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Forthern Ivelnnd Civil Dichis Assccintion Parnda ond lMeotings in
Zendonderyy on Uathriny, ot Uctobew, 1003

I wos on duty in Derry Citry on Saturday, the 5th Cotober and Had charge
of the police there during = proceesion ond meoting held by the lorthera
Ireland Civil Rights Assccistion.

Tho minimum number of police was detniled for duty in the cirelo and
& force wns held in reserve gb Vicloria and valterside Folice Stations.

From half-past two anproximatloly people congregated in the forecsurt
to Taterside L.i.0e Otations A number of people, cumprising woawmmn and
children wore on tho footpaths and some aat on a wall converdent to the
railway statione As tine progrvcced groups of males of varying age groups
congrogated in the forecourt aud it wags obvious that thoy were to participate
in the proposzed processione A nunber carricd banvers and placardse  aboud
3.15 peme I announced over the loud hailer the torsa of the Hinlsterts Oxdex
prohibitlng parades and meetings in the areas specified, ahich arcos I cule
linede I alvo made it cloar in tho amnouncenent that cutside of the
prohiibited areas persine cculd parade and hold their moeting, but that they
would not be allowed to parade or hold s eeeting in contravention of the
Minister's Owdexr and that the police would oo that the Oxder was enforceds
I warnad those who were not conrcscied with the proposed parade and mocting =
ard eapeclally women and children - $0 laave the arca and ¢0 go honge I
repeatod this asnncuncement about 7 or 8 minutes later.s At this timo grougs
of men who arrived earlier had bYeon garshalled into a form of processions
In front wes a Lanner with the caption - "CIVIL RISHTS MNADCH.

Shortly after half past three the procession moved offy but was halled,
before they trivelled very far, Ly come ¢f the orxzanisern, to avait the
arrival of a buas load of persons {rom Delfiste Ooze minutea later the parade
moved off araine They procesced by woy of Luke Otreat towarda Creigaven
Eridge - this was azainst the one-way trxaffle systca and contraxy to the
propoued route notified to the police, This unnotified charnge of route is
not howover material in that all parales within the areas specified in the
Mintster's Order wore banncd. 2

I arranged for partiea of police to be called from Victoria Folice Ttation
and a party already detailed for ancther point to be amoved forthwith to Puk
Gtraot al tho Cralpavon Bridge end to step the marcherse I moved fron oy
position at the top of Iistillexy Drae on oot via Spencer Road $o Iuke Ttreet.
I arrived thexc about 4 p.me At that {time police vehicles had boen pleoced
across ITuke Street, somo 50 yards Lfrom the comer of Upencer Hoade A Coxdon
of police was lined up between the police wehicles and the marchers, Thore
wag 2o eign of any commotiony the parads had been halted and tho purdicipsnis
had gathored round some mekoshiflt platforme Kias Petty Sinclair was speaking
at the timee I canmot give &yydetails of hor spocch but o report regarding
thin aspect will be furniched later. Miss Sinclalir was followed by other
speakers nuely (names may not be given in orxdor) Eamonn X¥cCann, Ivan Cooper,
Paul Crsce, Eamonn Mealough and Xr. B, HeAtcor, NP

Although this procession moved glong Zuke Street for some I yards and
tho meeting, albeit an iopromptu one (it was initially the intenticn of the
orcanisers to hold their meeting at the Lismond), no sction was taken by the
police to digperse the demonatratorss Tezhaps one should add ab this juncture
that Xre Fitt, M.P., who was amongst those hending the precezsion, was injured
when the procession was stopred by tlo polices A fuller ropord roo arding tie
incldent involving Mr. Fitt will be furniszhed. Shile he clainms that bo wae
atruck on the head by a police baton, there is the possibility that he was kit
on tho head not by the police tut by a bamner pole held by one of the
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demonatratoras and swung townxds the police. fuflice to say at this otoge
that Nive Fitt sustaiooed e superficial lacersiion obout & inch long oa the
top of the head and vauld of the stull. Two atitches were inserteds In
hio attompt to get thrvugh the polico condon, and althouzh informed by &
gerseant "Iorrys you are not going through, Ure Fitt azupliod »I an going
throush", he made s dive at tho sergoant with his hoad down and butted the
serpesnt with his hoade The sorpeant caught hin around the shoullsry,
while the sergeant was holding him by the choulders o pole, believed to be
o banner pole, skimmed the cerjeant's hozd, The sexgeant Gaw blood coniag
from k. Fitst's head., The scrgeant gave hin a clean Rafidkerchief and L%
¥itt caid "I an Cerry Fitt, it is not your fault - you had a job $o do"e

The sergeant arrcsted him for disorderly behaviour and obstructing the
police in tho excoution of their duty and convoyed him to Victoria Felice
Station, arziving thero st 3e3H peime  Frum thore ke wos taken {0 hoapllal -
he arrived at agproximately 4.20 p.ota and was discharged belwoon 4:50 and 5 peSe

I was present in Duke Strcet from shortly after 4 pems  Fzom thon and
until tho meeting conclucded ab about 4440 peme I did not see any policcman
with & drasn baton. Apart from hal$ing the procession in Duke Ctract,
no action was taken by the police to Lreak up the nmeeting o to digporse
those in attondance., I was very ccnsclous of the fact that awy intervention
by the police to disperse the demonstralors would have ereated {roubles A%
the conclusion of the meoting tho chief marnhall addryssed the crond (using
a police loud hailer) by telling they that the mealing hnd terminated and
asking thez to go homo and not to resort o viclenca, This advice wao also
given by Kiss Sinclaire The advice was mel by a =mizture of cheerins and
jeorings Shortly after this the placard poled, soma of thea purpovely broken,
wore hurled at the polico and a fucillade of stones. I instrucled the police
30 tako no action beyond holding arms. The police were subject to a fusilleade
of missiles for stout two mimutes bolore batons wors drasn and the pellce moved
in to disperse the demonstrators, who had rozorisd to this fora of attccxz on
the police without provecation. The water wagons were 2lss callied into uce
to clear the axca and to resiore OrUeX.

Perhapa at this Juncture ons should refer to the adverse criticisnm in tha
press, radlo and television xogarling polico brutality. o whore hes it been
pade clear that the police only took action o disperse the unlawlul ascembl

(apart from stopping the desvnstrators who had processed for 300 yerds and

had hold their mooting) when thay were subjeoted o attack by the denonstiuiors.
In my view the police showed considersble patience and restreints One may
poso the questions = Why thon should thelir tolerance have suddenly exuptad?
¥hat gave rize to their uze of force to 4isperse the demonsiraters?  aller

all the demonstrators had processed, had held thelr meeting and were told fo
disperse. o ono more than the police would have been haprier to accept

this position. Unfortunstely, howover, the advico given by Hisa Sinclair ard
the chief marshall was unbesded and the demonstrators, not the police, were

the firet to resoxt to viclenco. '

On the quostion as to the undue, or uanecessary, amcuat of force uzed
by the police, I comaider this an unjustifiable criticlom. From dotails
passed to mo by the police at lenionderry reganding injuries suafained by
civilians, I an told that those who attonied hospital wers treated for
superficinl injurdies. Of the thuce civilians who were detained in hoaplial,
two eaid they had fallen off a wall and the third said ho had boen tranzpled
upon by the crowd. In referring to injuries sustained by civiliane I an
not accepting that all of thoso sno were troated at the hogpital xucolved
their injuries at the hands of the policse Many of them said that thoy hal
beon stxuck by stores and flying slass.

Pourteon police were injured - two are detained in hospital, Conmstable
Breen, Aughnacloy, susteined an injury to his xizhi knee and had to be
detained for hospital treatmonts On Sunday, 6th Oclober, Constable Helully
was hit on the knoe by a stone and sustainod a broken knsucaps
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Refersnce is mada in to-day's "IRINH KEGS™ that policw culrageously
attacked the vital parts of the nmale anatosys that men were siruck on ¢he
tosticles with the baton. Inguiries at hospital indicate thal no pexsons
attonding there for treatment made any coumplalnt of receiving an injury to
such a port and mo porson was treated for such en injumy. . A guantity of
the misoiles hurled at the police hos beon retained. Some of these consist
of lonz pieces of wood with nails protrudinge A fuller yepord will be
furnished when all particulers regerding Saturday's episode have teen
collated.
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