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WVHITELAW MP, DURING THE DEBATE ON THE DISCUSSION PAPER -
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I very much velcore this debate on my Paper for Discussion on the Future of
Northern Ireland which was published on 30 October. The purpose of that p:rper was
guite simply to provide a basis on which we in this country and the people in
Northern Ireland could discuss how to take further and speedy steps forward in
shaping the future of Northern Treland. A good deal has been said in recent
months on this matter, not all of it realistic. What Northern Ireland now wants
is informed and responsible discussion. It seems to me to be very right that this
House should today play a leading part in this discussion because the United
Kingdom Govermnment, answcrable to this Parliament, has the full responsibility for
any future constitutional arrangement. The paper secks to set out the facts about
events in Northern Ireland with complete impartiality. I have Leen pleased to read
in the Press that it is widely recognised to have done so. This is very important
because any successful solution for the future of Northern Irelard must be based
on the facts as they are rather than as one section of opinion or another would
like them to be. Perhaps inevitably in an emotional situation so much of the
argument put to me is based on allegations and imaginary fears and prejudices,

And so T ask this House at the start of this debate to consider the situation
quite simply as the Paper for Discussion does on the basis of actual facts. Only
if we do that can we hope for an informed and rational discussion of =say proposals

for the future in Northern Ireland itself.

I believe it is widely reccognised that any solution to the problems of Northern
Ireland nust be based on a combined political and military approach. There can be
no purely military solution at the same time., Any political initiatives will be

still-born if we fail to deal wi'h violence,
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It is important t. stress these facts because I would not like it to be thought
that when today we are discussing the political aspects Her Majesty's Government or
this House were in any w.y neglecting our security responsibilities or nininising
the tragic loss of life, the danage to property and the suffering endured by the
people of Northern Ireland in these last years. Nor does it mean we are overlooking
the steadfastness and achievenents of the security forces, both Arny and RUC, under
desperately difficult conditions. Nevertheless, I am sure that the House will
agree that in this debate we must try to sec beyond the immediate situation since
if we are too immersed in the day-to-day incidents, nmany of then nicely calculated
to inpose politica’ pressure, we may fail to direct our attention to the long-tern
reforns which nust very soon be made in Northern Ireland. The Paper for

Discussion tries to take the debate off the strects and to set it in a much wider

context.

I do not intend to rereat what is seid in the Paper for Discussion. It speaks
effectively for iiself. What I hope it does is to discourage wild and irresponsible
debate. There has been too much of this. I understand that there are thocc who
have grievances and those who feel a very real sense of frustration. But whatever
the sense of grievance or frustration, violence can achieve nothing. Northern
Ireland has suffered greatly: tihe United Kingdom has suffered too as all those

who have lost their sons seiving as members of the forces know only too well. Ve
must be responsiole in discussing the future of the province. There are those who
say that the answer is quite simply to pull out troops and let the Northern Irish
get on with it.

This would be an abdication of responsibility. The situation in Northern Ireland
is very conmplex and it would be a counsel of despair to say we should wash our
hands of it. The people of Northern Ireland are our people and wc must help thenm

to find solution.

Sone would argue that such a solution lies with complete independence, The Paper
for Discussion corments on this. The advocates of this course ignore the fact that
Northern Ireland is part of a nuch wider world and those who favour independence
nust show how the province, standing entirely on its own, without financial or
nilitary help on large scale from the United Kingdonm, would become a viable state
both economically and socially and would be accepted as such by the world at large.
What the Paper for Discussion tries to do is to persuade everyone to face the real

facts of the situation.

There is also what might be aescribed as the sinple and logical view. This says that
if the majority of people in Northern Ireland decide that they wish to remain part
of the United Kingdom then they should be treated in every way exactly the same as
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the rest of the United Iingdon. Do they give any credibility to their own
programnes, so far as these are discernible, by trying to destroy lew and order?
These nen have only shown that they are not capable of teking part in the debate
which is now taking place.

The Paper for Discussion attenpts to put a reasonable limit on the options open to
us 21l in Northorn Ircland, setting a franework within which the debate should now
take place. It shows that one cannot ignore the financial support which Northern
Ireland receives from the Unitecd Kingdom: it shows that for the tine being at
least the naintenance of law and order depends upon the untiring and unselfish
contributions of the a2rmed forces: and that the United Kingdor Government nust
have an effective snd continuing sey in Northern Irish affairs to nstch its
finaneia®l and nilitary contributions, These are the facis of life. It is also a
fact of life that Northern Ireland nust be secn in a wider contoxi - as part of

Ireland and as a part of Burope.
It is no good on the one hand denying this or on the other building too nuch on it.

As there has boen considerable discussion about thosec paragraphs in the paper headed
"The Irish Dimension", I will at this point re-enphasisc the position of Her
Majesty's Government. In accordance with the specific pledges given by successive
United Kingdon Governnents Northern Ireland nust and will remnin part of the United
Kingdon for so long as that is the wish of a najority of the pcople. Equally it is
undoubted that the sole and ultinate responsibility for any constitutional proposals
must rest with the United Kingdon Governnent and Parlianent. At the sane tine, it
would clearly be desirable that any new arrangenments for Northern Treland and Great

Britain, be so far as possib’e, I enphosise so far as possible, acceptable to and

accepted by the :eoublic of Ireland. Furthernore, in the context of the Buropean
Economic Community therc is a ¢’ ear opportunity for developirz co-operation on
econoriic and sosial issues which could bring considerable benefits to ths people

in the north and south of Ireland. Indeed, before Direct Rulec the Ulster Unionist
Governnent wers thenselves anxious to promote such contacts. Nor can anyone deny
that co-operation on border security would be of inestimable benefit to all concerned.
It is with these thoughts in nind that I welcone Mr Lynch's approach to this paper

as outlined in his recent speech,

It is too soon for HMG to express any final view on what constitutional settlenent
would be suitable for Northern Ireland. We should first like to hear the views of
this House and those of the people of Northern Ireland. I should, however, like to
say this. Whatever the constitutional settlenment nay be, it will undoubtedly provide
neaningful responsibility in Northern Ireland. The Macrory reforms have already laid
down a number of functions which will have to be perforned centrally in Northern
Ireland: and there are in addition likely to be other inportant tasks which will

undoubtedly fall to be done centrally.
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These are likely to be very worthwhile - going beyond what any region in the United
Kingdor: at present docs - and it is no service to Northern Ireland to attempt to run
down whatever eventual solution night be decided upon. The solution will have nuch
to offer both the najority and the ninority comnunities in Northern Ireland. The
ninority will know that they will henceforward have a real community of interest
and that they will be able to participate in the running of their own country.
Equally, if such an opportunity is to be given to the ninority they and, in
particular, those who seck to lead them, nust be preparecd to accept responsibility
in the full sense of the word. The najority have nuch to gain too. There nay be
those who will say that they can only be the losers in the present situation. This
is not so. What the nejority comrmnity will know is that henceforward Northern
Ireland will have a constitution which all people in the country will, we hope, be
prepared to operate. This is a very real gain for them. The Paper for Discussion
is, therefore, the basis on which we can 2ll discuss the future of Northern Ireland
and reach firn decisions as soon as possible. There will now be further consult-
ations and thesc will be conducted with the utnost urgency. It will be our
objective - through the Plebiscite and the publication of firm proposals for the
governing of Northern Ireland - to end as soon as possible the current uncertainty
upon which so nany fears have been feeding. Therc are sonc people who have opted
out of any constructive debate. But the others, the great majority, now look for
loadership, This nust cone fron the political partics in Northern Ireland.
Posterity will not readily forgive them if at this tine they do not show thenselves
able to take a broad view. At the sane tine, we need a najor effort to bring to en
end the cycle of violence ~nd counter violence, or force and counter force. I, for
ny part, will do everything I can towards this end. Those who use or throaten
violence cannot be allowed to ignore the denands of a whole community for peace if
that denand is sustained. Everyone nust know violence can achiceve nothing. The
Provisional IRA nust kmow that the effect of their canpaign is only to create new and
deeper divisionsin the comnunity than ever existed before: and militant Protestant
orgonisations nust realise that threats by then nmerely build up support for the IRA
and nake the ending of conflict more remote. There nust now be an overwhelning
donand fron both conmunities that violence and threats of violence nust stop. We
must nove on with our debate on the future of Northern Ircland so that early in the
New Year Her Mnjesty's Government can mnke known their views on the future of Northern
Ireland, building upon the result of our consultation with the parties in Northern

Ireland.

It is for this Parlianment to cnnct the necessary legislation: but, if it is to have
any chance of success, it nust give effect to what the people of Northern Ireland
want, while ncking no unrcasonable denands on the United Kingdon.
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It is for the people in Northern Ireland who nust operate tie necw constitution,
whatever it is, and it is for then tc nake lmown what they want, They will be
nuch helped in this if this House remains united in its views. Northern Ireland is
not, and shonld not be, o nmatter of Party division. If it does become so, there
are those in Northerm Ircland who will not be slow to expleit it. I con assure
the House, therefore, that it will be in this spirit that Her Majcsty's Government

will conduct any discussion with the partics here at Westninster,

Furthernmore, I know that the Rt Hon Gentlenen opposite and their Hon friends share
this sane objective with us, while w2 all recognise that in the final cvent Her
Majesty's Governnment nust take the full responsibility for any proposals. The
wny achead is beset by mony difficulties and dongers. There con be few problens
where criticisn is so easy and responsibility nore difficult, where destructive

thought is so sinple, and constructive action so hard to provide.

I believe that the Paper for Discussion will nelp us to go shead towards a genuine
settlenent for Northern Ireland which, if backed by 2ll noderate cpinion, offers
a real opportunity for all the people of Northern Ircland,

De
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