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1. PROVISIONAL rnA CEASEFrnE 

The Secretary of State foresaw the next few days as a time of great anxiety 

when every incident and every rumour could lead to a disruption of the peace 

which he hoped would follow the Provisional IRA ceasefire due to begin at 

midnight on that day. Lord Windle sham stressed that it would be in the 

interests of all concerned for the IRA to disclose the whereabouts of 

booby-traps etc so that the Army could render them harmless as othervrise 

their accidental explosion after the ceasefire could be construed as a 

breach of faith. 

The Secretary of State denied rumours that any part of the Civil Authorities 

(Special Pouers) Act or the Regulations made thereunder had been or .. Tere to 

be repealed and Mr McDowall's staff uere to take the necessary action to 

deal with those rumours. It was still the Secretary of State's , intention 
(><.."':\ \:.,..\l. ..... L .:of t"\...~ c:.. ..... ~i.\~\. 'l.~\or __ ..... ~k ~ rc..J"'\£ ,'" 

that ,PSPB03:lS iil88iRo tQ QP illlilptH:tGt;l ~ . ~~~98il lotR:iu tae S!,eeial 
"'-".I",~,,-t':7"" 

Pdueps .. ".eat nepe te '139 apppeaeM.ed and he wished his officials to obtain 

the necessary legal guidance so that the GOC and the Chief Constable could 

issue appropriate instructions. 

The Secretary of State did not propose to give a Press Conference in relation 

to the ceasefire and would talk to the GOC about his wish to stage a 

Conference himself. 
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