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The I1inister of Co, meree reported t. at three plants ';ere \lorking ct B-llylu;nford 

'lnd t'~at talks were t king place with st ff. If these fai ed it 'L.S hoped t at 

cer.ior staff could m-nage to keep o.e of the plants in o ... eration. Gas supplies in 

the el:ast Rrea were now cut o::'f 'Jut ninirnucl pressure, for safety reasons, i' s 

being ~Lint-ine • 

.M. "'1ess,'ge from .ir :3 ease 'las discusse "nd action wns agreed on each of the points 

-"0 110 '.is ; 

( .,) Infornation Oper tions oom - t lC dinif.. ter of Infor:.1 tion h<....d elreDd~r 

&cted to Get t:lis going n to 'lke ure 0-" 10(;Sll of i cee 0" the 

Dep~rt e.,t 0: Tea t. nd Sociu. ~ervices. 

(1 Hourly bulletin - to be ~.Jut in all in 0 ju ction 'lith the n.!.)c. 

(r) ire '3rie;~de r-;)cciC'll ""rrc ngcllents no .:;ifie to'1r I ernoha 0 f t'-e 

rire Cerviee ~or rllo~ tion 0 Jetrol to essential inten- nest" t'f. 

Cd) '-'<-tby 001s nel li· ctic -" )0 s - in "onn rltion to e put out to overcome 

loc~l ' o~L ges . 

C~) ~a Is - takeover of foo distribution y IR. The Iinister of 

. e;ricu:i ture to exp'ore the pas ihi1itv o~ cour:er 'lct~on 

y is Iepart1ent. 

1'1 .."urL er is u) ion iIini. .. ters ere invi tec' to 'Y'e er to the Chie f • i nister £ 1~ 

.suGGestion 'Jhereby .Iinisters Lo Fere not _ L ectly .t'fected by the situation ib~lt 

be g ea to ' e1 other "linisters ho were . 

The Chie. i:inister then referred to t'1e oi plan an t'w need ':;0 ensure that 

continuous il;for;nation s .ould be given' out it to the pu lic, Dnd t lat it s.oule 

be cortinuously presented a~ the Executive's pl-p to en~ure maintenance 0 an 

essentin:i service , not as an instrument 0 ~ strike-b:reah.:ing. "ressr ge, 1 'ere coming i. 

from ~n increasing num er of sources - emp oyerp, the ~a~ ers' Union and 

il f uenti' 1 l·eop e in ~ 11 'o.lks of life "s .ing tho.t there should be so:;']e communication 

w~ ~ the strikers . :e 'ld just that mornin· attended the final part of a meeti'1g of 

the Permanent Secretaries and had received a factual appraisal of the state of t'1e 

service"" for Jhich Departr:1cnts iJere r?sponsible. 

It seemed to him in the light of the messages coming in and of the situation reports 

now ~v i' e t'w.t t'le Exccutive needed to look ahe"'d . 
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between t:11king and allo ling the economy I) t 1e Province to colh pse the Executive 

could be forced to trllk "ron [ "'Ie'lcer pOf"ition. It W',s '.is vievi t 11[t the Executive 

s ou d consider the use of Gome inde~endent bodJ or person to estabJish the facts of 

tl~.e situation an. the c ttitudes 0" t:"e people involved. 

There "las further discusf'ion uring \Ihich Hinisters genern'ly su ported the 

suggestion tl 1:' t ,>ome w y shou d be foun to CO"1r1Unicate with the stri cers . It was 

e'1plL sised ho\vever thut c re \Tould ave to be tc::.ken to ensure that t e Executive did 

not appear to be weakening the ~ositior ta en by the Secret~ry of St-te, nor to be 

paving the \-Iay for tte IR' to press successfu ly for talks with them. 

The Secret;ry sucgested a form of st-tement to be issued immediately by the Executive • 

. ith sone CJnendments to meet the \/ishes of in ivi r1ual :!inisters, this was "'greed as 

follows: 

The ITorthern Ireland Executive met this c fternoon to consider the present 

situation . 

The Executive received re orts on tlle steps taken to implement their decision 

to establis. under effective Govermnent control a system for the storage and 

distribution of petrol and oil to essenti- ' users, and welcomed the strong 

support receive from the UK Govern~ent in putting this system into effect. 

It was the clear duty of the Government to maintcin and protect essenti~l 

services. 

Hinisters '1oted with satisfaction the continued reiteration by the UK 

Government of its unswerving support for the system of power-sharing 

guaranteed by the Constitution Act. They stressed that - despite any false 

impression to the contrary - they and indeed the Parties represented in the 

Coalition were and always had been prepared to discuss any political matter 

within their competence with other elected representatives. 

Any absence of dialogue between elected r.Jembers of the Assel1bly Wl.S not to be 

laid at the Executive ' s door. 

Dffice of the Executive 
",tormont 

30 liay 1974 
2. 


	proni_OE-2-31_1974-05-27_p1
	proni_OE-2-31_1974-05-27_p2
	proni_OE-2-31_1974-05-27_p3

