
CONFI ENT 

... NOl'E 01" A M.~ :~TD~G BETII'.:;:~N l'1B S:r;Cl~'TAI{y O}<' S'I'jtl'J~, (;.\RDIJ\;U.: CGN ;AY 
AHD BISHOP PHILBIN NL' 31'lJEJ.;ON'l' CAS'l'IJ3 m'; TH;i;::;DAY 5 m':C1J:iB:.:lt 1972. 

(, oR 1'HWTHY ltAISOI-i LIP ALSO AT'l'i:.,"NDED) 

The Se ~~etary of State outlined the reasons for holding these discussions and 

explained he hud no doubt that Her f.1aj esty' s Government would '.'fi sh to devo l va 

powe rs on a ne~ assembly. The problem however was not deciding which powers 

to devolve, but on whom (o r what form of adminisJcration) and how to prov i de 

' effective participation of the minority. He did not fore see any rea l difficulty 

in setting up a Council of Ireland a nd having it ge nerally ac c epted. 

'The _Cardinal sU;';gested that the Council of Irela nd should have an inbuE t cupaci t ,j 

to exercIse executive powers by mutual agreement of its membe rs, ie he WCiS anxious 

that the Council s hould not be simply a talking shop . He also suggested that 

further leg isla tion should not be required to give the Council executive powers ~ 

(this is wha,t vms meant by "inbuilt capaci tylt). 1'he Bishop added t hat the Council 

should be an "open ended." institution which could develop freely . 1'he Cardinc:::.l 

suid that if the new administration is similar to the previous one then we ',',auld 

be back to square one. He suggested that one way to avoid this was to use the 

Commit tee system with the Chairmen being elected otherwise than by SimlJle majority 

vote. 
.J 

The Secretary of state sCLid that further discussions would be necessary about 

the Council (to include the Republic) - and that he liked the "open ended" suggestion . 

There were a couple of ureas in which the Carciinal might like to help : (a) r;erhups 

he could use his influence no t only in the l'~orth but also in the nepubl i c to 

encourage people to make the Council 'Nort hnhile , and (b) persuade influential 

people in the minority to sl:;8..nd for election to the new assembly. '1'he Secretal'.';r' 

of' s tate said he considered the eme rgence of responsible and influentia l C",tholic 

figures to be essential. The Cardinal and the Bishop agr eed to do '.'That they 

could along these lines by personal contact and persuasion. 'l'he Se~retasy of State: 

said he would also be grateful if the Cardinal ','rould let him have a li s t of 

Ca tholics he would recommend for appointment to public boards etc and the Ca r dinal 

agreed. 

'1'he Cardinal then askeu if he could leave discussion of the Green Fa" .er and turn 

to some current problems about whi ch he is extrc!r.ely concerned . 

1. 
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1. Ass~ssinatioDs - Protestant Backlash . 

(a ) 'l'he total nU'llber of Ca t ho l ics assass i nated since 1 J anu:lry 1972 is 77 (at 

pre serJ t averaginG o,bo ut 4 pe r week ). The Card.inal said theJ.·e r.iCly be somc doubt 

as to the sectarian na ture of a small numbe r of these deaths b ut there can be 

no reasonable cioubt that the overwhelminG majority of' the v:i..ctims \'/ere innocent 

Catholics. 

(b ) So far th ere had been no official recognition of the exis t. ence of this 

c ampaign. Un the contrary, official statements , until ve ry recently, huve tend.ed 

to obscure the statistics and the clea r inferences to be drawn from them. 

( c) The result is that British public opinion, and /Vo rld opinion, is a:::; ye t 

virtuall~ una,yare o f the existence of this c ampaign. 

(Q) He sugge sted strongly that ei thoJ r the Prime j'tIinister or" the ~ecretary of Sta Le 

should ~t an early date draw clear and ey.plici t attellt ion to 't his anti-C~" tholic 

campaien • 

(e) '.rhe location of corpses indicate that it is in the areas ill which the troops 

are very thin on the g round t hat t he victims are murdered or dumped . 

(f) He strongly suggested that the number of troo p s should be considerably 

augmented and tha t t he Its a turation lt policy should be extended to many a reas 

outside the Catholic ghettoes. 

As a n e xample of the diffi cult ie s be-ing experienced in mixed. areas by Catholics 

the Cardinal referred to the Cregag h l~state ( South-~ast Belfast) where Catho lic 

bu siness .tJ remis e s , homes and people are beini; cons tantly attac 'ced, while .~,rmy 

s ources openly admit that they are unable to deal effect i vely with t his proble m 

becaus e they ha ve not enough troops . J:leanv/r:ile the number of' t roops in No rthern 

Ireland is being reduced, and the dispositio n of those we have is 7 battalions 

in comparatively restricte d IICa tholict: areas leaving only 3 battalions fo r the 

peace line and the rest of Belfast . 

The Secretary of St a te said he would do what he could to meet the Cardinal 's 

request tha t t he existence o f t he Protestant backlash be publicised . He was 

doubtful if an increase in troop nWi1be rs alone c ould sto p the assassir:ations and 

int imida tion but assured t he Cardina l toat the full 18 Battc..lions will re rr,ain . 

The Secretary of State explained th;..t an increase in the number of trooi)S wo uld 

probably J:!e a n more frequent tuurs of duty , which in turn mit;ht lO Ner l:,ori:l.le and 

adversely affect recruitment. 
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The Bisll£.2., in supporting the Cardinal 's vieils about harassI::e nt by the Army in 

CeL tholic i~reas, said that military vehicles continued to ap!:"ear at the entrance 

to schools und quoted, in particular the Holy Child School in '/,'e st Belfast . 

The 3ecretary of St8.te said he would as!{ the G-J C if this practice COUld be stoiliJ(:d . 

2. Catholics in Public Emplcywent 

The Cardinal then turned to the question of the appoirJh:.erlt of Catholics to Civj 1 

Service and Local Govornment posts. 'iii th the reoreb.nisation of loc~l eovernrr:e lit 

he said it would seem important that the minority should be given solid grounds 

for believing that thinc;s have changed. He quoted that cf 28 executive 8.ppointr;-:ents 

made so fur in the Conservation, ;~oeLds and flanning Div.Lsions of the ~.linistr.J' of' 

Developcl'ent ouly one has been a Catholic. A similar, thouGh less rn3.r(ed , pattern 

is observable, he suggestea., in appointments Dade in these DivisioIlS at Senior 

';:;ngineer level and in the Housir'G Executive . The Cardir.!.':!-};, said that th.e j,:inistry 

appears not to have accep ted the vieNs of some of its O.'ln Technical lJf1'icers as to 

the minimu:n number of posts necessary for the eff'icieiJt running of the new serv:Lce . 

He suggested the duplication of SOI<18 executive and senior Fosts , eve11 where not 

strictly necessary, in order to create opportunities for mino rity particip::..tion. 

Instead the reverse poJ.icy appears to have been adop ted and less thun the r ecom­

mended number of posts have been created . '.,:'he Cardinal sUGgested that the ;,iinist.er 

responsible for Develupl!lent should: give urgerJt personal a1..tention to this mc:.tter. 

The Secretary of' St ate e;q)lained the_.great diff'icul ty in making c...ny spectacular 

changes in personnel in a short time. Assurances were g~~ven , fo r example , to 

Local Government officers and these would hb.ve to be honoured . 

'-1'he Cardinal suggested that because of such difficu.lties a radical decision is 
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