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CONCLUSIONS OF A MEETING OF THE JOn~T SECURITY COr-U.fiTTEE HELD ON THURSDA.! 
3 FEBRUARY 1972 n~ srORNONT CASTLE AT 10.30 Ali 

PRESENT: The Prime Minister (in the Chair) 
The Minister of State at the Ministry ot HOIlle Affaire 
The Senior Parliamentary Seoretary at the Ministry of 

Hame Affgirs 
The GOO 
The Chief Constable 
The Seoretary to the Cabinet 
The Government Security Adviser 
The UK Representative 
The Security Liaison Officer 
The Assistant Chief Constable Crime Special Branch 

ALSO PRESEnT: The Secretary to the Police Authority 
Mr C P Hihray 
The Deputy Secretary to the Cabinet 
r·1r D Gilliland 
Nr B Cummings 
The Press Officer to the Prime Ninister 

r·lr T A Cromey 

1 • SPECIAL BRAHCH ASSESSI-IENT FOR TEE P1aUOD ENDED 2 FEBRUARY 1972 

The Assistant C~ief Constable Crime Special Bran~ oonfirmed the arrival in 

Dublin of a supply of short arms and automatic weapons from the oontinent for 

the use of the Brady IRA. Ro mentioned also that recent detentions included 

3 explosives officers, one of them a top man, and that intelligence gleaned 

sugg~sted that the tightor controls over explosives on both sides of the Border 

had bitten into the terrorists' supply lines. 

2. SCREDUL:!l 0:&' I NCIDENTS AnD SITUATIOl~ REPORT 

No particular comment. 

3. 'I']El!.:K-El\l) MARCHES 

Dungannon: The 'Lhief ConstabJ&. reported a successful security operation. 

The Square in Dungannon ha d been kept clear to prevent eonfrontation~ 

and outside Dungannon the March had been brOken up and forced to 

take to the fields. Six persons had been identifiaq, ;for 

prosecution ODd 5 had been arrested for disorderly behaviour. 

Londonderry: The GOC said the Army report Qn this operation had been fully 

presented in the House of Commons at iiestminster. Lord llidgery 

would be holding a preliminary sitting on 11 February and a first 

formal sitting on 15 February, probably in Londonderry. 
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Tlw GOC had been concerned about a report that poliee had been 

refused admittance to Altnagelvin Hospital on the Sunday, ~dth 

consequent loss of vital evidence (swabs etc), and that the Press 

had eventually been admitted next day before police had been able 

to intcrvie'\'T the people w'ho had been injured, to the pre judice of 
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ltei~ in~c btiG~tior~ Inquirie s r eveal e d tha t only patients 

r equiring treatment ha d be on admitte d on t:le Sunday, and tha t 

1'1hilo the Press had in f a ct been admitted on tho Nonday there 

loTUS no que stion of the police having beon refused admittance. 

It "Ta s felt nevertheless that some advice might be offered 

ad.Llinistratively by the Hinistry of Health &"1d Socia l Services 

to the effe ct t he. t ill this sort of si tua. tioa the Press should not 

be a dni tte d "Tithout clear ance from the police. 

The GOC expressed gra tifica tion for the support the Army had 

r e ce ived from the Gove rl1ffient and indeed from membe r s of the public. 

4. FO~'t'rHCOHING 8VENTS 

It \'Ta s still not certain t~18.t the NICRA r.Iarch in Newry on Sunday lwuld go ahead 

as planned. The probability wa s that it "Tould and security arrn.ngements were 

be ing ma de accordingly, though in the absence of precise informa tion about plans 

for tho Earch this could not be done in nny detail at this stnge. The basic 

plan uill be to provent assembly in t ho various Housing Esta tes ( ,'Thore it seems 

tho mnrchors .rill forega ther) and so keep the Harch fra gmcmted. The centre of 

the town will be ringed off by means of fixed ba rriers. In anticipa tion of a 

mass influx of illnrche rs froD a ll parts Horth and South road che cks 'rill be 

esta blished in advance of the ueek-end a nd, if circUDstanc e s justify it in 

particula r areas, cross-border roods will be totally blocke d ( "Tithout notice). 

I nforma tion available to da te a bout trnins froD Dublin on Sunday suggeste d that 

t he r G 1'fill be no ne e d to interfe re \1i th r ail traffio. 

The ba l nnce of a rgUDent wa s against having official obGervers in nttendance. 

The t e TI1S of a public mmouncene nt fron the CoLlI'li ttce about the proposed Harch 

were agr eed a s fo1101-1s:-

"'1:11e Joint Security CoDLlittoe at its Noo til1g this morning considere d the 

proposed Narch in Hewry on Sunday next. 

The conmuni ty is agnin roBinde d that, w'hile thore a r e numerous me ans of 

expressing vie ws or of demonstrating opinion uhich a re entirc ly wi thin the 

l aw, any nnrch or procession is cO j,ltrary to l a w and measures must and l'1ill 

be taken to dea l with any broa ch l1 

Arrangements w'ill be made for a specia.l Court on Honda y to deal 1'lith any cases 

arising from the event, a nd prosecutions on identification "rill bo speeded up 

a s much a s possible. 

I nforma tion about I1Disruption Dayl1 on 9 Februnry na s very limited as yet. 

5. SQUA'l"TIHG 

Nr r·lilwu,;y: spok~ to n Pape r vThich h:1. d been circula t ed on the problem of squa tting. 

The Corillilitteo acc~piTd tho vic ... of the Chic f Constable, supported by the GOC, that 

be cause of t ne pre s ent heavy connitIilents of manpo1'Te r -the tiLle was not opportune 
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for dealing uith the problem. 

6 0 GEHERAL 

A ADV;;:;RTISENEJlTTS RE1J· ... 'rr ~~G TO NAil.CEES: The~OC r a ised tlw natter of possible 

legal action against those res) onsible for ~1dvGrtising illega l 1I..8.11ches. 

The GSA indica ted tn.l. t he had a lready GuoLlitted tho point for legal advice. 

B FUEL CRISIS: A Paper prop2.rod by the Ministry of COlll!!le rce "\-laS t abled for 

infoThiation. It nas agreed t ha t thore .-rore no security objections to the 

moasures proposed. 

'di th r ofercmce to tho danaged i n tor-connoctor "\-li th the Irish Republic (Para 7 of 

Papor) it 1'ms accepted tha t since the conne ction could be broken just a s easily 

from the Eire side of tho Border Aro.y protection for a repairod connector "\-,ould 

bo pointless. 
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