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I will. vi tb perm..i Mon, statement. 

ouse will reea11~ ort.hcrn Ireland Con titu i 1 

Con ntion s set up by Parli ent at Wes~1nster to c .i r 

hat provisi.on for th goverrunent o:f Northern Ire and d b 

likely to COlllllliim<l the st widespre d acceptanc 

co nity th re. Convention was born out of. a bel! 

the ople of rtbern Ireland hemselves ought to h ve 

chance to playa constructive p rt in seeking olution to 

their own constitutio proble 5, in the knovl dg 

dec! ions were f"or Parliament cst 1nst~r. 

Constltutional Convention has had two dist1nc • 

Y to Novem er last year. A first phase lasted f 

to the Hous 0 12 J ary 1976, the Report o:t the Cony ntio 

on 8 ov ber owed agree ent that ther 

th 

sub 1tted to 

should b a uni eral legislature and a government in orth rn 

Ireland with a broad range or responsibilities Includin 

responsib 1ity for industri 1 nd c ercial tters.. A.l 

parties agreed on a er of other otte S including th 

d sire to law or<! r 

devol ed to orth rn Ireland and 

leg1 at! n introduced. 

4. Th Conven 10 did not. h ver t gree on th central i u 

th t is, how. in a divided unity, a sy o~ goveT"nT_I"lI'E 

could be devised which would have su£ficie t upport in 

lof t 
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£ that eO_oLLL.I.ty to provid~ stable and ef:fecti goven nt. 
.. 

As I told t 12 January: "experience in rec nt 

8S de plain that 0 systa of governu.ent wi thin North m 

Irel ill be tabl or effective unless both parts 01 h~ 

ty acquiesce in t.h.at sy te 1 and are willi to wo 

to e propos ls n the Convent10 ts R port did 

t t thi.,s ba 1c Deed. 

5· e Cove en co idered it right, therefore, to reconv 

tb Con.vention to see if gre. ent could be ached on the 

specific and crucial issue of a yste or government ithin 

orthern Irela ich provided for a form of artnership 

participation .. 

6. Th re hay ee a num r o:f meetings bet en t c ention 

p rt~es ince the Con enti on as rcconven d.. But it is no cl 

that no turth r progress de even though new proposal 

re advanced. b the Al iance Party and consider by the 

United Ulster Union.1st Coalition. The debat s "cb have 

pI eft in til Conventio th . solutions which have een 

conveyed to e 1 t plain that there 15 now no prosp ct. o~ 

gree ent betwe the part1 there. The reconvened COD 

dy t o d the four mlc t as I said on 

ry. hould be suf".ficient for progr o be o 

the matter rete d to ita In vi w of the cl r indic ti t 

fur r progress il de, I have dvlsed Her 

to dis olve the C nventioD t and an Order in Council s 

it. f m.1dni t · tonight a I hay 0 
~ 

7. I 1.1.eve tb Haas viI share the Governmentts de p regr .t 

I e 
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rtun Y rovided by Convention has be n 10 t d 

1 t no succeeded in their task 01 de ising 

sy of' gave nt to-r rUlern reland. .. stro gly 

v is that there 1s no nstant solution to 

ortilern Ireland ~ It uld be 8 gra'e r.U.st pretend t 

there 0 t le alone to nlsh forward with n de 

I i clearly at possible at this ti e to progress to 

a vol S lOt t go or orthern lre1and. atill 

re ins aim, but it does not conte l.at 

.lJ11tie-tl t"or s: ti to co ,t.h s 11 

b re to entertain con tructive and responsibl 1d s 

from those in rthern I land 0 are prepared to rk r 

for orthern r land. re is no question o~ an on 1 

political activities. ediate need no is for a p riod of ~ 

constitutional tabl1ity 0 that e can tackle the probl r 

criminalit and 

8. Ther is no need for any diate change in chinery 0 

gov mIDi t :for Northern Ireland. In 1972 thi HOUB~ d cid to 

e responsibl1ity :tor the government of ortb to 

bring to an e the Stormont liament. e ort-li 

orthern I land Executt ve and Assembly .s brou 

!olloving the Ul er rike. 'l'he nvention ~r 

been p rt of y systea of <) e ent. Direct e i dy 

10 being der the te of th Northern Ireland t 1974 1 

i1.1 co ue. I 11 bring before t e House in due cou 

proposels £or its rene 1. 1nclud1n ny changes that b 

des rab1e .. 

19. 
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9. I t to it pla1Jt that y !1 Y e Id inten 1.01\ 1 . t 

et Rule will be Itive and not negative. tbeGove t 

wi 1 continue to disCharge fully its responsibility !o 11 

cts 0:1 the :fai of orth rn Ireland and will provld a 

:Ci • f, 1r re olute go ernm nt. 

10. n particul r. I ul li to 1t clear t the curity 

c£>.'s ill tin e to do all that is nece ry to deal th 

security probl and to re tore 1 'W and order. ey 111 a 

the fu11 GUPPort of the Government in hringing to justlc beto 

the courts crimi 1&.from all parts of the co ty. 

11. Like the rest of the lilited Kingdom. Northern lre1 nd eeon c 

d 1.0 nt prob1 have y~t to sa t end 01 rise 

orthern Ireland. The full . probl 

th.a1: are f tng the Uni ted Kingdom as a le hav:e taken lonpr 

to acb rth nl Ireland th elst1~erQ. I ant to 

the Govenumen are dol and will continue to do veryth 

possibl 

the 

"thin the re ouree that are avai1 Ie to mit! 

nd to promote employment. It 1 not 

tbt 

bey despite public expe iture in orthern I land :x.ceed 

£1300 alll.1.o in the current year. 

12 ~ The ending or the Convention. ich vas set up bY thl l1aJHmt.. 
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an that the role o~ its JneIllDers has ceased. The Hou 1 

Ire y 

until 7 

re that Convention members 111 continue to 

y. lin 

closely 8S ssible~ 

to follow estminster procedureq 

with dissolution at st inster, 

id 

d1sso1utl0 ot the Co ventio ~11 ean tha~ Conven~1on her 



case to ha 

or of th 

be able to cl 

any role as sue. Th y 'Will cease to hav 

aci1ities at Stormont. but they w.U.l t of cou 

up their pa rs and belongil'lgs. 

5 

13. I t place 1r.mly on record tribute to the r of Sir 

Robert Lowry, the Cb lrman· of e Conven ion. who has een 

ably asS.l.ste by h.1.s 1 statt. Sir Robert has J I kno, en 

oIly 1ndepe nt i.mpartial . I a sure that the Hou 

will o~n with in expressing our gratit e and thanks to hi • 

4: people of rthem Ireland ill contin, 1 e citiz 

any other p rt of th i ted JG..ngrlom, to be bl to pursu 

atters ith ~ters through their elected representst1 t 

st.inster. I end tire other Ministers in e orthe-rn d 

or ice will al: ys re dy to listen to their rep 

on behaU' of their canst1 wants. They ill be th no 1 ehmmell. 

or c cat1.on. th . ister . 

15, ent 11 carry out its respOl~ibilitles to 

gat.io to all th. citizen of t Uni 
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d 1'ul:fl1 its 

Kingd of ern 1 and is a part. 
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