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PIRA CEASSFIRZ . . - o 1

WOTS OF A MESTING HELD AT L.00 Pl Ou TUZ3DAY 21 JANUARY IN

UHoal GoOACs STRSs, LU GR Sud

Yresert: Secreizry of State My Jrzes Molyn-~auy P
- ¥r E J Jordan b

2. The ostensibls mupose of the meeting, which had been cnlled

at the Secretary of State!s request, was 1o enable the Secasta
of State te brief Mr Nolymeaux about recent developnents
affecting he FIRi cacsefirae; the roal purpose was through bin 1.0
veassurs lovalizt FiPs, some of whew bad been shawing signs of
discontent et the most rocent developments involving Valks with
formerly proscribed organisatiors.

TR FACTS OF THE SINUATICH

2. The Secretary of State explained the Government's policy over
the PIRA ceasefiyre and drew Er Eolyneaux's attention t¢ tue twe

. Statements which he had issued last Sunday. She Secretary of

¥a

State zaigd that be believed the PIRL vere i their lcowest ebh but
it would be guite wrong to think thot they wire defeated or could
not mount Further effective offensive acticens. fThe Seerevary o
Stat> haa no icvention of bartering batches of detainses to cutain
temporary eyrinmions of the ceasefire. The iwo tranches of
relezses since christmas khad nctin fact relcased as many of Fould
have been »elipswed AT dotzinees nad been appearing before tae
Cormissioners oa appeal. ihe PIRA's Stalexment listed © reasons
why kev felt it right not to ertend the ceasefire ~ these wore
gither completely false or had erotessuely exaggerated the nature
and siznificance of certain events, The Secretary of Staie geve

a detailed rotui®al of the PiRA‘s allegations, He stresged that
theyve were no nezatiztions between the Govermment and ihe PIRA
but, &5 expluined in his St@leseont in the House last week, H1O
officizls were meeting representatives firom 2 wide range oF
de-proseribed crmamisations, irom beth sides of the commumity, 1o

learn their vicws znd to explain Government policy. The suttorities

in the Scuth ware now takirz pore effcctive steps o harass ihe
PIRA *here. She British Cuvernment took steps to keep the Irish
Covernment informed of policy sud, Tor example, gave ihex siailar
Bavance notice of State~cats.to e made in the House as was given
to the lesders of ke various pasdies at Vesiminster. :

3. Nr Holynemw thernked the Secretary of State for his
comprebonsive briefing. He coumented that it was betier for RIO
officials te Tallk divectly to paramilitary orgenisations raiZer
than te rely on tuird parties, vhich cculd be “danmgerous®. Be said
that etthousn be wes perfectly sstisfied that the Seeretary of
State and his officials were net ci_aging in ¥negotistions® toe
UULC would find it difficult to accopt the distinction belweln
baopoviations® nad fpaplamations®, yporticuloriy os tize wanl on.

Fr rolyncaux accepted that discussions with these orgonisations
mast by definitiss be rather drawn out but this could he
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misinterpreted as constituting detarled negotiations. It migui
help tn 2efuse the situation if mectings with paramilitery

e organications could de placed on a regular ond routine basis.

Mr Lolyneaux said that the Wlster Unionists had received indirect
messages from the Dublin Government urging them *not to rocx the
boat" at this decisive stage.

RUNOUNS ASOUT T SITUATION

4. The Secretnry of State said that there had been a plethora of
totally uniounded rumours, which had been widely published in the
press if indeed some of them have not originzsted in the pedia,
about variocus aspects ~I the (sic) negotiations between the
Government and the PIRA. There had also been many rumours altout
who was suppeossd to be playing the role of intermedieries in there
tnegotiations®. He assured Mr Holyneaux that there was no truta
whai.soever in the Iollowing cenard: that the Prime Minister o
intervened personaliy in the situation over the weekend, that the
Cabinet had had major discussions on Northerm Irelsnd policy ihat
perning, that the Secretary ol State bhad intended to reiease a
further B0-100 detzinees and had intended to withdraw {1wo
battalions fiom Hortheran Ireland.

5. MNr MNolyneaux said that at a meeting on Monday of the ULCCC

.Dr Paisley had repeated the story of the Prire Hinisier's
intervention and had also clajimed thet he had firm evidenc: ihzat
the GOC bad tenderedbis resignation because of differences with ths
Secretary of State but hed retractcd aiter pressure froz the HID.
Mr Molyneaux said be was well awarz of how ciese the relations
were in fact between the COC and the Secretary of State.

STATUS OF MENBERS OF THE CONVENTION

6. FKr Nolyneaux sald he was slightly worried about the impreszion
which Captain Ardill seemed to have gathered from his recent
_meeting with the Sscrelary of Stats in Belfest, He was claiming
that “embers of the Conventiorn would have “the same powvers,
privileges and rights of access 1o departnments as hed been enjoysd
by FHembers of the Stormont Parliament and Asseumbly.® I Folymeoux
was particwizrly concerned about arrangements for referring npatiers
to ihe Commissioner for Cemplaints in Forthern Ireland, who had
SR agreed that once the Assembly was prorogusd, he would accspt
references from ¥estminisier FPs. Fr Eelynesux was worried aboud
' the danger of crossed wirss. The Secretery of State explained that
: vhat hie nad sajy £5 Csptainm Ardill was that although lMembers of the
nventicn were in no sense elected constituency representatives lo
a legisiatuwre, it was inconcelvable that weubers of the pudlis
would mot turn to thenm to,}ﬁeﬁi: help in redressing gricvances. He
had therefore instructed/r'epresentations freom Convention lienbors
should be handled as if they had coue Irom Assemblyuend

7. Mr Kolynesux asked about the publication dste. The Secretery of
State said that be bhad pot yet decided, althongn it would be quite
soon. He undertock to iuform Mr Melvneaux once a decision had been
taken. A :

LOCAL GOVERNIENT IN FERMANACH , :

8. The Secretary of State drew Mr FNolpneszux®s attention to the

undersrepresentasion of ihe SELP on the sub-Committees of various
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Dis;tric‘t_ meﬁaﬂs, pa:z-'ticularly Ferpanagh, Armagh, Dungannon and
avady. M Folyneaux accepted that the situation scemed
unsatisiactory and offered to hsve = guiet word with iir Barry kest.

PUBLICITY A -

9. The Secretnry of State seld he thonght it would be helpful i

it becane known that he bad met ¥r Nciyneaux as leader of the
_Parliecmentary Unionists. Kr FHolyneauX was folly in agresrent and
said that he would issue a Statemsnt vhicu yould stress the necd for
extremely responsible reporting by the mecia at this time and Jor
the people of Horthern Irelund Lo "keep their heads".

10. Thelmeeting was extremely friendly throughout.
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