MCIRA HOTEL, DUBLIN 30th Cctober , 1971.

PRESS COMNFEREMCE BY MISS MARIA McGUIKE

Because of harcssment of Britich newspacers since my return , | have decided
to give this shert confcrence.

I wish to exnose o the eyes of the irish pecple the role cf the British press
who acting in the true Philky tradition attempted to prevent aid coming

to our people in N -thern Irelond.» exposing pecple on the continent trying
to get assistance for the Neorih. | wizh clso fo point out the unholy

® .0

ligison beiwacn the Brit'’s Sceret Service oad ihe Bittish Press

My visit to the ccnilnent was undertaken to assist in negotiations for militery

aid for the defence of the peoplz in the Neovth, . i weas intended to purchase

equipment and imreort it into the Six Courthm Ney coniribution consisted

of linguistic assistancs in fraveliing , business ap p'\‘n’frrﬁni's cnd all necessary
rrangements inszpcrabie from doing bLsmcss in scmi= clandestine circumstances ;

as was evident from the Intervention of lnzpecter Winslow of Seotland Yard.

In particular, T wish to refuie a number of v:iled and someiimes not too oblique
suggestions in some'secticiis of the English press a3 to the nature of iy association
with Mr, O'Coninell while cbroad .  Bo*n Mr. CiConnell and 1 fully aporeciated
that we were putting curszlves in a compr omising position in the eyes s of the
British press {who cre such staunch uphoiders of mora! valre) and having generaliy
to accept tho rein of ¢ remantic couple fo protect our cover and mission.

I wish to put it categoricaily on record ihat there was nothing improper in

my asscciction with Mr. CF Cennell and | wich to cay tribuie to him as a man

of integrity and courcgz. I wouid liks to warn the British press that they have
no licerice to indulge in character c:?ﬁ.aﬁaﬂcr\, of this sort and if they persist in it
they will have to be vrepcied to answer for it in o court of law.

| wish to announce ihat a pubiic mzeling wil! be heid in the Mansien Houze

at 8 p.m. en Meadey , November Tst at which e speakers will include :
David O Connell, Joe Cahill and myseif.
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