
I'm interested in doing all that I can to prevent
the potential for greater tgrrorism and violence.

What do your intelligence reports tell you about
the IRA-thinking at thes moment?

I think at the moment they pose a threat, they
continue to pose a threat, and we will bae working
tco do all in our power to make sure that thst
threat is not realised.

Do you fear the IRA =3re about to end their
ceagefirev

I think so far as the terms of their ceesation of
violence i8 concerned, I don't believe there's an
imminent risk ©f that coming toc an end. These are
dangerou8 times and the murders we've seen
recently are dreadful events. And I understand
pecple's concernm and peopie's fear. Sadly we'vs
bPeen through this sort of situation in Nox¥hern
Ireland before and it's time now to draw amn end to
chis phase and make sure that these ars situations
we don’'t face again L{n the futura.

L9 the situation sliding out of your comtrol?

Absolutely not. absolutely noct. Now that is ne -
consclation vhatever to che victims of recent
violence or to® the familigs of those victims, but
it's certainly rot out of control. We‘'rs there in
numbers in areas wmost affected; but we naed
the public's assistance and I appeal for a total
public co-operatien.
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People will wonder are your officers doing emough
to tackle the problem.

Absolutely. We're there in great strength and
ve're gupportsd, vwhere appropriate, by our
military colleaguus. Row teday ! have beez in
touch with the GOC and have been reviewing troop
levels; we dom‘t ineend to bring in additional
rescurces but we aze Ccertainly moving our
reecurces about, and we have drafted im extra
regsourcas to Belfast. And we’'ll be ¢thers paying
particular attention to the incerfaces. But we
need public assistance; we need early notification
of any suspicicus activity. end I appeal to the
public %o givs us that early nocification.
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