
c coqy NO. I t,c. 

liO:::'~: This 'ap.:;:::- f-ro.;: the Infol'r.l::ttion Pol ic;)" C ')-ordinatint:; Commit-tee ( I:?CC ) for '"T.hI:.issicn 

t0th'3SJCretary '"If' :=;~Ilte expressly considerc the fight .2:;ains"v tho n.'\. in c. T£riod 

fall:r;ringafirr.11l:reakdo:m of the ceasefirc . Nuch of ::.t...: content is, ho~'~eve~, reJev:mt to 

all extrenist pE,"f':1 '!ili telr,)' groups . 

B.\.~I:G?,Ol.WD 

1. After 5 ye"Ts c.nd "esri"te sicnific::mt militnry pro{':ress : 

a . The end "'If vioJ enc~' is not in siGht . 

b. Terrorists on both sides still have the Hill to fiGht and believe their ultir..cte 

politica l ob jectives can be achieved prilll3rily by viC''''nc.-' a lone. 

e.. Public attitudes are still polarized and too 1P.rp,-e a proportion of the p"pu13tion, 

thouCh perhaps sick of v:i.olcnce, remain pesi~ive and uncommitted tOH~rds rejecting the 

terror ists. 

d. Political pro~re8s has suffered re peated sctb~c s because the authorities have 

faiJ ed so far to convince extremists that poli ticcl pro/:iX'ess is a practical alternative 

to violence. 

2. In the past the Security For0es have endeavoured to fOrlutlJate and exeeute policies :4:'01' 

hnndling i~::f')rmation activities in suppor~ of -their activities . It is now proposed t!1.:lt cn 

:i. n:::o:-L-r:C;.·:~ :" on c ~-:;.1pai ~;11 8mbracil1g (111 govoTnment dcp<.D: trn.ents and aGencies be exi:e!lded a:1d 

co-ordinated undeX' the ~oner~~l direction of IPCC, TtThich Ilculd consider a ll aspects of 

Government and security fO:Lce activity from an InfoJ'iJiation Poli cy standp05.nt . 

3. A c cmp.3.i[;Il :.im8cl ae,linst the I iL'\. c nn only succeed vTi thin a roli t ical , penal £d:rl 

economic cli;n~tel:hich esta blishes c ertain ondi tions favourable to the attainraen-t of 

government and secuTity force objectives . It is sugges t eu IreC is u sed to the fullest 

f'llrther detailed papers sugge sting u ses of infolTlation policy in specific a reas. 

4 . The rr'in(!il)[.~ ain 0:.. <In inf":::'J:.:-~,ion c::-J.1:;,::!.i;n aee.in:~t the ?rovision.3.1 IT'\. r.I'l:::t be to 

separate the Provisional::: fTOm t he ~OlJ2.ll Cath0lic ~o)l'munity i n eeneral. '.!.'his cOl:.ld be 

achieved by: 
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a. Sho-;';in,,; clearly th&t t'la I::\ ca.'1 no longer ¥I"in . 

b. E~iI'.:in'~ trc IlOYEl c::{ tllolic ('v~Lmi -:~; .?F'.lrC of the clanaC"8 "Thieh i s boinc dOJ1'3 to 

then by 1.1.,'1. '.rj c-:c.:~c,) iYl fI)J .. i:~ -':2..1, ec'C'n,-~i c and p8rson;>.1 terms (inciu -ling dis'·C'[;'8.rd 

. t ... c;.~t~ 

t 
Il 



( 

..... - .,. ..... ......... 
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c~ Reveali~g. clearly that the motivos of. the terrorists include criminal eain and 

are not , as the lAA claim, solely the politiGal advancement of the Catholjc/R~ ; Qblican 

minority. 

d. Fostering confidence in the Se curity Forces , especially the RUC . 

e . Promoting RomQn Catholic involvement in the loc~l forces such as the RUC, L~~ ( rt) 

and UDR. 

f . Emphasising the economic and social benefits of peace . 

g . Sho\'l ing hm'l Government anti-IRA measures he lp the Catholic community. 

DESTRUC'rION 01<' 'l'IlE PROVISICI :.::, 13A ' S HOR:'..LE 

5a At the same time as an information campaign strives to separate the Provi sione.ls frc:n 

t he rest of the Catl:01i r, communi ty , it must striv8 a 130 to destroy the Provisionals ' m~~~le 

and hope of eventur:l auccess by denigrating the Pr0vi~iona ls ' stated objectives , their 

oreani sation, thei r methods and the s ta tus of tneir l eaders , on t he following lin ~ s ; 

i Shmling tb A IRA that it can no longer win. 

ii Revealing the f r audulence of t heir c laim t o be the ' defenders of t he Catholic 

COITlmuni t y' • 

iii Separating the leader ship fro:n t he foll m'it:rs by showLng hm'l the leaders plan and 

direct (often from the Re publ ic) support ed by crimi na l gains and intimi~qtion . 

iv Expos i ng front organisa t ions and front organisers , and indivi duQl s ,·rho are used 

and e):pJ.oited. by the Provi s i onal s fur }lropagan&:l. y;tll'poses . 

v Discrediting various Provi s ional l ea der s by raveal i p.g t heir cr i mi na l a e thi ~ief; . 

vi Highlighting the Provisional s ' mistakes , blunders , and in particular , their 

disregard for the sa fety of C'i..vilians. 

vii Stres-sing "Then appropria t e hov; much more co·-operation and i nf ormation i3 be i ng 

received from thIS! cOIDITlunity. 

viii Encouraging and giving ivider currency to -::a11s by community lea ders and clergy for 

an end to violence. 

ix Get ting home t he message till t Irish people in Northern Irelo.nd m'le i t t o th8ir 

friends and reletiv8s i n GB t o demonstrate their re~~ction of the Illi\ . 

6., A terroris t movement cannot survive vTithout the hope , however remote . of ev~ntual 

success . The best vIay to destroy that hope is t o continue to shoTIl that the Govern:n.:nt is 

absolute l y de t ermined t o defea t terrorism. I '~ i~ i mportant that every 

opportuni ty is tc _en of shO'l'ling -the Government is resolute and consistent in 

supporting meas\tres f0I' t he defeat of terror i sm. 

DE'l'T.:NTION 

7. Since detention play's a lnrge and often disp 'opo.:" tiona te part -in justifyinG, in 

Republican eyes f the continuati on of the IRA campaien, attempts to minimise i t n ~_a0cts as 

an IRA propB,gandfl pOi'1t deserve special attention. l~cr exaople, the criminal bu.ckgr oUllCls 
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of many men detaii1E:u s:"('\'.lld be dvrelt on i·rhenever ~o"l~ible. "lhe'n t'l8 r;o'7errunent ,1r.Ci(,le,& 

.h,",i·{ t o ac t _Cill. t :b lJj<lrcUner Cur.·.mi t tp? rc co!"menrhti one it .is eSr'ent i .::.l t o T' 2.~cn::t~'e t1,," ...:..::l:.Y 

~~th a c~refullv mounted Tnf ormation Policy GanD~iml . 

HTPL1:r·p:;;HTATI0 i -T 07 '.n ",.ETI-P:';'OVTSI Qn\L I R!\ C .~J.1PLI ~~ 

£L Background. A campnign to undermine the IR.'\.' s ,ri,:i.l to fi ght can only succeec.' .i f it 

can be conduc ted again::;t a f avourable political , economic and penal background . Essential 

elements are : 

a. The propof,ed polit i c .:" l proGression of elections i 0 t.he Con5~ituti0nal Convent· on 

and the ConvGntioll itse lf' should be fully eXIlla.ined ane:. spelt out. The media ::::ho'Llld 

be encouraged to take R :::'esponsi ble and educfi tj -.0 vicll of the Convention ( this j 9 

being done "ritL cClsid·?:::'!:'ole succe ::.s ). 

b . Diver8ional'y p'_~blicity O !1 tho ' good things ' in lTorthern Ireland must be 

continuous ly presented to put violence in rc ,,- spective . 

c. The Government must ahmys deoonst r 2to tha t 'violenc e [tnd criTIe uill not p::y . 1:1. 

this cont ext the suspicion of "amnesty" for special category p:::'isoners could br, a. 

problem and. any dec ision to abandon such a (;3.tegory should be ivelco~eu and ,;idel y 

publicised. 

CO-O?JnnATE0 Pur~LICITY Cl!.lIPJ·.I GN 

9. An integrated central ca::;paign is required to p-u.ul.icise the points outlined in 

paragr aphs 5-9 througb. televi s ion, 'radio, loca l and. national ne1'1spapors , government outlets 

and publicat ions etc . Practical aspects might include: 

a . Stop:pinz up the ' unCl.tt~dbuted br~2f ' systCl:l. s:'l1:i s includc..,::; e;: 1)allsion anel 

impr oving of t he system of collatin.; b~~efs and of the l'esea.rch system. 

b. Better quality and quantity leaflets and pObters , particul arly for locol U8 3.ge . 

c. '.:here appropriate, tre purcho.se of advertis i nG sp~c~ to publici""" t hemes hcl?fn l 

to the agreed Information Policy. 

d. Enlisting 'friends ' ~llong prominent 10':301 spokecLQen \Tho can take up the nc:.:;:::;age 

and propagate it among the particular cOIDIDi1nities ",here they , as indivi duals , have 

credibility . 

e. Intensifying 10\~ level Security Forces Pri procedures and activitie :;, . 

OVERSEAS PtTBl,ICITY 

10. The external aspe <..:t s of B, publicity campaic;n t;.i: this n[!ture should be 0('.1"11e i n ;nine . • 

In co-operation ';i th the :?CO every effol·t should b8 lilUcJ.C to nUllify propaganda eI:lawltin.::; 

fro!;l the IRA or its supporters abroad . (This r cconrnen-ia tion i s nOli being 30pn-_ ~+"' l ;:: 

explored by IPCC) 

1 h A really determined I? c ampai&r' c ;'l.r~ help to undermi!1e the PIJJ t s ,·Till to fight. '.:.'his 
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campaicn shm.Lld be : 

a. Ai med at isol nt:':1C the Provisioh31 lealnl'sllip -::YlU tlovement from the r F.'r:3.inde r of 

the Roman Cathol ic communiCy ,. and des t ,.oyi.ng thai::' "'.orale. 

b. Hounte d joint~ If by thG '';overnm,mt and S.3cul'i ty :5'orccs ' in..: ormation S8.cv.LG8S , 

U:::;inci all avail(~blc medi;:-. outlets , by Eini.steri 9J. "appaaranc cs" , and by perSJD to 

p.3rson communication. 

RiO:: C 01:] :-.:;: J) \. r. 10 IT 

'j 2 . lIinisterial agreemcnt is souGht for the urgent i mpl ementation of a dete rTlincd c.nc. 

co-ordinatcd IP Ca!.1pai .9l as outlined above , a i med at removing support from the PIEA ~,nd 

unde rmining the PIRA. ' S vl.ill t o ' fight. 
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