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The following facts relating to the prozrons of the Civil Rishts ¥arch
through County Antrim, a3 observed by and known to me, are subnitted for
inforuation. .

Cr arciving at Clengorzley ghortly af'ter 9.0 geme on 7edneaday, lot
ard hevin: hed a telk there with IZistriot Inspeotor Ligrett, 1 went on
down the cawrdiz Losd and met the approsching wmarchers at Fellevus. Thoy
vere a pathetically amall looking band = about 60 or 70 et most = and
County ingpactor oots told me that there had beon no sericus troudle oa
U@ way up but thore were a few Bunting suprorters vith them carrying
Union Jacks and more or less leading the Varche I returned to Glengormley
villiage which looked perfectly normal and wes there when the marchers wont
throughs Thare wore still @ few vooiferous Unionists walking along the
pavezent beside ths Varchers but, other than that, no particular notice
wes token of thea going dlirough Glengormleye

Tioy procecded on to Templepatrick without lst or hindrance = tha
Unlonist elezent having dropped out somswhere oa the way = srriving there
Goout LD pems They turned lef't into the village and ato;:ped‘for lunche

Joul 130 peize, 88 thore was no zign of their moving on, I had a word
with ! lchael Farrell and told him that there waa & possibility that thers
righi le some opposition in Antrim and that the socner they got uniorway
2 botiere I had boen informed that the intention waa that the opposition
coowld ether im Antrim ebout 3.30 peme and I hoped that the Marchers wight

s Lirough abond of thet times They moved off from Templepatrick about
0 peue, and L then went on to Antrim and through it out the Fandalstown
d 25 T wanted to sce the exact locaticn of the Hibarnian Iall ot
itellld vhere they were to spend the night. At the top of ‘ntrim town
<o.r Gie Iricdpe there was 2 smell perty = I would thini: 15 or 20 people with
o .enbeg Trus, stending in a recess off the Poads Having boen to the Hall
- returced baok through Antrim end stopped et the top of the town where I
cer Listrict Inspeotor Wilsons There were then more people collacted then
cofere and T was told that Vejor Punting was there, whom I hed pointed out
“u mee I walked meross the road, made myself known to him, and t.1Q hio
viat whether they approved of it or not, the march was a legitimate one with
wodch they had no right to interfere and that I trusted that they would not
alienpt to do s0e lajor Funting said that they were thers to sco thst tihe
scace was preserved and to help the olice. However, soms of the peopls
wlih him started shouting at me that they hed no right to be marching at
all and that they would not ve allowsd to march through /ntrim and I repuated
7hat I had previously sald and left them aa obviously further discussion was
erving no purpost.

I then wont cn out the road and met the hoad of the proccasion at
Luckamoree I spoka to Head Constable Pleming who was in the Jeading landrover,
told nim that there sight be obatrustion at the ridge in Antrim and thuot the
plan would be to try and get the Varchers through in ibe inucdiate wake off
trha lendrovers. fe suggested calling up the rear lendrover to the front a3
well, zc that the conveoy was keaded by two lenfrovers and I agreed to this.
There was slreedy an edvance tender lond of I'olice, with Head Constable
Thompsen in charge, st the head of ‘miris {omn, whose instructions were to
dismount, if nced te, end try to keep a passagewny open for the Varchers.

I vas wallking bLeside the leeding landrover and as we roundad the bend
Just ghort of the ridge and, strung soross tho roal at the Hridge, were
dines of peeple, arna linked, sbout 3 or 4 linss deep, I approsched thenm
imcedlately in front of the landrover and called on them to Qisperse and
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( det the march through. lyself and the leading landrover got partially through

S~ and then tho orond closed in sround us and reforved behind the lendrover and
ihe Yarch growd to a halt with the marchers and ihe Unionists eonfronting
each other and the police in tetween. To have made further progress would
have meant a resort to batons which couwld only have led to running {ights
thxouzh the streets of inirinm and in oy view would have nmeds & difficult
situation, and osrtainly the resulis of it, even worse. The “olice,
relatively culokly, got both sides sufficiently to one slde of the road to
erable traffic to kiep moving and then a long poeriod of complote stale mate
followade The i‘archers' sttitude was that it was our Job to put them through
and the attitude of the other aide was rigid determination that ihey would not
g2t throughe There was, in faot, m» sign of any woapons on eithaer sids ard the
‘ondy force emrloyed was pressura by pushinge There was 8 susgestion gt one
stage that tha Merchers should furl their banners and e allowed to preceed
through /nirdm in twoa and threes but agreement on this could not Le reasched.

1t was ebout this time that I received a messapze to telephons you which
I did, informing you of the yositlien, and you confirmed uwy view that force
should not Lo used in an attempt to get the Narchers throughe 1 also raised
e question with you of using Pollee transport to teke the Merchers around
fotrln to their Fall and you said that you did not think that that would be
dezirable 2t that stagee. On returning to the hesad of the town I found the
situstion much a3 it had been before, apart from the fact that the merchers
hed attenpted to blook the traffic by slitting on the road. Nowever, they
were reocoved to ona side again witheut much dirficulty.

I ithon later received a message to teleyhon: you magain and whon I ¢2id
89 you told me that there would teo no obJjection to using police transpert
that waa the gnly means of resolving the zituation = and geiting the
tarchsrs to their Halle. Up to that period the wmost prominant figures on the
- Uniondst side were lajor Eunting, the Reverend Frown, and a nan cslled Cecil
Paulkzer fron Gracehill. Howsver they, in feot, scomed incapablo of exercising
decisive ind'luence on sgome of their followers which was ong of the difficulties.

fn returninz to the head of the Yown, I dirccted that the aveilable
tondurg Le remeved o @ position on the Muckamore side of 2ntrim and told the
varglhers to retire in that dircction as we intended to take then round to the
Palls This, af'ter some argumant, they agreed to and there wos & difficult
pariod durinz wh
irldge end look after the merchers retiring to the transporte. At this stage
“re Vinferd was in avidence, not izm a condition to be of much help, and
su woting that we should trenport the marchers ewey. During this period the
Vnionigte were very suspicious abiut what was going on and somo of then
Srlilivated down the road to a place whore it was intended to lozd the
Larchiorg into the Zandsrse Traffic was stili woving and suideniy a zroup of
Unlonists storped & smsll ocar and ons of them put his foot through the
headlich¥e The man conoerned was promptly detained by two or three police
end big nage and edirass taken and the car, with police asasisiancs, got
twasd round and headed back towards Yucksasore.

A% this stage, a man who gave we his name as MoKeagus, Cuasowny View,
Fer-irugh, was doing a lot of talking which was why I got his nane.

I could not understand why this partioular car in s lins had been singled
oul il Iator that night. Nichael Farrell $0ld me that his wife was in the
¢rie  Zventually the larohers wore loaded into three tarders and é@riven off
et soout 7 ('clocke They were taken round to rhitehill via Dunafiry and I
Lot that some of the Unionist element thought that thoy had gene back to
pealast bub they wore veory suspicious regarding what was going one

i tren wont to /niria Molice Station and discussed with the Pistrict
inzp-otors plana for that night and the pext morninge. County Inspestor
Veherg was elso there and had,I think, been in Anirdm during zuch of this
tisese It was then decided that he and I and Uisiriot Inspector Yilson
should go %o the Mall and try and discuss with Messrs. Farrell srd Ioyle
thelr plsns for the noxt dey. ¥e arrdved out at the Hall sbout 8445 peme
and held disoussions in a Tender with Fuvin Boyle and kichael Farrell.
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- o mede it clear to them that we thought that the seme situstion would arise
in Tandalstown a8 had srisen in Anirinm, and that there uvers throe pocsible
courses open to themi= (1) to call the Farch off; (2) to use their
itranaport to teke thenm round to Toomelridpe, via Siaght Iridge; (3) to
rrocecd on their proposod route. Having had a fairly lengthy dizcussion
with then they then retired to the Hall to' have their usual neeting with
the other marcherse

Turing this perded there had teon far more coming and golng up snd down
th2 road than would be usuel and groups of peopls had started to collect
on both sides of the Hall and 1t bocame obvious that word hed got round
that the marchers were at the Hall and that the Unlonist elepont were bent
o centinuing 40 harass theme A report was also rocsived froo Antrinm et this
stege that a sizeable group had gone to lre Minford's liouse 1o remonstrate
with hime

‘g the Folice at the iall had besn on duty &ll day, I then went into
Randalstown and telophoned Headquertors speaking to Distriet Inspeotor
“atons I informoed him of the situation and ¢old him that 1 would want pore
men $o look after the Hell durdng the night. I waited at Randalstosn until
he telejhoned me back to tall me that @ Reserve Forse Parity vas on i3 way
endl a further Rty of Pelice fran the City would follows I went back to .
he Hall and was informed trat the Marchers had dscided to proceed through
Fandalstown the nsxt morninge Tespite the fzot that Police had stopred
and diverted {raific at Junctions on each side of the 'all, quits a large |
group of pecples were on the road in the vicinity of the n.l, gome of them
with drink takea and some of them erople who had bsen in fnirim in the
ef'terncon. Tlstrict Inapector Vilson and ayself did our best 1o persunde
hel ©0 bresk u» end go home tut they were in an avikword and obstinate mood
end were glso vory guaplicious that some surreptitious cove was being planned.
They asked I ibe marchors would leave the Hall during the nig 1~ and T said
that they wOuld not but their atiitude was that ey had tmm ‘ooled 4in
Anirin - grrarently there had been some talk that ihe Harghers had beon taksn
back to felliet from intris - gnd they were not going to be fooled egaine
Finally e man, wioxz I don't know, but who knew me and was in Antrim earlier,
azked 1" I would give an undertaking that the marchers would not lsave the
Hail during the nighte 1 told him thet the Police had ro plen 1o move thex
frem the Hall and af'ter a lot of ergument, he porsusded the group to eccept
this and gradually they drifted away. Iy thon the Reserve Force rarty had
errived and been given thelyr instruotions by District Irspector ¥ilson and
80 I returncd to /ntrim Station to saticslly myself that there were rno further
complications therae 'hilst there, the leputy Iaspcotor General telephon:d,
:.. 2 I tcld his what the situntion was and that I feared that there would te
;uild-up of the “confrentotion” ¢he next day at Randalstowns X suggesied
tha 1: congideration should be given to a kan on the econtinuance of the March,
and @lscusced with hie dhe pozsibilitiesa of diverting the kerchers round
.-. afelatovn o Tocmee I then left Antrim aboutl 12.25 geme ond simply give
vioe tine as an indication of the perlod during which these events took placee.

During the small houra of the morning I racelved a televhone call fron
b2 Uepuly Inspector Gonersl inforning we that there would ¥ no ban and that
an edditdenal reserve force platoon would report to Antrim in the morning.

On Thurzdsy morning I went to Antrim vis Rgnlalstosn, golug through
....”e.lata cuout 840 ade Thore were then about 100 neople gathered in the
vioinity of ths Eridges and I went on to fnirim and i‘in&l:le&d vith Diastrict
'In:.-_--::ctor Jived end Tdstrict Inspogtor Wilson our plan of action and the u:e
o’ tho resources avellable to us. The basic plan was not only to keep the
two partics goparate tut out of sipght of ecach cthere This was, in fact,
echieved throughout the worninge ©On returning via the l'ain Roasd to the
Eriépge at Fandalatown, I found tiat the Unionist cromd had swelled to mbout
‘;v;? but were bolng contained by the Police party in such & way that traific
g wes kapt flowings OCoums of the Unionist element present did, in fect, do
| some quits useful work in helping to ashieve thise Frominont in this fothering
i was lMajor Punting - altornatively addreasing the orowd through a loud hailer
Ear..i telling thom thet thoy were a pesceful demonatration thers 40 assist the
pedlce in mainteining law and order and reading pussages ircu the Iidle,-
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O Choitly af'ter 9.8 aem., I rscoived a message that the marchors had moved
oify and I sani a mswssage back that they were on no sccount $o te allowsd down
to within sight of tho main roade Apart from individuals at the Pridpgs trying
20 infilirate' up the side rcad to £ind out what was haprenin; axd having to
to dissouraged, that was tho yposition for what seem'd a very long timee I
think 1% must have boen about 10.C a.m. that District Insp-otor loeod eppesred
down the side rood with Farrell and Foyle who had asked to soe moe Thoy wanted
%o kpow if we were going to do our duty and put them through and I ¢old then
that they could see the situation for themaslves; that if they attenpted to
go through there would be viclenwoe and that, as far as I mas concernad, there
could be no question of their attezpting to march through Randalstown and
that the soonar thay got into their vehicles and went round by Slaght to
Jocmebridze with a police escort, the Letter for all concermeds They thea
retired o discuss this matter with their fellow marchorse.
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A long tence pericd of waiting then ensued with the Unioniot clement
getling more restive as tine went one JDuring thio peried Hajor
Punting himcell attempted to walk wp indo tho side road but 1 stopped
him and, whdlet obvicusly ennoyed, he retraced his steps. I thinik that
it was shorily aftor 11.0 gem. that I received o zossaze that the
uarchers hnd started to Toomebridge in their carc, going via Hlaght,
which I relaid {o no cre 2o that they might pet as good a start as
poeceible After a pericd of perhaps 15 or 20 minutes word had evidently
got round that something hed happened snd the Unioniet elemont

suidenly surged wp at the police making for the side roade In the
forepund of this rush wae Major Zunting end, to noy astonishment,

Yre Finford pnd bis wife. The police had to 211 back a few yards

to where the road got narrower and then held a line. There was a
certzin amount of scuffling and shouting but then the crowd,

realizing that the morchors hed gone, begsn to disporse and to nake
for their cors and 1% cecued highly probably to o on to Toomebridze.

I did hoor some talk that s few of the Unionist element wore corrying
Glicks but I did not see this myuolf and certainly nono were used
egainat the police. :

I then went to Randalstown police statfon and vepoxrted on the
situation to C.I, Meharg at Noadquarterse

I went on to Toomebridgze via tho main Road and fourd that thore
were quite a lot of peocple gathered in the main street of the village
tut they were keeping to the sides of the road end were peaceable
and orderly. I was told that thoy were all Civil Eights supportors
and aumongst them was Hre Xevin Agnew, Joliciter, of Magheras I went
on to the Iridge to see if there was any sign of the Unicnist elenent
gathering ihere, where I saw Dol, Jorde and @ party of police wlho
told me that some car loads had come over and siopped but that thoy
had roved thom one Dels Wilson was with the police escort with the
rarchers and, foaring yet another confrontation on the Bridge at
Toowe, I had told him earlier that, when the convoy enterecd Toone
Trom the Dellymena road, they should turn right in their vehicles
und procecd across the Bridge rather then turning left and
Cisembarking outside Tooke on the Randalstown cide and marching
threush the Village.

Ca returning to the contre of the village fyom the Bridge D.l.
food inlorzmed we that Dels Wilson had told bim that the morchers
were deterasined to turn towarde Hendalstown and march through that
village and 80y in the light of what I had seen of the position in
end around the village, I decided that there was no point in meking
an icaue of this.

“he convoy arrived in the village about 12.30 pem. and turned left
and I was standing in the middle of the jurciion a3 they passed.
Tollowirg immedistely behind the last police escort velicle I saw
Yajor Junting in his oar with a nuxber of othe# men and g line of cars
behind. thems Mo attemplied to turn left but I siood in front of his
car and signalled him to go right. He stoppod, paused, gesticulated
and then started towrzuing right and it wes at that moment that '
someono in the erowd uurled a brick or some cuch object at this car
waich hit it zbout the nearside haadlamp. ila ctopped the car and
appeared to be sbout to get out when nearby police hustled hin on
ad the rest of the line of cara followed. $wo or three Constablen
Seized the nman who had thrown the brick and endesvoured to take him
o a pariced tender only a ratier of yardassmuay. There was then a
struggle between the croud gnd the police, the crowd demanding the
releasae of the man. At this point lre Agnew approcehed me and said
that if the wan wad roleased ho would undertale that there would be
no more trouble. By that time the ran who had threwn the brick
was just to the rear of the tender still sirugsling and two cther
men who had attempted €0 rescue his wero inside the tender. After
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After catiofyinz sysclf that the names end addresses of all three
Lhad been obtained, I ordered the release of the threo men and the
situation very quickly quieted doune Clhiartly after this the :
procession came through the village =nd it was & much more formldable
looking effair, with the local elcucit Jolning in, than the pathetlic
stragzle that had pgone through Olengoruley the morning before. 1
was about opposite the police station as it pusced cnd I noticed

& banner with "hepublican Club™ writien on it townrds the rear of
the procession but, apart fron registoring the fact that I had not
ceen that benner before, fhe significance of it I'm afraid never
occurred to me until a considerable tiue laler. There wae some
gcuffle on the Derry end of the bridse in which I'm not sure exactly
what fuctions were involved and then the & archers, lhaving gone up
the road a bity halted for lunche I went into Toomebridge Station
for a poricd and about 3415 pems drxove cul the Casitledawson Load by
which tine the march was on the road again and atout 2 wiles from
Tocmebridges I roturned to Toumebridge Station and ianformed the
Peputy Inspector General by telephone of what had happened in
Toomebridge and of the position regarding the march at that time.

I alro told him that I feared that the cituation would get
progressively worse as from what I had ccen it secmed to mo that
the numbers involved would get progressively greater an each side
as the march went on.

The main purposc of this report is to give on over-ell picture
of the progress of this march through this County. When it entered
the County it was & singularly inlopresseive affcir end I think might
well have rexained co had its significance not been magnified out
¢f all proporiion by the physical cbeiruction offered to it by kajor
dunting and his followerce

—

Haraaco ~
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“County Inspector.
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