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NORTMIlN I RI::lu\ND CONiMISSION 

The tv{enty-ninth mee ting of the Northern Irel and Commission was held a t S tormon t 
Castle on Monday , 5th February 1973 . 

The attendance of members ViaS as f ollows : -

Secretary of State , in the Chair 

Mr T Conaty 

Mr A E Gibson 

Professor N Gibson 

Mr N Kennedy 

Sir Robin Kinahan 

Mrs A Malone 

Mi ss S Murnaghan 

Mr J H Nicholl 

Mr J O'Hara 

Mr R B Price 

Mr R D Rols t on 

The Secretary of State apologised fOI' his unavoidable absence from the j.ast 
meeting of the Commission and for his absence on the previous Monday. 

MINU'I1:ES OF PHEVI OUS MEETING 

A reply to t he Commission was requested on the RUC matter referred to on page 2 
( para 2). 

THE CUlliiENT S ITUATION 

The Secretary of State expressed his deep concern at the recent spa~e of sec-ca.ri 8.::1 
murders . He had always felt that s ome thing like this might happen in the run up 
,to the Border Poll and the publicab on of the Villi te Paper, but he hact nat expe8 ted. 
it so soon. I t wa s particularly difficult to catch assassins \'!ho f ired. from moter 
cars, and he Vlould consider any new s 1.,~ggestions . He appreciated. the irn:por"ta.'1ce uE 
being seen to act impartially agains t all terrori.sts a nd, in this r espect , hi s 
ac tions would speak 10 ~.~deI' than words . 

The Secretary of State informed members t hat he intended to make a major speech 
to the Press Club on Tuesday and indi ca ted tha t he was cons ic.ering the possjbility 
of making a televisi on appearance on 'I1uesday evening . 

In d.is cuss ion of the IT ew Lodge Road shootings, the Secretary of State o t.;.-;;lined tfle 
explanation ','lbich had been given ,,0 him and ',7hich, on the bash; of iDe :wailable 
evi.dence , he felt had t he rin~: of truth abou.t it . One P.10:7lber sugrcsted th:.l,t c::': 
C:;.lter!l3.tive Gxplanat5.oY'. of tll"? inci dent , from a r e l iable source , cast doubT, l.~P()f: 

the v ersion su-pplied. -to the Secretary of S t;:.:., te. Another :nember, 'I j_ -::ho-~d; J~.akirJG 
sides between the t','iO versions, s"!.icJ th2.t it Vias ui;~ast:rGus th2.t tll) A:c';f:~{ shoul:l 
h a,Ye ki J.led so rldny , jus t ,~[te~ thE:J:'c h2~d been a v;aV2 of aGs2.ssina:L.::m; 0: 
CathoJ.iC :3 . 0:1 othr;;:c occ2sions the Army -lieT>? fi:::'CCI o:~ "'..'1d (he. not :: ~ et:'::"':"'n :j_::.'~,:. 
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People in the area would continue to believe that the men were unarmed in opposition 
to the Army's version of events. 

UDA 

There was discussion on the advisability of detaining leading members of the lTDA 
at this time. It vias suggested that r ecent statements by the UDA Vice-chairman 
appeared able to r egulate the number of sectar.ian killings and wel.'e an admission 
that the UDA were importing illegal arms into the country. But it was r e cognised 
that many other factors could account for the recent increase in murders and t hat 
the consequences of acting against the UD1\. leadership were likely to be s erious. 

Some membGrs felt that, at this time , there would be no purpose in proscribing the 
UDA since its members would simply re-form in alternative organisations. Other 
members considered that the important point was that the security forces should be 
used equally and impartially against extremists in both sections of the com.rnunity. 
The recent demonstration by loyalist extremists outside RUC headquarters was cited 
as one example of the unA behaving as though they were beyond the law. There were 
suggestions that the Secretary of State should make regulations under the Special 
Powers Act to revoke gun licences held by prominent UDA lead.ers , prosecute UDA 
men when they organised parades or usurped the flllctions of the police and order 
the security forces to return fire when they were fired on by Protestant snipers. 

The Secretary of State said that in addition to the illegal UVF and the UDA there 
were other loyali s t organisations such as the Red Hand of Ulster Commandos ana. the 
Vanguard Service Volunteers. If the UDA was proscribed its membership could transfel 
to fume or to new organisations. 'rhe presGnt prime objective was to identify t hos e 
people 1:,;ho · .. Tere r esponsj.ble for taking part in, or organising, the assassinati ons 
and to act against them. After the demO:)l1stration outside RUC Headquarters the U...JA 
a.nnounced that they had been promised a meating with the GOC. 'Tlhis was quite 
untrue and had since been denied by the GOC. In fact the demonstration was intenciec:t 
to demand c.:ertain privileges for UDA men detained in police headquarters. But each 
demand vias met with the reply that the law v"ould take its course . rrhe Secretar'T of 
State also explained that troops had not returned fire during the rioting in East 
Belfast r ecently because they had been unable to i dentify their targets clearly. 
In riot situations it was imperative that troops identify their targets before 
opening fire on sniper s. Vfuere this could be done the troops would have no 
,hesi t.ation in returning the fire of Protestant snipers. 

Concern was expressed about the lack of protection available for Catholic famili es 
threatened by the UJ)A in t he Loughview and Redburn Est2,tes in Holywood. Catholic 
f3.'uili es had already been driven out of the Knocknagoney Estate by the UDA 'lvhich 
was now extending its activities into the Redburn and Loughview Estates. But local 
residents were convinc:ed that the UDA could be resisted if the security forces 
provided the minimum amount of support. The SecretaL"J of State saic. that he would 
look into this matter and see what could be done. 

In this context there was a renewed reference to the de facto letting of houses by 
the Ul.,A aTld the E'.A . The Secretary of State said that both he arid. t he Eousine 
ExecutiVE; v/ere cons id.ering ways of tacklinp this serious problem. :5'or obvi.o~ 
r easons it rJ8.S prefera»le t o prevent squat~ing in u...'1finished. houses rather than to 
evict squatters once they had [,ot in. Perhars the best way to deal \'/.i t11 t;1e p:cohlE:D 
Vias to se l ec t an area, possibly outside 13(~lfast , where police po':rer and "t,;18 

Honsing :Sxecutive! s authori ty could be easily enforcetl . Once t his \"las seen to be 
done it sbol,ld be pc,ss.ibl e to tack=.A the p:coblem in the more diffic:;l t 3J~.Q. 

sensitive a.reas. 
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SECURITY MEASURES 
I 

The pos~ibility of i mposing further securHy measure s was considered an d it was 
general:)_y agreed that those who advocated martial law had litt l e conceptiol: of 
its implica tions . The Secretary of S tate said t hat martial l aw was meaningless 
in the ~ense tha t it would confer no powers on the Government that it did not 
have t~e abi lity to exercise a lready if it so decided. 

I 
It was suggested that stiffer and f irmer penalti es should be imposed on those 
convicted of serious crimes. There were also suggestions that a curf ew should 
be placed on the movement of cars in selected areas, that licensed weapons should 
be called in and that the security forces should prevent shots being fired at IRA 
and DnA funeral s . Though it was difficult for l aymen to assess military needs, i t 
was felt that. an increase in the number of troops might prevent a fu:r:ther spate of 
sectarian assassinations . 

The Secretary of S tate indicated that severe penal ties were now being imposed and 
he pointed out t hat s ince the beginning of J anuary, 60 people had been conv::cteCi. 
of serious crimes and sentenced to a total of 292 years. Curfews were generally 
ineffective because so many exceptions had to be granted . They were also prodigal 
of manpower and they could involve the exposure of troops as sitting targets in 
difficul t areas. The Secretary of State indi cated that he could r equire l icensed 
weapons to be tested ballistically and that he could take powers to r evoke 
licences. But the basi c problem was the munber of unlicensed, rather than 
licensed, weapons and he di d not want to unduly alarm those peo:ple who lived 
in isolated areas and who needed licensed weapons for their protection. 

Referring to UIlA and IFill funerals the Secretary of State explained that because of 
the emotional nature of these events they were not rega.rded as occasions on y; jch 
the troops should interfere. The Secre tary of State said that addi tional troops 
were available if required. But he pointed out the constrdnts which had to be 
considered when requesting them and he questioned whether an increase in the 
number of troops could effectively prevent further sectarian ffitITders . 

There was a suggestion that a survey of Belfast should be undertaken to see if any 
roads that were not in frequent use could be permanently closed to traff i c. 1'his 
could reduce the arteries of escape open to sectarian murderers ope:!:ating from 
cars. The Secretary of state indicated that t his s uggestion would be given further 
Qonsideration. 

VISIT TO MAZE PRISON 

~rhe four members of the deputation indicated their intention to submit papers on 
their visi t to the Maze Prison and it vvas agreed that tllG papers should be 
cir culated and discussed at the next mee ting of the Cownission. 

The Secre t ary of S tate expressed gratitude for an indication that since the 
authori t i es had made ",ome change in their f,ea:rch procedures i t had been possible 
to ini tiate a move tOVla:rds the resumption of visits o He said t ha t urgent paX'oJ.e 
caGes Nould be con~ idered by himself or one of his :lI:inis ters and t !o..at if they erred. 
it VIas usually on the side of l eniency. 

OTHI'll MATfERS 

The possibility of increasj.nrr the numbeX' of Ca-i:holics in the UDE was discl.:.2sed . 
It ,vas pointed out that ever"'..r effort "'Ias being mad.e -~o achieve ih::'s but a cJoubt 
was expressed about -the utility of thp. Gxercjse. ThE' Secretary of Si.2.te said 
that, in ;<:;ene:::::'al , it was impo:::::,tar:.t t hat Catholics should be g':vcn ~ and shcmld. 
acccpt~ every cha.nce oi' T,la;rLnr; an 2.ct1 v " role .i:1 thc Ii fe of thc COl!l'7ltmi ty-" 
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The feasibility of bringing people with extreme republician viev/s back to normal 
politics was consider ed import ant especially since the Republican Clubs and the 
Official I EA seemed to be interested in moving in this direction. The Secretary 
of State indicated that consideration was being given t o this possibility. 

'The point was made that it was in the interes t of extremist factions to prevent 
the Border Poll and the local govcrlli~ent elections taking place. The Secretary of 
State assured the Commission that both the Border Poll and the local government 
elections would take place on the dates set for them . 

Qt-estions were asked about whether the public were sufficiently encouraged to 
use the confj.dential telephone and about ".'Ihy t he Task Force vias unarmed. rrhe 
Secretary of State replied that the confidential telephone was used extensively 
and was well publicised. 'rhe 'l'ask Force was unarmed because it was primarily 
engaged in police work. But the Task Force did carry arms with them in their 
vans and they had been successful in preventing assassinations in East Belfast 
until the outbreak of last week. 

Members expressed their appreciation of the courage of the Army officer who had 
defused the bomb planted in the petrol tanker in Belfast on the previous 
Saturday. 

Northern Ireland Office 

8th February 1973 
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