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The SeGret,u'y' "f Sta.te hJ.d asked the ;:>DLP to the Cc-.stle for an excha n(1"c of vie,lS on 

the Gi -tud ion crt' ated 0.Y trw llV,. c82.seftre-

Politica l 

After some init:i. 1 light-he c,xted references to the i ncide!'11; l·jith Dr Pcd.s Jey? the 

Secretary of State stressed that there had br~8r. n o nO(1"otiati ons or oonsider i.ct ioll 

of pr:.. poc·, ls eithor 1:Jith t he clergymen fre-m reiJ.~de or lo; ith the main church le,"-o.or8 . 

The IItA had called the ce ase fire bec<:.use they had lost tho support of the Cdthulic 

comn:unity especially since th'3 Birwine;ham bombillGs 2.r.d the 0 ' Connell cpeech. ~h'W 

h ad als r) suffered hec::.vy a-tt:6tion from the Security l"orces, ",,1 though the3' c01J.l~ nc,t 

be said t o h~~3 been beaten. 

r·l r J"i tt sai d tha t tbe Secre ~ 2X'Y of State had pl. c::.;yed h i s hand. very "'ell so f a r b'.rt the 

present situat i on ~as delica.t e . He pressed for t he release of detainees . '11 ilst 

o.etention remai!lect. there \"ould still be &.n el~.nent of support for the nVi . ?8S~G::~ 

depended on the response of the Catholic popul a tion and if by r eleas ing a nurnbe-r 

of de t ainees I t he Secretary of State sho\]eti that it l'ms the UU \1ho 1'!Gr'e preventin~ 

further r e leas es by their cD1IJpaign of violence I th.e Catholics Houl d turn eVGn furtller 

a1!RY frOIfl them. AgreeinG, r'~l' J)evlin said that the longer the ce a sefire coul d be 

maint a ined, the mor e pressure 1·:ould. be put on the IRA to put an end. to violence <"~Old ·tt ", 

more·d.ii:·f'i~ult it ~ ... ould be for them to {'e-start. A r eleflse of ~letaineef3 bele.co 

16 J anuar;-,r :vould not create a Protestant backlash. The only re a l opponent of N~le 2.G cs 

was Paisley i ~jeb+ 2.nd Cra i g accepted the inevitable . h'hen pressed by J,'lr OrlT.e I 

iYir Fi tt said thd he 'was thinking of t he possi~::'e release of a 100 Catholics ancl 2.11 " 

the Protestant o.e'~ainees 2.8 a reasonable firI'1)X'e. The more re l eases t he more 

re sponsibility would be placed on the IRA to maint ain t he cec::.se fire so t hat u0hers 

could be released. I·1r ]{um8 said th 2.t in Lond.onde rry, of ,~ll 1;1>e detainees relefl.sed, 

only t wo h:v1 bec:,""~ re-:i.nvolved .. 1f.ar..y hac. tJOi(Je to him to express t heir resentment 

at the restrictions p l a cp.d on t hem by th.3 IHA in the r,1aze. 'J:here ','as a n-:al \-"a.I' 

,.,;earL'less. 
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'rhe other main a r_ a of response 1,,'<..:,8 to 10','ior -l;he :)Y'my profile in Ul'ban are:i.s. If tJ-:e 

or(Hn:.~r;y member of the public oo~11d. Gee a reI axa:ti,)Yl in the /,rnIY's polic or: so ':.rollin ;' 

a.nd (~'.l.ost ioninet he Ie/ould c.,ppreoiate the c:,d'iLtntac:efJ of a continuation of the c8'~2.efirc. 

Mr IIume <:1180 I.,Iarned. th::.t the huni:;er strike ~d Crumlin HOCld Prison I'J<.t,S very 0'-1'\:;01'cu8 . 

The Secretary of ~)t?:te si.1:i.(~ th,~t he had. this point very much on board.. 

l'ir Pitt said that i n the longer torm there \10uld have to be movement on rel e3.sinc 

Special Ccdeeory prisoners. Cbviously t l1ere could be no general armesty ,~nd he 

realisod the p~li tied diff i culties invol vecl. !~evertheless he felt th<:1t selected 

releases could. be lO<:1de by margin111 reductions in f>entence 0 f.!:' Devl in said t)1<~t the 

parole si,;heme sh</i.l.ld -""3 ad.opte.J. The Protestc:.nt para-JIliJ.i to.ry orG ~;J1is:1tion3 

were divided against Dr Paisley, in that they ,,"anter1 the re l ease of their men. ·J.~.is 

split h Etel ':0 be enuolu'aged . 

The 0ecretClry of State r a ised. t he possibil:'..ty of om arms amnesty but the dele.:;-ation 

questione cl its effectiveness - Protestants would. never hand in their iVeapons - and 

sai d that nOI'/ 1'1",8 n ot the right time . 

Const itut i onal Convent ion 

i;Jr Devlin o.rb'..~8d. for the pos t ponement of thr, Gcy.v ,ntion elect :i ons . 'l'he ,'ct.l' i om: ):-1':'t ie~: 

Vlere stiH ontrenchetl in their pol i tic.:1.l pOfli ti '_IlS and he urged tlJG ;:lecr etc-:.:r,Y of :Ji;~,:Le 

to encourage polit ical d i alogue between the part i es . \. i thout such a di<~logue f thiE' 

me ant t he mistakes of 1973 Hould be repeated. The SDLP !-lanted to find comlOOl, 

ground. !-lith the other part ies but he , r.Tr TJevl i :n , \Vas not prepa:ced to enter cl. 

politica l s l anging mat ch . The moment the election date was ann ounced a ll di a~()?;u.c 

would cease. The ~3ecretary of State said that the Protestant s vlere Ivell alvc..re of 

the problem anu. Here just as concerned as t he SDLP about t he potenti a l ayali ty of' 

their backbenchers . Both he and 1'11' Orme stre8sed that t he s t ance of t he sur P 

would be crucial to the success of the Convention. 

Fina lly the Secret ary of St a te sug{:,'ested tha t the ;·.;DLP miCht find it to t heir advantage 

to have discus::; ~. OY1 S vii th the political parties in \.'estminster i a Duggest ior! Hhioh 

\'las l'eadil;y a c cept ed. 

The mee ting ~Jas f:ciend.ly and good natured. 

~ ~{~~,;":---- -
A ~ lIUC'KL'S 
Pri vate :3ecreiar,y 

15 J anuary 1975 
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