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cor~FIDEr~TIAL 
4. On the question of 'copper-fastened guarantees' SDLP were not specific. 

They kept asking what the UUUC offered. Mr Hume suggested the possibility 

of an Act for 10 years renewable at the end of that period. He was not 

agreeable to the Bleakley/Alliance proposals because they omitted to specify 

what constitution such a government would operate under. 

5. The Chairman said he was preparing heads of discussion as a basis for meetings 

wi th the two groups. Mr Devlin was anxious for the Chairman to be directly 

involved in all inter-party talks. The Chairman said in the end of the day 

both sets of negotiators would have to get down round the table and work out 

the political aspects of their package. He would not accept that the talks 

had failed until this had been done and they were still unable to agree. 

6. The talks lasted about 1 hour. The SDLP were somewhat subdued and had not 

prepared any new material. It was agreed that SDLP would be available to 

discuss the Chairman's Heads of Discussion on Thursday. 

M N HAYES 

4 September 1975 
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