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Notes on telephone conversBt .lons with tile Home 
Secretary on Wednesday, August 6th. 

1. The flome Secretory stated thnt H .~3 .n. had no intention 

or desire whatsoever to aSlume responsibility for Northern 

Ireland affairs. The two situations in which this might arise 

were (8) in the event that progress on the reforms discussed 

at previous OCMning Street meetings wos not satisfact.ory. He 

added, however, that the Government of Northern Ireland were to 

be congratulated on their progress in this regard and that he 

felt thts s1tuation was entirely satis factory. (b) The 

continuing use ot troops to control riot situations. 

2. On the question of the use of troops. t.he Home secretary 

said that he envi.aged two alternative situations which might 

arise. 

(a) fl solitary occasion when troops would be used once to 

<tuell ho011g.on8 of any faction. Provided that this 

wos only an isolated incident involving the use of 

troops he felt t hat. nothing m\lch would be called in 

question. 

(b) In the case of S,.o,nt.tny1nILYJ!e ,of trooRs H. ~~ . O . would 

undoubtedly feel that they would have to control the 

circumstonces of their use. He felt t hat lt would be 

difficult to separate the function of low nnd order, 

Which 1I. ~ I .G. might wiBh to cont.rol, from other functions 

of the Northern Ire.lnnd novernment ond, t llcrefore, his 

I ersooal view wns t hat it wos a case of taldng over 

all Northern Irela.nd's affoJ.re or none. He would, 

however, instruct his off1cinls to examinE' t he 

poss!lJiU ty of taking over the l ow IlHd orde r f unction 

only. 

/Thr. nome 
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,;, The Home Secretory then went on to say t.hat he would 

5. 

consult the Northern) reland Government before any drastic 

flct10n Of this kind was taken and that t his would be done before 

he 'Went to Parliament for legislation. Ife tIlede C'!oNl1deroble potnt 

thet there would be ~1at1n1te conllultetlone bet.ween himself and 

t Il. Northem ireland Government before action was takerh 

The nome Secret.nr,Y will look at their proposals 

for the modification of the conditions loid down for its use. 

He ha.d 80me s ympathy wUh our profJo8als and not.ed that we needed 

on answer before the 12th August. ' Ie would t however, hove to 

eonallit the ~ecrt".tnry for Defence nod the Prime ~ tln19ter. 

He voluntct?red the lnfol'rootlon thnt 

he felt more publicity should be g.lven to the r<. ~ l . C . recruiting 

drive nnd thnt. this would do a good deel of good 1n Eogla.nd were 

it known that effort. were being I1lade 1n th1a d1reetion. He 

particularly emphoetsed the need to recruit r~ OOIDn Catholic 

pOUce. 

!Ie saw many difficulties 1n the 

way of bot'rowing nrltls.h poUce. but he would look nt our 

proposals synljJ6thetieally. In the me8nUm~ he was awatting our 

replies on 8 number of pOinte reteed by Home PfUee officials. 

6. He then d.1scusaed t.he 12th August in Derry and inquired 

our thought, ae to banning. and .eemed to be tn a r,reement that 

bans 1n ceneral were not des.! rable. After n number of 

generaH IJ.Uons he concluded the convereotion by saying once 

again that the continu!na Ulle of 1~ rlt18h troop. would almost 

certainly mean that the Westrnth8ter r' arliuttlcnt would have to 

assert ita authority. 
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