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IJ'his House h:::.s deoatcd tl'.c af'f2ir8 of 210rthern Ireland on mn.ny OCC3.~.::iOi!i3 in 

recent tnonths. .~ll of us in tr:is ilouse deplore '~he vi evous cmf'fering i!:i']::' ~-L r;~ 

upon its i nr-ocent I'eople by -Lhr; continuins' Car:llJuir:;n of la.wless tel'l'ori ::,:n ··r.l ':;'3 

admire the sto:.ldfastno3s ',/i tll \'ihi cll they have G::;tempted to sUSt3.i!1 ths J:i L'G of 

the l)rovince. 

'l'hrouc;hout this period. !kr ;£a jesty 1 s Goverrlfnent hp..vc:; rl1aint"c:i 110d close ccr,:;:;.l t:iticn 

Vii th tho Torthe_D Irelancl Govermnent. ':ie h:lvO iT.!":.ue ropeated attE:r1I~t:3 to 1.2:"o:r.otu 

discussions to filld an aGreed 3oJ.ution to the pr'oblecls of iTorthern IrC!lJ.n'.~, 

I do not need. to remind. the !Iou8e r/::J.,Y these ai..ter:1pts h::cve not beon 8UCCG . .::;~:t\~} . 

At a meetin.:; rlhich my TIt Eon I.~·r:L emus the Home Secret~ .. ry, the Lorll ? l.'osi(! cr.-L , 

the Defence SecrGt2.ry and I had with the Prime j;:inister and the Deputy j1r i:-:e 

lhnister of Horthern Ireland on 22 :,~arch, '.'Ie made it plai.n the.t in tn8 :i2l'itish 

Govern~ent 'G view new and more radical measures were neces~ary if thor~ ~~o Lo be 

any pro3pect of brc2.l;j.nc out of this deadlock. 

We mado throe mai~ proposals . 

Firs".;, in the hope of Ld:in ~; the .301'J.8r out oft:1C day-to-dilY po Li. 'oj caT ';CeV';(~ 

and as a re-Q38Urance that there would be no chanre in the 301'ler without the 

cOllscnt of a majority of tho people of ~ortharn Iroland, we proposed P3~10~1~ 

plebiscites on this i03ue. 

Second , we proposed that a start should be made on phasing out intern~ant. 

Third , we \'lere concerned 3.boui t~e present division of re:::;ponsibility i'or 12.\,1 

anu oreler "oetl-reen BeJ.fast c.nd London , ;':here"o;)' (;ont::-ol ·,'{ould l'o~r:::l.in ::'ar:;elj ;::Hh 

t he ~;ort~l(3::-!1 Ireland (Jovernr:1smt v/hHe o?el'ation<.ll responsib:i.lity rests !:.:!::':-;2.y 

VIi th t!18 Jri tish _'-.rmy and. therefore with t!'le Dni ted I~ingd.om Govern'i1.sni . ':;,'1::;.::: 

rec~pons ibili t:" is not merely d.ome;5ti~; i t is a mat t er of international CODce:2D 

as wel l . 
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~e were also usll aware that the control of l aw ani orjer was a divisivQ i32~H 

in lJorthern Ireland , and we tllo1."ght th:J.t there i'IOU::'d be ad.v::wt'.l2'G in secl-:iil:' :0 

take it out of domo8h c politics in IJorth8rn Ireland , a t any r3.te for ::t t.ir~18. 

We therc:ore told the Prime ~ini3ter and Deputy Prime ~inister of ;orthern 

Ireland that we had reached the conclu~ion that r esponsibility for law and oriel' 

in Northern Ireland. should be transferred to ·;,'e;:;tDj.nster. 

The fir::;t two 0:: our propos:11s wel'S in :pri!'lCiple acceptable to the Nortaern 

Ireland Government . But :5r F'au::':mer told us that his GovermiwDt could not 

. accept propo3G.ls for the transfor of rOGy:orwi bili t;/ fo r law ana. ordol' f:tO:.1 

Stor:llont t o \'lestmin~~tGr . At a further r:lectinc yeDterd£ly evenine he coni'ilmcLl: 

after h:l.Vine consul t ed his C~binet, t hat this \'ras their unanir:l0US vie',!, ::!lQ "-L~:,"v 

if uny such propoc;:',l were impl e::Hm ted , it vlOuld entail the resiznc:.tion of t):;e 

Northern Ireland Government . 

The unitd, lCinC;do0.1 Go vernment r e1!li:d,n of the vLm t h:j.t the tran:::;fer of t!"i.J 

r espon::;ibili ty to ;';cstmin:.,ter i::; an inclispen.3able cordi tioD for t)I'0Z;,;,'8fJ3 in 

findin ;:-~ a }Job Li~",l Gol'Jtion in Horthr~rn Irc~land. . The :rorthe1'n Ir<';l:uld GO'IGc':t!, ,-~n'L ' G 

decis .Lon t ~ereforG lc,",v8s thcm Vii th no il l te:cnati ve to [L33ur.rin;; ft.:J.l '-!ond rli '::'Sc'c 

rosponsibility i'or the admini::;tl'::ttion of rTol'thc::"l1 Irel [wd , until a politicd 

solution to the problom:J of ttl8 Provi nce C el.I 1 be vrol'ked out in con:ml.t:ltion ':iit:'l 

al l thone concerned . 

Parl:i.:l:::wnt '.viII thereforo be L')vi ted to p,:u~s oei'ol'e J~astcr a r.'l::a:ml'~ t1''1n::;:;'e:'1':1.)1[" 

all l OGislat ive allcL executive pO'.'lers noi'! vosted in the l~orthern Ireland I'a rlj:l.!r"mt 

and Gov ernment to the [ni tGQ Zin[dom P;'..r1i:.tr!lcn t and a United Kincd.om :hnister . 

This provision will ex.pire after one y e:J.I' unl ess this Pe.rliament resolvc3 

otherHise . The Ltrliam8nt of l~orthern I reland vIQuld stand proro c;ue:l but '.'lould. 

not be dissolved . 

The present Primo ~inister of Northorn Ireland has agreed to continue in o~fice 

until this legislation is passed . 

The increa3ed burden whi~h t~is transfer of responsibilities will entail ~ean3 

tha t it "/ill no 10ng3r bepos~Ji ble for m;y ltt :ton ?ri~.md the Iiome SecretJ.!'Y tc 

dischargD these duties in ad.dition to his rn~ny other respo ns ibilities . A ne~ 
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offi ce of 3ecrctary of State for Northern Iroland i s therefore bein~ cr 22ted . 

;,Iy Rt ;Ion :-:'l'icnd tbe Lord Presiuent i s to be appointeu to this office, toCet:-:.f;.'.' 

\'/i th -;;ho noce883,r~' junior ::'ini s t0rs . He will be c:npoV/81'ol by the n(:\'! le3:':;l[,,"~icn 

to appoint a Corn~ission of persons res i dent in northern Ireland to advise and 

assist him in the discharGe of hiD duties. It ni ll be our objective to ~~vit~ 

to ~erve on thi s Co~mi3sion a body of persons fully represent ative of opin~on 

in No r thern I roland . 

>. 
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, Her I·bjesty's Govermnent, having assumed direct rcsponsibi1i ty for la" and order 

in Northern Irelc.nd ,·Till be no less concerned thc.Yl the Govcrnoent at Stor:-:.ont to 

overcome terrorism and brinG vi 01ence to an end. \'[e shall do all He can to 

protect life and property in a part of the United l:ingdom uhich is no le3s ow~ 

respOnsibility in any are3. of Great BritClin. 

As long as active terrorisln exists 2nd bombinGs and shootinr.;s continue Eilld un-Lil 

respect for la1'1 and a norm9.l 8i tu:l tien of order h:we been res tored throu :.·~u...t t:'1e 

Province, \'Te mU8 t retain the p017er to arras t and in tern those uho thel'e :i.8 Good 
," , " 

reason to believe are actively involved in terrorism and violence. 

But a reduction of tension is the essential first step in the proc~ss of 

reconciliation. 1[e believe that that requires that 1-Te should. nwJw a start in the 

process of brine; internment to an end. 

'/ He intend ,·Ti thin the next fft, ... ' \Veeks to set free, subjec t to safeGUards llhere 

appropriate, t hose internees 1'7hose releClse is no longer tllought likely to ir:.volve :.n 

unacceptable ris1:: to security. The Secretary of state for nOj~thcrn Irelc.nd idll 

esta1)lish a procedure to r 8vieH each CD-se l)ersonallyo 
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If the measures Hhich He have taken lead to a reduction in t erroris t a ctivity, 

it 1'1ilJ be possible to consider further rcleo.scs; but this llJust depend on a 

clearly established improvement in the securi ty si tuo.tion. 

Thus in the natter of internrr.cnt as in the"next matter to 1-Thich I shall Tefer 

we are giving effect to a proposal 'I"lhich He put to the Northern Ireland. Gover1l!~ont 

and uhich in principle they accepted. 

Hr Speaker this Government and its predecessor ho.ve Given solemn and repeated 

aSsurances that the position of Horthern Ireland as part of the United Kin[;doj:J, 

will not be chan~ed l:i thout the consent of the "people of Northern Ireland. 1;e h:::.ve 
~ co arra1']:7e-

decided that it 1'lOuld be appropriate/for the ·~ieHs of the people of Uorthcrn I~cl ,~n0. 
to be made knmm on this question from tiDe to time. '\'Ie therefore propose in due 

course to invite Parliamcnt to provide for a systCJ:1 of re~lar plebiscites 

in Northern Ireland about the Border , the first to be held as soon as practicable 

in the near future and others at intervals of a substantial period of yeo.rs ther8afte:. 

These plebiscitps 1'Till be in addition to, and not in substitution for, the 

provisions in the Ireland J~ct 1949 \'Thich require the consent of the lJortl1ern IY.'cla::d. 

Parliament to any change in the Border. This position is not prejudices by the 

temporary proroguation of that ParliCJllent. 
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\'Ie hope that this alTangement, llliile leo.vinc open the l)O"sibility for a ch'.'.T'.r:': in 

the status of the Province if the majority so ",ish, 1'lill Doth confirn that no :;l~ch 

change \'Till be mnde ,·rithout their consent, end provide, in the inter' !lIs be t '.:ccn 

plebiscites , a erenter measure of stability in the political life of northern 

Ireland. 

~rhcse Nr Speaker are our i rr..mocliate propo[;alfJ. But they do not in th8DseIvcs 

constitute a lasting solution for tho probleJ:l!J of Northern Irele.ncl f) 11e rer.:J.'1in 

detemincd to find TilCo.ns of encuring for the minori iy as ",oll as the T:l2.jori ty 

communities nn active , permanent and guarnnteod ,l'olo in tho life .:md public 

affairs of the Province. 

Our i mmedi r;. te proposals are put foruard in an endeavour so to change the politicaJ 

opinion in northern Ireland tha t discussions can be r 8nu.:!led in an effort to 

reach o.crecment on a nCH l'lay fo r\w.rd to tl'Lis end . It if.) our intention as soon as 

'circlU"!l:J tancos pe r roi t to promote the necessary consul to.tion about the future 

structure and Govern;:1cnt in Horthern Irel m:d o 

Nean1'lhile He shall continue to Give high priority to the rehabilitation of the 

econom..ic 1:1.1'0 of the province 0 

I Hou1d like to pc.y tribute to the detormin:-d;ion uith uhich tho Pr:i r:1O Einist c: 

of Northern Ireland ~nd. his Goverm;,cnt h:.:tvc soueht to overcome the difficult:L(;;; 

11hich h~vc beset t he Province ; and this TIou~~c 1'Iill "li8h to ac.:lm01dedce the !Jpiri i; 

in \lhic11 he has aGreed to remain in officc .until the J. eci s l a tion h2~3 b een 

~ 0. \ ' tl t t h t bl lin the 0ilcl L' th h ' enac·~e. ',e erea y recre a - 'i'i'0 ,·rere un3. . e to 1'0!;.CJl <lcreomen\, 'iH ~T:l. 

In the l as t resort hOT!lGver reS1J0l.1sibility rests 1dth t he United King'dom Goverlrlent 

and Parliament; and 1'10 should be abdica tin~ tha t r esponsi bili ty if in thin 

cri tical si illation 1-10 did not take the action lihich l1 0 believed to be riCht . 
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