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NOTE FOR THE RECORD - SHARED SCHOOLS

This minute summarises recent digcussion on shared schools,

Background

2, In 197 Mr. Basil McIvor, the then Minlster of Education, put
forward a proposal whereby schools would be set up with representatives
of both Protestant and Catholic churches on thelr governsd body.

Under the proposal those parents who wished would be able to send
thelr children to these schools. Interested parties were Anvited to
comment on the idea and it was found that thore was insufficiently
broad support for the idea to Jjustify going ahead with it. The
proposal was therefore allowed to lapse.

3, The matter was raised again at the recent 0xford Conferonce by
Lady Flesher on vohalf of All Children Togethor, In his winding up
speoch on that occaslon the Secretary of State sald that there would
be a "conference" set up to discuss the idea further.

li. Vhen the Secretary of State had dimmer with Minlsters and officlels
in Stormont House on 15 July this was discussed end the followlng
conclusions was reached. : -

a., That the Covernment should not orgenlse a conference
directly.

b. That consideration be given to Inspiring some
indopondent body to mount a properly prepared conforence
(eg QUB Institute of Education).

¢. That no conference shounld take plece for about 3

months, since it . is importaut :that the public debate
on the Consultatlve Document should not get mixed up
with such a hot potato.

d., It would be possible to dlscuss the Tformat of an
independent conforsnce with the verled interests in
the intervening poriod.

Mr. Moyle was in agreement with these and in perticular was most
keen thet discussion on shared schools sheould be kept szeparate from
the proposed public debate on sccondary reorganisation.

Meotine with Lady Fisher, Mrs, Robins, and Brien Garretl

g, Mr. Moyle began the process ‘of preliminary consultation by
meeting the three leading wembers of the All Chlldren Together
movement in Stormont on 22 July. Lady Fisher began the meoting by
seying thet she had been delighted when the Socretary of State
"generously and remarkably" replied to her spooch durlng the

0xford Conference - snd she hoped that lMr, Moyle would follow up

the suggestion that there should be a further conference on the
matter. Mr., Moyle replied that he had noted the resurgence of public
interest in shared schools and was open to suggestions about how
best to procesd, '
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6. Lady Fisher sald thot she hoped that the oreatlon of shared
schools would do gomething to broak down asctarian tension in
Northern Ireland end would make a gmall contributlon towards bringlng

about peace.

7. Mr, Garrebt then handed to the Minister & peper (attached) which
gsot out two broad ob jectives.

(a) To make maximun uge of facilitioes within the
exlisting educational systems involving shering of -
gpeclalist togchors, equipnent, out of school activities

otec.

(b) To enable those parents who wlghed (and Mr. Garrett
said that thess were ab the moment not many) to send
their children to on integrated gchool.

As to how to proceed towards this Mr. Gorrettt thought that a
conference should be set up under the aunsplces of government

and chaired ecither by Mr. loyle or Secrebary of State, The purpose
of %thls conferencoe would be to jdentlfy attitudes and to encourage
public discussion; NMr. Garrett envisaged & standing conferonce
which would mest regulerly over & periocd of, say, 3 months; the
conference would be attended by the Governnent, edqucational
edministrators, toachers, snd parents,although ho admittod it would
be difficult to find representative examples of this last category.

8, lMr., Moylo thenked Mr. CGarrott and promised to gtudy the paper
which he had heen given. Howovor he said there wore several
aifficulties in the ppproach which had-been outlined. Primary
amongst thaose wes that if e conference wWasd got up those participat-
ing might bLe forcoad ihbo expressing their position publicly at

tha outsst end aphasquently not being ehle to movo from

because of the public comniitment which had been given. (Mr. foyle
gnid that theore was & cloge parallel here to the Constitutional
Convention)., 1In this light he hoped e, Gerrett realised thetb
progrods Was elready being mads towards his firat objective (that

‘of sharing facilitles justified by local circunstances) but thab

this progrui&s might be jeopardised if tThere were &h rorinonlous
public debatc on ths matter which would highted sectarlen foeling
rathor than lessen 1. Moving on to his gsecond proposal (that of
the creation of & nevw type of shared school) Mr. Moyle gald there
would obviously bo strong ob jections to this suggoestion and that

to discuss it in ths public arena would only meke those who objected
stand even flrmer on their pesltions.

9, Mr. Gaarett accepted thils and said ho realissed that the Catholic
church might be an obstacle. Howsver he did not feel that

Cavrdinal Conway spoke with the backing of tho Cethollc community,;
nor did he accept thab the Cardinal was in any way bound by Canon
TLaw to oppose the schome, He theughl that the type of conference
he had suggested would serve to nobilise publle opinion on the

jgsue and force & widespreed po~-exanination of public positiond.

Mr, Moyle replied trut he had not yet dscided whother or not to
hold a conference a3 such but he was thinking about tho best way in
which constructive public discussion could be encourapod.

Mr. Garrett replied gharply bhat he had received a lettor from

Mr., Darlington of tho Northern Iréland Office which commltted the
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_Government_to the holding of a conference and he hoped that
Mr. Moyle would be acting In accordance with this letter. He

also sald that ho felt the Minister ought to know that he had the
backing of many influential newspspers in GB and Northern Ireland
- notably the Belfast Telegraph, the Sunday Times and the New
Statesman, and that edltorial pressure would be brought on the
Government to Lo seen to act on shared schools., Mr., Moyle thanked
the delegation for coming to talk to him and promised to be in

touch when he had tsken further soundings.
r

Meeting with Cerdinal Conway

10. Following thls meeting Mr. Moyle travelled to Armagh to meet
Cardinal Conway, Bishop Fhilbin, and Bishop Daly. Mr, Moyle began
the meetlng by sexpleining that the issus of shared schools had

once more become a focus of public interest and that there was now
pressure for the setting up of a conferencse, Mr, Moyle added :
that the idea of shared schools was instantly appealinz to people
of good intention who knew nothing of the realities of Northern
Irelend, and foremost among such psople were the middle-class
liberal English Journalists whom Brian Garrett numbered among his
allles, As far as he himsell was concorned, the Minister confirmed
that he had teken no decisions but was merely taking preliminary
soundings among interested parties; however there would be
pressure on him to set up a conference and, given that the Romen
Catholiec church would be expected to attend such a conference, he
asked for the Cardinsl's views.

11, Cerdinal Conway's attitude was of complete intrenslgence. Ho
dismissed the idea as tmnivial, irrelevant, and without populaer
support; he would not participate-in any conference on the matter
vhich would be set up by liberals for liberals and would be so
constructed as to put the Catholic Hierarchy "in the doeck” (he
™ described Lady Flsher's scheme as an "ambush"), He affirmed that
his church atteched the very highest Importance to Catholiec
children continuing to be educatsed in Catholic schools - this was
erbodied in Canon Law, had been endorssed by the Vstican Couneil,
end weg the only way in which & stable envirvonment cculd be created
where children could learn about the meaning of life and the rules
of principled human conduct, He thought that to taks a child from
& Catholic home and cducate that child in a non-Catholic school
would create tension betweon the home and school environment which
could only be harmful to the child. This might not be the case in
middle-clssa areas such as Holywood (both Cardinal Conway and
Bishop Philbin spoke with particuler scora of Holywood as a kind of
North Down Hampstead) but it certainly applied in the big housing
estates, where Catholic schools were a greet force for peace-
teaching love, non-violence, and the importsnce of the family; 1t
would be folly to destroy this and replace it by an unwanted and
dlsruptive system of shared schools. Sumaing up the Cerdinal said
they would object to shared schools, would not attend an open
conferonce to discuss them, and would wage a campaign to fight any
proposal which set out to relax the hold eof the Catholic Church on
the educatlon of ita own children. He said that he was sure that
all his clergy supported his views.
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12. Mr. Moyle thanked the Cardinal for his frank statement, He
then referred to Mr, Garrettl!s two-tler suggestion, whereby the
first stage would be to share facillities and the socond would be
sctual integration, Bishop Philbin replied that he did not object
to the sharing of facilitles and extra~-curricular activities where
specific circunstances necessltated such arrangements but he could
not endorae it as a principle to be generally applied. Bishop Daly
then made the same points as the Cardinal but with even more vigour,
He roferred to a meetinz with some children educated in non~Cathollec
schools whom he had asked sboubt the meaning of Christmas » they had
variously replied that it was to celsbrate the birth of Santa

Cleus snd the death of Christ, If Christian values were to be
protected, he concluded, then Catholle schools rust be retained.

In Pngland children wers taught about all religiona - including
Bhuddism and even Communism - this could only be confusing and
children in Northern ireland wanted stebility not confusion.
Furthsermore he suggested the Minister would find that when pressed
the Protestant churches would be similarly opposed to this scheme

- indeed the only people in favour of it were the "minute crowd

in Holywood",

13. In reply to & question from Mr, Moyle both Cardinal Conwey and
his Bishops said that a conference would be divisive and would do
nothing to help sectarian feeling. They suggested that as it was
not in the best interests of community relations to hold an open
conferenca Mr, Moyle might hold a series off consultations (such as
he was having at the moment) over the coming noriths and, once these
were completed, he might issue a statement. Mr. Hoyle seld that

he would think over 21) that he had been told, and keep the
Cardinal up to date with lHis thinking,.

The future

. ¥Mr. Moylo has still not teken any firm decisions on whetherp
or not there should be a conforence and, if there is, on whabl
form it will tske. A letier has been rsceived from the British-
Irish Associetlon offering te hold a conference themselves. One
courss of action is for the Minister to hold consultallons whilo
conferences ero held by other bodles such as this, All this Is
wnder consideration., IMr, loyle's position is that contained in
the answer to this weock's PQs:

"1t 1s not the intention of the Government to deprive parents
of the right ® have their children educated in sccordance
with their religlons choice. A proposal for shared school
governing bodles was made by lir, Basil McIvor, Miniater for
Educsation in the power sharing executive, in May 1974".

"consultation on thils proposal subsegquently dld not reveal
sufficient support to warrant leglslietion, I have noted a
recent renewal of Interest in siwmilar proposals to those put
forward by Mr. MeIvor and I am at present reviewlng how these
might be further consilidered,”
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PS/Mr. Moyle

30 July 1976
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