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CONCLUSIONS OF .A. MERTTNG- OF TI-ill CABINET HELD AT ;3TOBMONT CASTLE 
ON iTilDNBSD_W, 20'l'Ii AUGUS'r, 1969, AT 2.30 P.H. 

PRESENT: 

ALSO PP.ESENT: 

The Prime Minister 
'rhe Minister in the Senate 
The Minister of Finance 
The Minister of Home Affairs 
The Minister of Health and Social Services 
The Minister of Education 
'l'he Itlinister of Agriculture 
'I'he Liinister of Commerce 
The Minister of Development 
The Ninister of State at the Ministry of Development 
The Leader of the House of Commons 

The Attorney General 

The Secretary to the Cabinet 
'rhe Deputy ;3ecretary to the Cabinet 
'rhe Assistant Secretary 

1. DOWNING STREET TALKS 

Copies of the Communique and Declaration issued after the Downll1g Street 

meeting on Tuesday, 19th August, were before the Cabinet. 

I 

/ I ,/-. 

The Prime Minister explained thllt while the negotiations had proved difficult 

and long dravln-out nevertheless they had be en conducted in a friendly atmosphere. 

He reviewed for his colleagues the various matters discussed at the meeting. 

Reports that the tr~~sfer of the control of the police security forces to the 

G.O.C. foreshadowed the disarming and ultimately the disbanding of the Special 

Constabulary were incorrect. The Specials v{ere to be withdra,m from riot control 

duties but would continue to be engaged guarding key installations and on other 

seourity work. The control of the security forces ~ould revert to the Inspector­

Generc'.l at the end of the present emergency. The deputation appreciated that in 

makll1g this arrangement they were going beyond their specifio brief from the 

C ~binet but in the circumstances they considered that no other alternative was 

open_to them: the- approval of their colleagues for this action was sought. 

/ ThG ld t ornoy Gcnor'll 
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The Attorney General asked if any discussions had taken place on the 

constitutional position of Northern Ireland c.nd was assured that the matter had 

not been discussed save to the extent of the re-affirmation in the Declaration. 

'rhe Cabinet approved the deputation I s action and the terms of the Communique 

and Declaration; the Minister of Commerce added, however, that he consiuered 

the terms of the agreemont should have been referred to the Cabinet for approval 

before being announced publicly and further that the tr~sfer of security forces 

of the police to the G.O.C. represented a fundamental shift of power to 

Westminster. 

2. VISIT OF TEm HOME S:6CRET.tJIT 

The Prime Minister reported that the Home Secretary had expressed a desire 

to visit Northern Irele.nd. v/ithin the next fortnight. 

3. LL\i rlND ORD11..R LEG ISL~~TION : pO~I1roN 01 ih.<h£. 

'1'he Minister of Home . .iI.frairs inforuec1. the Cabinet that the transfer or" the 

security forces of the Police to G.O.C. would possibly require the amenc~ent of 

law and order legislation. It was arranged that the Minister and the Attorney 

General should examine the position and report bc-ck to the Cabinet. 

4. ~INET SECURITY COMMI'l'TE4 

After considGration, it ~ms agreud that it was no longer necessary for the 

Cabinet Security Committee to attend tho Joint Security Committee; the hiinister 

of Home ~ffairs would, however, continue to chair this latter Co~~ttee. 
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