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HOTES ON INTEHITMENT

COYVICTIONS

1. One important reacon for the introduction of internment was the Aifficuliy in
scouring the coanviction of pernons who, as menbers of the IRA ,yers engaged in an
armed conspiracy against the State., Every offort, however, has been and ile being
noede o bring charges in the Courts, About 42 pombers of the IRA are in fact
at prosent serving prison sentences in Northern Ireland, Some 29 cases are
5till pending. In the great majority of cases the evidenco for the prosecution is
supplied by nembers of the securdty forces. This means that a convicliion can usually
be obtained only if the accused has been causht red-handed, eg in illegal pocsecsion
of firearms, ammunition or explosives. Decause of intimidntion it is rare for
civilian witnesses to come forward. Partly beceuse of this and partly because of
the confusion of events evidence is frequently insufficient to accure o conviciion.
And in view of the large number of incidents it is obvious that the police camnot
always carry out the detailed investigations which the Courts quite proverly require

boefors convicting.

PRCCEDURES 107 INTERNMENT

2o Iists of persons recommended for detention or interpment cre drawn vp jointly
by the Ammy and the RUC. The evidence on which the recommendations are based is
Grovn from Amy Intellisence and the RUC Crirme Special Brench, The Gc;wrmnent
itself has 2o lists of suspects, nor does tho Gew.men'!; keep any lists of membera of

politicel or terrorist organiszations,

P Under Regulation 10 of the Specizl Powers Regulations persons mey be arrested
and held for up to 48 hours for interrogation: fthe arrest is carried cut by the
police or by the Amy acting under the authority of the police. The police or the
Army may 2ls0 make arrests under ltegulation 11 whore porsons are suspected of an
offonce tmder the Regulations. The Civil Authority, ie the Minister of Home Affairs,

has no power {o direct arresis.

4o Where a person has been arrested under Regulation 11 he may be xeleased by the
police after a matter of some hours, Since 9 August 1971 250 persons have
been released in this way. If flie police want the person to be held for moxe than
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48 hours tha Chiof Constable has to apply to the Ministor for a Detention Cxdor,
Once p Dotention Order is made the dotnince can be relonsed only on the direetion |
of the Attornoy-General or of the Courtss Since 9 August 1971 45 dotainces
have been released by the Attorney-Coneral, in {he great majority of casea at tho
regucat of the polics. Altogethor 1 dotninees have been brousht before
the Courts, |

5¢ TRecormendations for interment are also made by the Chief Conalnbdle who purnlica
information on which each rocormondation is boseds If an intermmont order is

mado it s in the attached fom vhich indicates that the person concormed is
suspocted of having acted, or being about to act, in a mamer projudicial to the

P

prosexvation of the peace and the mnintenanco of oxder., 5o far the MNinistor has

nade internmont orders only en the following grounds ge
"I have mado no intornmont omler without being saticfied on evidonce placed
bofore mo that the person was, and otill is, on active member of the Official
or Provizional ving of the Im.l or has beon closely implicated in tho recent

—

: "
IRA Caumpaign, (statoment of 15 Septezber 1971)

Gs The infornation availsble to the lidnister may indicate that the person concorned
is a £ull nember of the INA or 4s & "volunteor", has taken part in noned shooting

or boubing inecidents, or hes attended IRA mestings, training centres or parades.

The person may be a gumman or bombor hingedf; ho may be an Indelliscnce or

Training 0fficery or ho may bo ongaged in recruitment or in the financial,
adnindstrative or "Q" Vork of the oxganimtion to which ho is attechod. It is
inportant to bear in mind that both wings of the IRA have ot thoir cisposal not

only thedr own sworn membors but also individuals vho talko part in od hoe missions, -

ZI2 ADVISORY COIMITTER

7o The tack of the Advisory Committoo sot up under Regulation 12 is to considos
roprecentations by internces apgainst the makiny of intermment orders, The Mindstor
bas issued no dlroetions to the Committee, This hag becn quite dcliberate, and

in the application of criteria and in matters of procedure the Commdttoo has beoon
left froe to adopt itz oum rules,
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8. fhe Coumittee is, of courve, aware of tho sfated grownds on which the
Finister has made internment orders to doto.

A dossier containing the relevent documenta 1s prepared for each member of iho
Comnittcos This includes tho police recommendation for intermment end any lotters
or submissicons on behalf of the internee., Uhe internsge may have the mssictance

of a solicitor in the preparation of his submission, and free lesel eid is granted
for this purpose, The intermnce 1s invited to attend before the Committes to

stato his own case in person and to answer any questions put to him by the
Conmittee, No other percon is prosent, The Commitites my, before or aftor the
hearing, c2ll upon e police officor who is fanilisr with cach intommeo's cass to

elaborate on the roasons vhy a recommondation for intorment wes made,

-

9« 1In considerdng vhether or not to recommond relesse.of an internce the Corditoo
is froe to form its oim conclusions as to tho evidence on which tho pélme
rocommendation has boen based, the case put by the internee hinself, &nd tho
credence to be placed on any wndertaking which he moy give that he will not, if

bo is veleased, engage in or cncournge scts of political vielonse.

10, The Comnitiee is at provont meeting on about 2-3 days each veokes It has so
far heard 16 cases, In 3 ingtances the internce himsolf bad initiated the appoal,

In the remaining 135 cases representations had been recoived om the intermse's
behalf, ' |

fis It is proposed that apﬁealn should bo given first priority. Appellanis

have generally indicated that thoy wish t0 have logel acsistance in the rroperation
of their cases, and the mte at which appeals ave heard depends, therefore, to a
large extent om how soon submiscions are nade,

12, The Commdttoe hos been asked to considor all intornment cascs &g soon A
posgiblo, vhether or net rapresontat‘iuné arec nade, bzperience so finHr suscois
that a munbor of internces will wieh neithor o6 attend before the Courd thoe nor 4o
have their cases considered by it.
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13. lhen 211 cases have been considexred it is propomod to ask the Comnittos
to roview carlier cases at repular intorvals.

14, The Coumittee has 80 far recormended two rcloases and the Hindsler 19

conaidering the recormendations.

15. A copy of Dircctions as to internses is attached, OSubject to thooo
directions intornces are treated in the eame way as prisonszrs on remand.
Pacilities at Long Keoh ave being improwed, especinlly with a view to reducing
the number of men per hut end to providing more opporfunitics for wecrcation and
education,  Intorneen sre required to clean their huts end ¢ther eccornmodntion
usod by them, bub, liko priconors en xomand, they cannot be required to do other
vorie

16, Othor mattors raisod inciude the mumber of visits, Tieoe amount to one par
week poer interncey the visit is limited to 30 minutes and to 3 adulis and

2 dependent childron. Additional vicits are elso allowed from }Ps and ozl
advicors. Rozulations have been made to emable an internce to be allowed out on
parols in excoptional circumstances. One intormee hag already been peanmdtted
to attend his daughterts funeral.

17. Supplerontary benefits are payable to dependantss The Supplementary

_ Cormisgion has a fairly wide field of discrotion in fixing scales of benefits,
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