1. The Northern Ireland Execulive Mos becn engopged for moany weeks in careiul
consideration of the matters covered by the Sumiinpgdale Communizuc. Th
3

involved detailed preparabtory verk by officicls, and discussions with the otlior

pcu' Licipants in the Conference; the United Kingdom and Irish Governmentsa.

2. Througnout these discussions, the Excculive bas hind constantly in mind the
—~ 7
following matiers:-
(2) The Executive itself, commanding as it docs the confidence of the
v Assenbly elected in June 19723, is determined to continue to act unitedly for
the benefit of the whole llorthern Ireland communily throughout the lifetise
of that Assembly, which expires in 19??/?8. A
(b) The Exccutive is convinced that the constitutionsl setilement enbodicd
in the Horthern Ireland Comstitution Act 1973, and the Sunpingdsle Comaunicue,
represents the only means open to secure the progress of Morthern Ireland
i:- through the co-cperation of-all sections of our communitby, rathcr {han o

the inherently wistoble basis of dominconce by any section of Llhe community.

Accordingly it is determined to stand firmly by that settlement.

(¢) The Executive, kouwever, recognises the difficulty of sccuring generdl

public sapport for the new constitubional arvangements in a siluation of

)
o

continuing violence; and it iu for precisely thet reason t"u. Those opuosed
such arrangenents continue to use violonce.. while there can be no iustant
solutions tu this problem, it is apprecisted that in the lons term the new

arrangenents are bound to be judpged by the contributiorn which they make io

pesce and sltability.

(@) The essence of detniled further developaent, in sceordanse with the bro:
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Tealend iteel P, g as betwoen Horoh Hey Ty Ireland. At pust . 3
be the objectivd to preowote Such confjdence by makiing propress on the bisis ol

Lhe gereral congent of the peuple.

S« It ds agrinst this buckpround that. the Exeoulive has now apreed the bauis un

to %he Council of Irelond.

which it is prepared toproceed in re:lation

P
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k. fThe Brecutive stinds united iy by the principles cabodied in the Suaningdale

Communinue a2e the baris for a developseat of mubtusd tmst and confidonce and looks

for consent set oub slbove,

to thedr dmplesentslion i zec ordanse with-the necd

teen
5. It s therefore/fdecided 1 o seek an eurly mecting with ihie olher parties to the

seussions to decide wpon furlher progress lowsrds the impdesentat

\us

Sunningds 1@ o5

of ihe agreed (oytunitue as I ollows.
A,

PHASE One

6. Following such decinion. the Northern Ireland Erecutive and the Ir_: sh Coveriment
would forthwith eush nomin ate seven members to a Council of Ministers which would
act, as agreed at Sunningd: de, only on the basis of complete wnaniaity.

' ‘\J;.
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7. 'The Council ©of Ministers would provide the forum for cons 1tution, cosepern

LIS

0 Corernent nrolntio 147

cand co.r-rdination of action between the L4 ceulive and Ue 1ri

-1 a2 3 (s M i peavonm T ek sonae i TP ot - ] L O] ' *
thee economic and mocinl mattors below, which have been identificd in aecopssnse wich)

the following criteria set ont in perasraph 8§ of ihe

Bunningdrie Communt

taon ol senree: skills, experiise g

(1) wio cehieve &1 ¢ best

;)ﬁ
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(2) to aveid, in Lhe Inficresis of cvonoay srd efTicieney, MAkECGLORYY

duplicetion of eiiort; and

(3) 1o ensure comtplesientary rather thaw competitive effort whore T Yo
the advanvuge of apriecultture; gommerce and isdustey
e
D Tourism
Carlingford Lough
7 Iough Foyle Vi
studies into possible joint incdusiriul projects
Sludy of future cnergy needs and resources
CGeological Survey
Aspects of trade prozotien
Cross-Border drainapge _ o

Plant amd Animal health

Horse-racing, bloodoltock, and greyhounds
Co.operation in Cross-Border planning
Conzervation

Harine resources

Electricity Ceneration and distribution
Inland Vaterweys

Cross-Dorder reilvays

Crogs-Border ro2ads and bridges
Historic Buildings

Yollution

Sport

Lopects of heulth and socinl welfare

(4] - LI L) - . LR S T - oy i
Ge The Courncil of Hinisters would andert-ile thoso respoasinilitics ia relstion to

£ ) o o 1}
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Sumningds e Communinue, .
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D The Council of Ministers wonrld moet ol athernate vennus jfloeth oand Sourdhs
10. Tor the purpose of servicing meetings of the Coungil of Mindnters and for tta
efficient discharge of its buuiness; it would aupoint staff on scecontnent fron ths

I

LoveTINen G,

L

/ Northers. Ireland Bxeentive and the Lrisl

GECOID PRASE

11. TFurther pteps in implementation of the Summingdale Y,
and-}

Compnunique would be ftulien only after a test of the opinion of the Northern Irelan’

electorate.

12. The babis for this test wonld be the next Cenerel Election to trne HNorthern

4

: Irclend Assembly (fe that vhich will be dwe under the Constitution Act in 1977/7L).

a
Ll

1%. ‘Theresfter, those elements of Sunningdzle not incorporsted in the steps
described in paragraphs U-10 above would be activated with the consgent of the

Assenbly. In particular, thkese steps would include the following,

1k,  Assembly legislalion would be introduced from tize to tinme to provide for {le

transfesr of functions Irom existing Departments and authorities to the Couneil of

15+ The Council of Hinisters would proceed to the appointment of a Secretary

General. and of any Ifurther staifl regquired in the light of such transicrs of furctisns

16, Provision would be madg for the nomination of members of the Assembly :nd Duil

Lo the Consuliative Zssemdbly,

17. The Council of ifinisters would determine the locution of & permanent hes

quarters.
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